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The PREFACE. 

IF it be aiked, why I expofe thefe difoourfes to the 
view of the public ? My anfwer is, I believe them 
to be according to the truth of the gofpeL Which^ if 
fo, the matter of tliem, whatever may be faid of the 
manner, may pafs 'without an apology. However, 
they contain the doftrine which I was convinced of, 
and ferioufly embraced above twenty years ago; and 
from which I have not yet feen caufe to recede. And 
having fpent the laft feventeen years in inculcating 
them upon others ; in which time, having gone through 
moft parts of this, and forae parts of another nation, 
I have not wanted occafion to try them ; having met 
with many oppofitions from men, and read much of 
Aeir reverfe in books : The ifliie of which is, I am fo 
• confirmed in the belief of them, as to be free from all 
fufpicion of the 'truth of them. • 

But right notions, withovil eatperimejitally knowinjf 
the things fignificd bythem, cjTnbe but of little fer- 
vice. Orthodoxy, fo called, may pafs for chriftiani*y 
trith the crowd, but not in the accouat oif God. As 
fuch, though f^t doftrine be definitive, as it pre- 
vents a fight of, and profiting by the. truth/ and lead* 
to error in principle and practice ; yet gcp<f tto6lrine, 
xxpaccdmpanied by the fpirit of Gox>, will not be ef- 
fedlual, will never bring a foul to heaven. So,, though 
I recommeild ■ thefe d^fcourfes on the fuppofition of 
their containing the truth ; yet more efpecially I wifh 
them to be inftrumental in (hewing men their con<* 
ditioQ as fia&cis, and Acir prcvilege in the Saviour ;: 

what' 
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ujiat diey are by oaturer and wbattbc^ may be hf 
"grace; that, being fehfible oif their fmfvl, guilty , 
xniferaUe, and dangerous'ftate, .ajnd pfthe fgAcfeyity 
6f Ch K I s T to fave "and fatisjy theta/ ihcy m^y* be 
excited xojeck and rrc^ive whatfoeyer he has prouairri^ 
to^ive. 

And, if I may be Relieved in a matter which con- 
cerns myftlf as welT as others, I do profefs to have 
profited n^ore in the grace of God, by means of thefe 
doflrines, than I would give for a thoufand fucli 
worlds as dils. I wiih all who read then may profit 
as much by them as I Ixave done. They need,, fhey 
can have no more, falvatlon being heaven'^ beft gift. 
And I much pity thofe who are ftrangers and envies 
to, who are deftitute of, and have no defire for fpijrit* 
ual and eternal thing* well knowing, that wliatever ; 
dieir outward condition of life tpay be, they are U2|* 
liappyjaow^ and hell awaits them in the end* 

. I fend this fmall performance, fuch as It is, inta 

the world. If it does any good, I iball have my de« 

iire: fiutbe this as it^may, Isgjnain neverthelefi; a 

' weK'Wiiher to aH ofders Vad degrees of men, toochii^ 

things temporal, fpcritual, and eternal. 






N* MANNERS. 
MA N't 



1^ jg^ ig» # ig^ ^ jg^ ^ ^t^l 



M Am ORIGINAL STATE. 



DISCOURSE 

X ON , .^ 

iSo God created man in his own image. , 

)3(«o«oo-}g(HE wifdom and kindnefs of the Almighty 
I - T I ^^^ CFeating nwn after .all* other creatur^es, 
' '4''>*>«»«»'l^* ^^ obvious ; and fufficjemly iiidicate ^ihj3 
'^*""*'"*"'^ t-xcellency of man, and how much he was 
prized ahd loved of- God. Had lie been formed the 
forcmoft of creation, he had been like a king wJrfi-* 
out fubjeds, attendants, and every other U]lng,fuitr 
sble to his dignity; but as all other things were firft 
formed, it renecls a glory upon man, for whofe Cak^ 
they w<!re made, ihi.t he was fo richly, provided^ fbr| 
aud.fot elegantly eufeitained «hls firft entrance ixUQ 
life. 
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.' !But tKe wifdom of God, whj^h does nothing a- 
mifs, knew this to be neceffary for a creature (o con- 
ftituted as man was to be ; having purpofed to form 
him in the image of himfelf, who is tranfcendantly. 
glorious, the fuilnefs and pattern of all rational and 
moral perfedion and beauty : And hence, this prime 
piece of the creation being exquifitely made, was, no 
doubt, theUiontemplation and wonder of angels; and 
may be confidered as the ftandard of purity and per- 
fe<flion to all fucceeding generations : Which fuggefts 
a reafon why it fhould be looked into, as being that 
whicK Ihould be aimed at of all, and by which only 
tht end of creation can -be anfwered by any. As 
Ibch, in difcourfmg on man's created condition, I 
ihall 

FirA, Exliibit the model after which he was made ; 
and 

Second, Point out the refeniblance fubfifting be^ 
twlxt them* 

And firft, of the model, whidh is God ; of his na- 
ture and attributes. 

X* His Nature IS of a fujjereminent kind, astjein^ 
V holly fpiritual ; not a conopoiition or mixture of 
natures, differing one frcin another. Hence it is fo 
fmiple and pure as to pervade all tilings, and is not to 
te perceived by any fenfe lefs piire or fpiriiual than 
tiis own : Nor is its extent to be meafured by any 
bounds, conceivable of any creature; and, as fuch^ 
it tranfcends the conception of every being le& than 
bisowm 

- 8- 
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2, That Gqd >s a fpirit, and no objeft of ontward 
fcnfe, is evident; for though h^ infpefts the condu^ 
of all creatures, and is a faithful witncfs pf eveiy 
word that is^ fpoken ; f yea, though he is on every 
'iide> and lays, his biind upon us, ( J "for in him we 
"live, m^^^d have our beingV) yet of thefe 
things tKeifPtes cf the body are wlioUy infenfible-: 
And by how much he is privy to, or /enfible of, fe- • 
cret things, by fo much does the evidence of his 
fpiiitualUty appq.ir; which in nothing flijnes widi 
greater Ufftre, ai>d to be inferred with higher degree 
of ccrtaihty, th^in from his accefs toj and* operation 
upon the minds of men. t *' He febrchctii ih^ heart,. 
** jrieth the reins, and |] worketh in men both to wilt 
*« and to do," In a way. Which thougli clear to the in- 
ward fenfe, is, notwithftanding, utterly unknown ta 
every fenfc of the human frame. And as this is a 
proof of his prefence with, fo it Is a demoojflratiQflt 
' of, the fpirituallity and penetrability of his nature, td 
which matter or n\aterial things are no obftacle ; it 
being notorious, that God has accefs to, andinflu^ 
cnges the minds of men, as well when they are 1^ the 
body and incircled with matter, as when the fpirit jj| 
' difembodied and without amficial cpvisring, . * 

3, And forafmi^cb as Gpa is prefent with,' and 
privy to, .,aU .that pafTes in the iecret receffes of th^e 
foul; fo it is as cafy for him at once to know all 
things, as foe a creature to judge truly of that.whidi 
falls moil under its obfervation* Fw, as ocular de- 
nonftration depends as well upon a right medium 
betwixt tlie. e^fe and the^ object, as upon, the c}earpe& 
B z and 
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and'^rength of Mhe vifive faculty, without which a 
-true aiid perfed judgement cannot -be formed ; fo tiie 
'IjOSd's prcfence with, or nearnefs to, every obje<^ 
precluding- all medium, and beholding all things in 
his own effemial light, they are obvious to his dif- 
cerning eye. And as this is not performed by any 
change of fitiiation, or local defcent of the Deity, 
•wbofe prefence and glory are more confpicuous to the 
inh^tants of the higher regions, it infe^s (if I may 
io f^y) the extenfivenefs of his effence, of its being 
prefeat with, and filling all places.* 

4. But this pervading effen'cfe is not ihc ant m mun^ 
di; this foul of the world, the fpii it of nature, whe- 
ther Jpational or' irrational, is not Go0. It is dil\in£l 
i^oni fefi^^ihwhat^orm foever' it is, and in wTiatever 
jd^rfe^ of liicenefs ft may rcfemble'him. In all crea- 
tures itfe^ a crcJitprely foririj, which is thc^invidua- 
tioH and pefftmaHity of it i and therefore cjannot' be 
any part of that undivided elTehce, which iseffe^ial 
; to GoDi as one tt'ho prelkJes over, and takes^ cogrii- 
aande of aHihihgsr For, though all things were^madfe 
liy hfoS, -&ey Weire Wrmade o/"him, and fo'did'ndt 
partake of hts eflfcnce. He created tHe matter ctf 
which all creatures were made, and gave what degree 
©f fpiTitualfity and intdiigence to the fouls of all, 
that pfcafed him; as fuch, notwithftanding the in- 
■terv'entlon of creation, his effcnce I'femaineel intire 
and undivided* 

*"" ' *" ' ' ^ '' ' ' , „ 

jr. Butthotigh he^ is preftnt with, and pervades all 

'iSaiig?, 'yet being na ©bjefl: of outward fenfc, "his^^ ex- 
14: iftence 
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iftence, eflcnce, and attributes, to man^s, are uncer- 
tain and unrntelligible. Hence by. fame, tliey are 
denied ; others, are in fufpence ; and to all, who 
have not the internal evidence of -God, noiwithftana- 
ing their belief and profeffion* of, and inference from,, 
outward things,, he is a meer enigrna, a riddle, wbicb 
corporeal. fenfe cannot comprehend. Thaear recelvr 
cih.not the found of his words, nor can. the; eye de? 
fccrn his form;, the mouth tafteth him not, neither 
doth the hand grafp him', nor the fmell perceive his 
rich perfume : And yet his exiftence is not lefs cerr 
tain than the things which- do appear ; nor more fo-^, 
than that he may be known by fpirits rightly difpofcd 
to recieve his imgrefs,, and the evidence he give$ of 
Wmfdf^ 

6. The quality conatural to Godj is HoHhefs; in-/, 
which, as there is an entire freedom from every thing, 
repugiwntvto peace, fo he is the center of reft tq.him- 
fclf ;. and, from which, in conjun^ion with his other 
perfe^ions, arifeth all the pleafure and delight^ 
which is ncccffary for his eternal .well being, without 
acceflion from any creature. And.jct the fuificient. 
f^tlsfadion and folace, arifmg from his. immaculate* 
purity and pcrfedions, hindered not his creating all 
things, and. man in particular, as.wdl for* his pka- 
fure and delight, as for the manifcfting his glorious 
attribiiies in the unfearchdble works of creation and 
providence; and tl>at all creatures ought be rendered 
capable, according to their natures and capacities, of 
I^artakingof a degree of true, felicity,. For as holi- 
nefs implies love, goodnefsr. and., every other moral 
excellence ; fo it is communicative, . and prompted 
him to create and cojiftitute all things well; to derive 
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rfiC blefliugs of goorfnefs upon them^ ^nd tfierebf 
made them partakers and whneffes of his inricbinf 
and etinobliBg bentficence. 

.7. Ndw riiis holmefs, which is effentral to .God, 
is coihmenfui'ate' with his being, or runs parallel 
"with the whole extent of his irature. Correfpotident 
to his eflence, which is uncompouiided and uncon- 
fined, irf the quality of it: It is pure and imiverfal, 
the fame in earth and heaven ; for fliough heaven is 
filled his throne, and die earth hisfootftoot, yet that 
is only a f opuhr political rcprefeatation of the go- 
vernment of his creatures, and difierent manifeftations 
of himfelf in reference dieretoi^ Earth is the place of 
probation, whereon he placed m^n for hi« trial ; ia 
which probationary conditioft, being united to, and 
* involved in, fleih and blood, he fees but little of the 
glory of God, Heaven is the place of reward, 
iirhcre flcJh and blood cannot enter, and where every 
fenfe will be adapted to,, and rendered receptive of 
fuch difcoveries of glory and bleffednefs, as he will 
ftiake of himfdf and the celeftial ^orld. But God, 
tvho filleth both^ is the fame in, tliough not manifeft 
^like iu both^ 

8.. Fowfmuch Aen as tli^ nanire and. quality of 
^OD are equ;^ly extenfive, and both univerfal; fo 
bis holittefs has* different effeftsy according to the dif- 
ferent otjedi, it has to do with. To the holy, or fuch 
;as agree ^'^^i^-ftfelf, itfs wholly exhibited in love; 
to the completely wicked, in inlire difpkiafure; and 
to thofe of a mixed quality, inlpve and hatred, pro- 
portionably as tiVey agree wilh, and differ from it : In 
lieavenj it beams^ foxdviu beatitude only ^ in hell, la 

\umixcd. 
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unmixed wrath ; and on earth, in blefling and curfing 
both. And thus, like the rays of the fun, whofe na- 
ture is one, yet operaijing on differently q^ualified 
9iatter, produces difierent effed^.. ^ , 

9. Hence then, as God h a pore and univerfal 
fpirit; fo his fpiritoaUity and piirity are the ground 
oif his attributes. 

The Attributes of Ooi> are the properties of his 
mature, exhibited in, and made known by his works; 
which attributes, univerfal nature and its infinite par- 
ticulars, proclaim to intelligent mirids^ the goodnefs, 
tiamon}^ and perfeftion of : And 

T. His VKifdvm is confpicuous in all his works, fo 
woAderfully fonned, preferved,. and governed. The 
Sky, that ample region and noble arch, in which are 
placed thofe immenfe bodies of light and heat, of 
(different magnitudes, and at different dillances from 
file earth ; and whlch> ferving as well for ornament 
as ufe, exhibit in* the cleareft point of view, the ex- 
cellent underftanding of il eir author. 'Amongft which 
confpicuous witnei'LS and public afferters of the wif- 
dom of God, none fpeak fo lofty a language as the 
matter ind immenHty of the Sun ;. the colledlion and 
comlunation of whofe inllnite particle.^ of Imninou^ 
matter, and the comparative fiac or circumferen^ of 
his orb, (I eir;^' much larger than the earth) by which 
it is rendrtu lufficicnt, in a fixed pofitif n, to ferve 
jjic whole and ev^'^y part thereof;, for the fervice of 
whuli, 'lis probable, it was wholly defigned: For 
fl: ti^h he influences other planets, efpecially the 
moon,, with his irradiating rays;, yet/ perhaps,, not 

fo 
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foaiuch for her real as relative dfe, flie being defigiL- 
ed, in conjunction witli the ftars,. to miniftcr to the 
earth as a culer o£ the night*. 

2. The tun's fituation and diftance from the earth, 
are alio manifeftly the works of defign ; which, tho* 
they produce not equal elfefts on every part of the 
globe, yet are evidently beft calculated for the good 
of the whole. For had he been nearer the earth, .his 
heat in fome parts of it.hadbeen.infupport^te;: and 
if at a greater diftance, other parts had been tqocold 
to be inhabited with comfort. And. from this medium 
of fituation,. flows all the profit and pleafure of his 
enlightning and reviving rays, which ferve for direcr 
tion, warmth, delight, and other excellent purpofes,^ 
to all creatures. capable of th^lr influence*. 

3. Th^ fame wifdom is exhibited in the earth ; parr- 
ticularly in its globular form with refpedl to its mor 
tion J which is not only excellently adapted to anfwer 
tliat purpofe, but is alfo beft calculated for the im? 
pelling power of motibn,. as well as the perpetuit)j 
and regularity of it, andimperceptiblenefs of its in^t 
habitants : For though hs perpetual motion is at the. 
rate of abpve a thoufand miles an hour, yet it is fa 
x;j&gular and fmooth,, as not to be perceived, by anjr. 
creature^ 

4. The numerouftefs of its inhabitants': The manyj- 
differenl fpecies of animals, and. infers, the Vuft va- 
riety of trees and fruits, the immenfe numbers of 
berbs and roots,, of grafs and corn; likewife its in-; 
temal furniture of metals and other materials,. wl\icl\ 
giv,e a foUdity and. fixmnefs to^ the fucface, without 

incumbring^ 
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incumbring or preventing its fruitfulnefe and cultiva- 
tion, pT Incommoding its inhabitants. 

5. And as this great variety of things give an in- - 
conteftibic evidence of the wifdcm of God, maui- 
ftffting ilfelf in innumerable and inconceivable ways ; 
fo efpecially in the particular, as well as general dif- 
ferences which obtain amongft many orders of be- 
ings. For^ as one fort is fufficiently diftinguiftied 
from all others, fo in the fame kind, efpecially where 
property is concern'd, there is a particular diftindion 
in frze, form, colour, or other external mutter or 
mark of evidence, whereby confafion is prevented, 
and property fecurcd 7 And this is fo general, that, 
perhaps, there is not an inftance in ten thoufand, 
cither amongft men or other, things, wherein two 
exactly agree. And as diefe are evident indications 
of the crcaror's ikill, who but athtifts in principle or 
pradlice, will' be proof againft, can avoid fome fe- 
Tioitt^mfir^fndns'from a conlld^mtion of them ! 

6, The Ait, U'hich is light and yielding, and fo 
textured, that, perhaps, it cannot be feen, is, not- 
withftandirig, wonderful in its operation and ufe. It 
is ablblutely neceflary for the beginning and continu- 
ance of animal lifc, it being impoffible for any crea- 
ture- to fiA)fift without it: h is alfo the element of, 
and is repleniftied with, a vaft variety of fpecies of 
flying inhabitants, with different and variegated plu- 
mage, in which they hover at pleaAire, and through 
which they wing their way for fafety and delight. It 
is the vehicle of founds, and conveys the efHuvia of 
fragrant nature to our noftrils. It tempers the earth 
for agriculture, and is the purifier and preferver of 

the 



the wliole ftore-houfe of nature, b bears the clouds, 
on its wings, and carries them from one quarter of 
the heavens to another. By this the mariner is waft- 
ed to liis defired haven; or intimidated, terrified, and 
iitterlj' difappointed in his intended purpofe. Yea, | 

this animates all nature; is the fpiing which moves 
the whole machine : Nature without it would be as a 4 

dead putrifying carcafs ; creation vvorfe than chaos ! 

It is the meHenger of good, and the minifter of i 

evil. When the Almighty condefccnds to deliver, he 
can ch5fe one element with arother, and drive back 
or dry up the overflowing .flood, tha^ the.dry hnd 
may appear*: And when to falisfy the wants gf his 
indigent creatures, or gratify the cravings of an impati- 
ent people, he conducted quails, multitudes of quails, 
on the wings of the wind to the Ifracliiifli'campt : If I 

to aflfii^l or punifli, he can difpatch by this invifible 1 

vehicle the deftrudtive locuft, plague, or other mortal ^ 

difeafe. By this, which Is the breath of our,noftrils, 
fee performeih his woi^ders in the firmament above, 
and in the earth beneath, and in the fea, and in all 
deep places ; fo wonderfully diverfified is the wifdom 
of himT who fafliioned all things according to the 
'council of his will ; and who, in his government of the 
iiatural world, acls -without controul, bringing his 
wind out of its.treafures, and .cauflng.it to blow whci^e 
he lifts, in whofe hand are its ways, and by which 
' he ferveih his purpofes ; for his way is in the whirl- 
wind and ftormy blaft* 

7, The deep and widely extended Ocean;' which, 

withoMt 

* Ccn, viii. !• f Numb. xi. 3t. 
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Without anfwering fome great and excellent purpofe, 
would be deemed a wafte or an cncroachmejit on the 
earth: But a'proper attention to its utility, fhews the 
wifdom of God therein to be eminently great and con- 
fpicuous. For, extended as this colle<5lion of water is, 
it is 'not too large to anfwer the defign of tlie Almighty 
in the ends of creation and providence. Is it not one 
fource of all our ftore ? What would the earth produce 
without its aid ? Hence the truly my fterious and marvel- 
oufly wonderful method of providence, in railing up from 
the fea large and 'perpetual quantities of water, which 
is depoflted in the air, and carried on its wings to the 
remoteft part of the world ; and, as the exigences of 
the earth .require, is diftilled in gentle dews, and 
more copious fhowers of rain, fnow, &c. by which, 
vegetables of every kind receiving nutricious juices, , 
the whole earth is replenifhed with bleffings, and e- 
very Ifving thing richly provided for. And indeed, 
how often has a reftraint of thefe caufed a temporary 
famine ? 

8. And that the fountain be not exhaufted of too 
much diminiihed, it is refunded; the^reateft {5art of 
the liquid element is conveyed back to the place 
whence it was taken, by the rivers and fubterraneous 
paflages of the earth. And thus, like the circulating 
blood through a human body, there is a perpetual and 
profitable motion, 

9. A fecond benefit refulting from the fea, as aft 
cffca of the wifdom of God, is, that it is rpplenifh- 
cd with a promifcuous crowd of fc^ly inhabitants** 
Thefe, numerous in their kinds, and infinite in their ' 
numbers, fitted for the cool and flexible dement, per- 
form 
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form without overfeer or guide, the vaiious tafks by 
th€ author of nature afligned. Tliat degree of intelli- 
gence with which the firft of every fpecies was fur- 
niilied, and which has been propagated with every 
fucceeding order, has fufficiently inftrudcd them in 
all matters of occoi^omy, calculated for their contintt* 
ance and increafe, 

10. And as infinite wifdom decreed that fomc ani- 
mals of little fervice toymen, ihould, by others, be fub- 
dued and kept within proper bounds, that their num- 
bers might not be a nuifance to the earth ; how won- 
-derfully does the fame wifdom appear in the decree 
concerning the fiflics of the fea ! Inftead of a provi- 
fion diftinft from themfelves, of which their element 
affords very little, they are deftined to be the food of 

' each other. And to prevent tliis procccdurc from de- 
ftroying or reducing them to too fcanty numbers, the 

. increafe of each is proportioned, whereby they ,are 
rendered fufficient for themfelves, and afford ^ repaft 
for myriads of mortals on every part of the globe. 

' II. The Revolutions likewife, which nature regu- 
larly makes, are fimilar proofs, as of the infinite, fo 
of the unerring wifdom of God. The earth, the 
ponderous earth, with its incumbent load of things, 
animate and inanimate, in its conftant whirl from 
.weft toeaft, .which it performs in the moil exa<fl or- 
deri produces a perpetual fucceffion of day and night. 
And as by this motion dn its own axis, every fide is 
fumed towards the fun in the fpace of twenty-four 
hours, fo every habitable part of the earth, except 
lliofe near the poles, witnefs the altcrnitive of d -y and 
flight, and the good effects' of botli in fo (hort a time. 

• And 
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And while it is thus IncefTantly labouring for the good 
of its inhabitants, it takes a different rout, from the. 
north to the foulh, and from the fouth to.. the norriv 
M'hich it;performs in twelvemonths; when(;e arifeth 
that perpetual and almoft impercepllkle change q{ fea- 
fons, governed by heat and cold, as the earth inclines, 
to, or recedes from, the fun's direcler rays ; the reafon 
of the fummer's heat being the rays of the fun falling 
more diredUy on the cartli> as the. winter* cold is oc- 
qafioncd by the oblique, dir eftion of the fame rays*. 
Hence it is, that as the earth's diurnal motion gives 
day and ni|;ht, fo its annual motion is the caufe of 
fummcr and winter; and both confpire to give the 
earth that teq?|*era.inent .which Is neceffiwy for its pro* 
duclion of proviiion for all creatures: In which is 
difcerned'ihe wlfdom of GoD^ fo conilituting and 
ordering all things, 

12. And that tbefe. revolutions arc the effcdl of di- 
vine wifdom, ii. indifpulably evident: For though it 
is granted that bodies influence each other toward pro- 
ducing effcfts, as the fun the earth in refped of fruit- 
fulnefs, 6cc. ,ac,Gording to the different portions in 
which they ftand oppofcd to each other; yet tliat re- 
gul.r variety of fuuiction, in whidi tliey.have con-' 
tinucd, and in one point of which they were Hr fir 
placed, xan be rttfolved iftto nothing but ihe .wifdom , 
of God, whp, as. a wife mafttr-builder, forefaw the 
abfolute neceffity of fo various an order, for the con- 
tinued u^efulnefs of tl)c whole. For, had the earth, 
like tiie fun, been det liucd in. a fixed pofrion,. (which 
it is, as it rcTpcfls the earth) the parts facing the fun 
would -prtifcrndy hav^ b^tn par.clieJ, or turned into 
luruing fandb; and the oppofile parts, through the 
C. fun's 
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Urn's perpetual abfence, ftagnated with cold ; in both 
which cafes, unfruitfulnefs had been the confequencc, 
and only the parts influenced by the fan's indireft 
rays, could have continued in any confidefable degree 
fruitful. To refolve the contrary of which, int6 any 
thing but the wifdom of God, is certainly the fool* 
ijhnejs of folly. 

13. The Tower of GoD executed or brought into 
being, the things which his wifdom defigned. Stu- 
pendous are the things which are feen ! And whence 
coUe^ed He the materials of which earth' and fkies, 
and all other creatures are compofed ? Whence came 
the elements, \he fource and matter of corporeal be-. 
ings ? Did not Go d create them ? As they once were 
not, and as nothing can produce nothing, they rofe 
into being by the power of his word. He fpake, and 
it was done ! He fald, let them be, and diey ftood 
forth J. He made the elements of earth, air, water, 
and fire ; which for a time continuing in a confufed 
mafs, He feparated, and out of them formed all fub- 
iunary things ; the compofitions of all creatures being 
a mixture of the whole. And though lefs than infi- 
nite power could not produce f6 wonderful efFeftsj 
yet with what facility did He finiili his work! 

14. And how wonderfully does the fame almighty 
agency manifeft itfelf in the prefervation and govern- 
ment of t'he whole! The Ikies, with their numerous 
.and noble hofts, hang pendulous widiout vifible fup- 
port ; neverthelefs arc fupported and preferved in all 
the bloom and vigour of youth. Yea, the earth, 
which h^ngs upon nothing, and has no folid founda* 

tlotf 
J Gen. i. 15. 



lion to reft on, being fufpended in air, remains the 
.fame in nature, fuuation, and motion. The air, not- 
wlthftanding the many things tliat mix wlth^ and ad- 
here to it, retains its fiibilanoe> and performs its of- 
fice in a due fubordination to God's providence, and 
the good of all creatures. And ihefea, with i^ per- 
petual flux, and reflux, in its place ; and the water 
thereof in its unremitted motion, in afcending and 
defcending in vapours and (bowers, miniflertng to the 
earth, has been prcfcrved in its fulnefs and motion 
from its firfl exifleiice, through all paft generations: 
Yea, in the midft of fuch revolutions and changes 
as human aflfajis are fubjed^ unto ; when empires have 
changed their mafters, and governments their forms s 
Vfhcn arts and fciences, and matters merely contin- 
gent, depending on the fliprt continuance and caprice 
of mea» have been raifed or depreffedi nature* in re* 
fpe£l of the various orders of beings and government 
of the whole^ has continued (notwithftanding the 
chafm occafiQned by the flood) in an uninterrupted 
courfe to this day. Thefe, by the decree of the AI* 
^ghty^ according to iba laws^y Mrhidh He. prefecves* 
^nd governs jaU. thbgs, remain, and muft remain^ 
till he revokes it ; f when the heavens will pafi. awajr 
'^witha great noife, ^e elements mekwith fervent 
" beat, the earth alfo, and the works that arc there-^ 
" in, Ihall be burnt up*." 

15. And as the wifdom of God is exhibited in the 
inconceivable variety and harmony of, and his powc© 
in giving being to, and preferving all things ; fo is 
kis goodnefs in the conilitutionaL quality of them* 

♦ II. Pet. iiL 10* 
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'Geod^efs, in inanimate fimpk effences, is their agree- 
able quality in reference to other things; in compoii- 
tions, it i* a regular mixture of the whole ; in things 
animate, it is that which makes them eafy in them- 
fthesr, and ufeful to others ; in rationals, or man- 
kind, it IS the difpofition which renders their exift- 
ttjce- profitable and pleafant in itfelSf, fd}fcrvient to 
the good of fociety, and . inflriimental to the glory of 
Goix. 

10. The firft conceivable idea of goodnefs, is the 
whale AaittPc of 'God. He is {^yoth^i) ^od in his 
eflence- and atlrifeirtes ;tfte'Original G9orf, andGoc^ 
nekiti^k ^Heride-ffei^ without compare; other 
goodi mjy yc$ nwtiTbe compared^ w^h his-, ' b«t his 
vkh fionei^ Hfris the ai«hor and dirpittftt of good 
to att ci«atlti«s> aad the Haiida^d by whwh it is^ tt) bfe 
«e«ftwttt ; a«d ataeokRng td thcr degree of wearneftf to 
whdch the goddfteft of atiy creamre ^JMroaches his, 
fliat » the iealwdoe ©I* tWK Wortfv of itv 

"' ' '• ' - ['- > I . "•'/.'. 

x?. Aaitfi Mdl' tHi&g» went} o^todt Iqrhim, wwe 
ihe iffuc o£ Ms.fKm^Mtvpotdfi tixety we» conftituttd 
good aecordiQgi-ta) their ievcral natures, qualiciesy ca- 
pacitkfe, afad iatendiBd vks. The elements originally 
contaiiMtd: iKJ.nattral. evil ; and as' the animal part of 
creation was partly compofed of the elementary, fo 
confiftent with the divine veracity, the compofitions 
wtre'ai good as flic iibiplc ingrcdienite : For the Un- 
erring Judge pronounced them G^od. But the good- 
Bc6 of God. did moft cmiBcntly appear, was moft 
confpicuous,. being drawn in the llvelieft ccdours^ in 
man's rational, holy, imm6i?tal nature. It was the 
mafter-piece of created perfeftion and beauty; the 
.'..:. ' image 
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Fmage of the Deity reflcoted in the glafs of the csrea- 
ture, realized in the fweft harmony of knowledge,. 
holinefs> happinefs, and immortality ; By which he 
made a nearer approach to the true ftandaid of good,, 
dian any other creatrire# 

18^. And as a qualitative and fubfervlent ufc wa*; 
eftabliflied betwixt the general coders of beings^ in. 
reference to the fupport and profperity of each other ; 
asvegitative life was to minifter to animal life, and 
both to the human fpecies, it is prefumed that they 
were as good, in tlieii- relative capacity, as in. their 
real natures. Hence man's every fenfe was regaled i 
his eyes beheld* the beauty of all terreftial things : 
The arure tieavens over his head, and the blooming 
earth under hi* feet, w*ith a multipKeity of Ihining 
ibrms, compofed of animated matter on every fide, 
and himfelfas tfieir king, commanding the obedient 
whole. His car, ftruck Avitli the melodious voice of' 
nature; the birds with their tuneful' notes, and other- 
creatures with hoarfer accents, 'ferved to render para- 
dife more paradifiacal ft ill. His palate, exquifitely 
fenfible, rellfljed the rich variety of delicious fruits. 
prepared ifor his repaft> without fatiguing toil, and; 
M'ithout fattety of its fweetncfs. Eden, no itiolement 
clime, where ruffling witids, driving hail; and fcorch- 
ing funs, friffd and urtpolifli nature's fa'ce^ where all 
was fmootb, foftj and delicate to touch : Brawniiicft-, 
©f'h.uids,or-other parts, by intenfe labour, w-as un- 
coniradled,. had no place in paradife; hence a fimilit 
fmoothnefs, and mutual foftnefs every where obtain'd;, 
Vea, fragrant nature, wi<h her rich perfume, high-feent- 
ed effluvia, mingling with' the breath of llieil' noftrilSj, 
WdS^health to tlieir bodies, and-pleafure to their 11 ve^.. 
C3, Xhv«s 
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Tbu^ the uhcreated Ordinal Good; made known the 
rkhesof bis goodncfs, ircoaftiiutmg; all diings good 
in ilhemlelves^ and with t^f^pc&i to each othor. And 
as there was a ccmcurrence of wifdora, power* and 
goodnefs in the creation of God, fo doubde^ of 
juftice" alfo, efpccially refpefting intelligent creatures. 

19. 5Vir> was the. attribute by which idie Almighty 
formed his pl^, and according to which he executed 
his whole defign. Juftice is both the iffue and gu^ir- 
dian of holinefs; it %tngs from, and is a defence ojf 
tiiat divine quality : And as the Almighty is pcrfeft 
in holinefs, fo he is juft both to others and himfel£ 
Hence it would as little coniift widi juftice as good- 
nefs, to give fuch a conftjjtution to any creat^e, as 
would incvitahfy mik£ it miferabfc i or fo to fubjc^ . 
it In point of ij^rvice to any other creature, as that its 
life ihould be a greater burthen thaa Uefling tmto il» 
}f in tlie beginning, ea^iitence was not as profitable as 
Bon-exiftence to every living thing, their creation 
was a deviation from the rule of both juftice and 
goodnefs. How much lefs could it conftft; with juf^ 
tlce, to create immortal fouls for eternal mifery ^ The 
fubjedling a creature to fomc degree of mifery for a 
feafon> in order to its greater enjoyment of happinefs 
afterwards, is highly confiftent with juftic^* But the 
fubjccling fouls to perpetual mifery, without any de-* 
lault of tlieir own, as there is no poffibiiity of a future 
recompence, fo it is unjuitj and confequcmly was 
aever done by the Deity., . 

20 Yea, the fubjc<fting all men to a poffibiiity of. 
eternal mifery, by caufing it wholly to depend on tho^ 
conduct of Qoti, without their onn free confent, as in 

the 
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f be Cftfe of Adam and hi» poftev Ity> would Jidt coA' 
fift \vith juftice* Ajud us aU men did not tonfetit to be 
fepre&nledi andto have their eternsil ftate determined 
by his condv£l>. fa». llptcbaaat^ their )£»k/ mifery dU 
not abfolutely turn upon his difobedience: For though 
it is certain that he did reprefent all men, as they 
Vfese fimifudly inhitn, and did a<^ for them in that 
which concerned their eternal ftate ; yet, J believe, 
the Alorigiaty did not caiife the falvauon of aU men to 
depend' on fi> cafdal a thbg as Adam's abftainiiig 
from tfaeLlorbi^deii fruiit,'ivikhQtH.de£gDJQg, in cafe 
.of -failufef to depute his 'Son to adl for them as a Re- 
.decmer and Saviour; as well to alone /or original ^, 
as to procure for, and poffefs them of a meafure of 
grace» to recapaeitaite thqn to work out their own Mr 
vation^ and fo pafs. through a Arate of perfonal pro- 
bation, m referehce to eteraallifsL Yea, 'tis probable, 
if Adam hdd retained- and tranfmitted purity to pofte^ 
rity, it vrould not have exempted them from perfonal 
trial ; as what Chr IST did for their reftoratioa, does, 
not free theii from the neceflity of working out their. 
falviion, t^ probationers fot hedven. 

21. And. as the iUmighty made the produftion of 
one per foil to depend on the matter and means of o- 
thers; andias Adam*s immediate oiFspring iffued from 
the matter corrupted by the fir ft offence, fo his children. 
became finful by natural neceflity, witliout any per^ 
fonal fault or demerit of their own. And as a flnful: 
nature produces a iinful* praftice, which neceflarily 
invdves them in greater mifefy* and ruiit, without 
any poffbilityof extricating themfelves out of it ; . fo 
it was neceffary, highly neceffary, that they ihould be 
provided for : Juftice reqfared, that either Aidam o«/y. 

ifaould; 



Aould fiiffer for fais fiti> or be no parent ^mankind; 
or that his helplefs pofterity Ihbuld be relieved. A- 
greeable to which , die pomife of a^SsviQuir was made, 
before fentence was pronounce;! on Adam and £v^ in 
/paradiic^* ..'.,. 

. 22". Hence then as it was neceffary, as it was con- 
.gruous to reafon and juftice to ordain a Saviour for 
riiofe who became finful without their own choice, 
that by the grace of Go©, and the help of hisfpirir> 
they mig^t te in a capacity toffeeking and finding all 
fpiritaal bleffingfe : O, if neglc6ling that falvation, 
as it wouki be their own per fonal unneceiiitated fin ib 
to do, their condemnation wotdd be jufL And d( the 
4^1vation provided for them, extends alfo to,tbe.pe^>- 
fQnal offences and wants of all; wbo:recieve it on the 
lermsj^ropofed by the Almighty ;. fo ,it was <a»' in^ 
ftanceof jufiice .to relieve Adam's hclptcfsiofRpi^ingi. 
and an a^ of mercy to ordain a. Saviour for<'ptrfonal. 
.effen|iers« 

23. Seeing then that the Alftiighiy could not create 
fouls to wraA, nor fuffer them to perilh without per- 
Ibnal trial ; fo. being glorious in hdibefs, he wiH^e- 
ver do'wrong to any creature* None wJfl have caufe 
'to charge him with injuftice, in- withhol(|jng goodi 
uthen it Is due; nor in the inflidion of penal e^^J 
without caufe. Juftice will not fuffer him to-a^ in- 
confiftent widiwliat is rights, Neitlier' 

24. Can the Almighty in juftice fufferwrong with- 
out requiting it. The fame juftice u4iich oUigesi him 
to a right proccedurc in refpedt to oiljers, does, w4th^, 

^(aCiLviii..!^,. 



ihe fame exa^lnefs^ require juiticef to himfelf. Jiiftice 
-will fuifer no Violation, of bolineft, "either for or a- 
gainft it. And as the lawr of God is the image 6r 
.expreflion of his bolinefs^ fo the leait deviation from 
it, fubjeds the foul to a proportionable degree of pu- 
nifhment. Hence it is faid, *' Curfed is every one 
*' who conttnueth not in all things which are writfen 
"in the book of the law to do diera.^ ". And if in 
the beginning, when* the law was written on the heart, 
any oppofition had been made to it, it had not gone 
unpuuifhed : In like manner, the law of trial, the teft 
of obedience being broken, it was puniihed with 
death. And thus it mv& he in all otber cafes, ao^ 
cording to riie law of JTiftice: For, a^ God. is mi- 
changeable in holinefs, fo he is immutable in juftice; 
ddd dierefore wiU, ^ccorimg to the nature and degree 
oi the iofleiice;, proportion the punifhment. And by 
the fame ruk will he proceed in difpeniing rewards: 
They will be proportioned to the qualities, capacities, 
and* dep<>rirtient» of all ; for he will, judge the world 
in righttcjtffiiefs, and gite to every one their due,. • 

Herein appears what itiay be known of God, vbL 
bis fpiriii^i, holy natiire; bt&wifdom, power, good* 
joefs,. and juftice; all which are confpicuous. in the 
wojks of crea|ion[ and pfovidence; for the heavens 
^Xthibit. his glgry^ ^Bid tbe.€»rth ihewcth hi? handy- 
work.. Xhefe^k t^ teyery. nation and generation, ane 
faithful witnefle$ ^^ tliat he ^*,." .ind alfa of what he 
f:an dp. Human wifdow. would oonfider them as the 
iffueof long delibfiratkm and hbour^.But, tiie ele^ 
ments being firfli formed, he finiihed the whole in 
fi* d»yB, ^in, Tith pdfcflion ahd inimitable order,, as 
' ^ order. 



ftot t6 require a'rcviexv, but in order to be pronouncedj 
•' very good|f." How wohcierful tlicii is God! 

' Second y Proceed we now to fpeak of rnaii^ madd 
in tbc image of God, 

1. Man is a being compofedof matter and fpirir^ 
of a body and a foul. His ' body, taken from .tlie 
duft, is a compoficion of the elements; and is fo liear^ 
ly related to diis world, that he may with propriety 
he termed a part of it: Which rdaiion capacitates 
him to partake of the profits and pleafures, which al- 

-mofi: every creature adminifters tx> his feveral ienfes, 
and appetites, for his fupport and delight; 

2. His foul is a fpiri^al being, different from his 
body, in which it is placed, and by which it is go- 
verned. The fpiriiuallity of the foul is inferred from • 
its origin, God ; who, after forming the body, breath- 
ed into him the " breath of life, and be became a 
" living foul*; " and from its agings, which matter, 
asfuch, however modified, cannot attain to, viz. think- 
ing, reafoning, remembering, &c. all which are adls 
of intelledual nature, and fpring from that principle 
of intelligence, feated in, and confined to, or termi- 
nated in that part of the body, where all the animal 
■fcnfes meet, viz. the head: Which fiiuation of the 
foul, is fuificiently demonftrated by, and becomes 
felf-evidcnt to all, who, retiring into themfelves; 
confuh the rife of their own reafonings j all- which 
center in and Aow fiom that part only. 

And, as the foul is the principle of life, fa 1^ is die 
I . fpring 

•I CS<n; J. 3 1. .*Ceii, u* ^i 
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fpring of all voluntary motion. For though the body 
moves by matter and means of its own ; by the nerves 
' being originated in the brain> and conveying thence 
animal fpirits, whereby life and fenf<? and motion are 
prefenred and performed in all parts of it ; yet they 
arc but fecondary* not p?!mary fprings of motion, and 
ad under/ being commiilioned and guided by the ra- 
tional fpirit; all voluntary motion being the refult of 
underftanding and choicfe, which are the properties ot 
Spirit only. 

3. The quality of the foul in the original flate, was 
correfpondent to HIS in whofe image it was made. 
For, as the fervice of man was to confift of adls per- 
fcdly agreeable to the will of God, in matters moral 
as well as ceremoni^ ; fo it could not confift with the 
wifdom and goodnefs of God, to conftitute a reafon- 
able, religious, accountable creature, contrary to him- 
felf. Wherefore, as God intended him to be an 
imitator of his imitable perfedibns, it behoved him to 
be poffeired not only of a fpiritual nature, and its 
faculties, mind, and will, wherein he might agree 
wWi God's natural image; but alfo be replenifhcd 
#ith whatfoever might give him the neareft refem- • 
blance of his moral image, the holinefs and^appinefs 
of God. As fiich, he was free from every temper 
and aifedion contrary to God, and difquietpg to 
himfclf ; wAs pure and peaceable, good st^^xl agt«;eable 
to God. And from the fpirituallity and purity of 
rfie foul, arofe all the properties peculiar to the primi- 
tive fkate of mann 

4* And being a compofition of earth and heaven, 
and haviftg fcnfes adapted to bodi, he was qualified to 

act 
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aft ill a double capacity; to feifve his ifiakelr in a reli- 
gious re^ard,^ and fupqri?itendjtl](^ agaks of |Ws life. 
Hence lie was knowingin tl^iags celfllialaild^erref- 
tial : Yet not as containing .innate ideds pfieither; but 
only, capacitated to receive tlie notices andia]|»reffiDn& 
of fpiritual things^ and the images of the earthly thxo' 
the;outward fenfes. But AQUg^.the. faculty of know-* 
ing ,did not contain or imply any idea pr iai^ge pf ^ny 
thing mriniical to itfelf ; yet it cc^dno fooa^r txiift^ 
than know or be fenfible of the Lord, itsMaksr^ 
objedlively : For, as the eye of the mind was clear 
and ftrong, and- .capable of difoerning' fpiritual .ob- 
jeds, and being ejiligh^ned with divinity itfelf, die 
light or prefence of the LoKD, fo he was the firft^ 
becaufe the neareft objedl of the mind: Wlierefore^ 
there being nothing t© darken, tlicir views of, at Hide, 
his face from them, he was exhibited to their yi^j4', 
on tlie firft opening of the fpiritual eye in the cfeated 
eftate, And by the fame ability, but through a dif- 
ferent medium, the fenfes of the body, the foul was 
capable of converfing with, and judging of external 
things : For as Adam gave names fuitabk to the na- 
tures of all creatures ; fo^ 'tis pro}>able, he fonin^d a 
juft notion of the nature qif fublunary .things, prior tQ 
any attention to their operations and dFecls* 

^ 5 i A fecond property of tlie foul was its ppwerful^ 
agency, Tljp body^ a compound being, by.reafonof 
its imbecility or weaknefs, is eafily reduced to a ftate 
of .inadivity.: But as the foul CQnfilis not of» parts, 
nor is compofed of different things, being, one frnxple 
eflence, fo it is always aftive. And as the invifibility 
and fin^ texture, of ^tlie air.^Lves,it a^iii-^baiu xefcm- 
b)anceoJFfpiritinjj^neial, to its peimancnt.operation> 
■-■'■" " " the 
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the coni^ant a^ion of air, is analogus to that property 
of fpirit, termed power: Whence arifeth die foul's 
unremitted adlion in thought, &c. and agency in ac- 
tuating ilie hody. And though fpirit is not Incapable of 
being annihilated by its maker; yet it .is not fubjed to 
decay of itfdf, noi can be defliroy'd by any creature. 
Hence 

6. The rational fpirit of man is the fame in all the 
viciilitudes of life. Its power is unalterable, mani-^- 
felling iifclf according to Its own arid the peculiar 
quality and condition of the body it informs. It 
fliews its power in good or evil ; in joy and grief, in 
love and hatred, in courage and fear, in hope and 
defpair : And when .the body laoguifhes under ficknefs 
or pain, infirmities and old age; in the niLdft of na- 
ture's ruins and the wreck of time, it fuffers no dimi^ 
nution. In the hour of death, when the blood runs 
tardy in the veins, and the pulfe beats low ; when e- 
very nerve is unftrung, and the whole fcene of out- 
ward things is clofing, even then, it retains its power; 
and except it be infenfible of its real condition, being 
blinded widi ignorance, hardened by Cm, and rendered * 
pa ft feeling, it has forebodings of its future fate, 
wimeffing a glorious earneft of heaven in holinefs 
and happinefs, or a fearful looking for of hell in a 
guilty confcience; which, to the dying, is an omen 
of eternal wrath. Yea, when all connexion and 
commerce with the body, is broke off, it fubfifls in 
happinefi or mifery, in the enjoyment of heavenly 
blifs or hellifli torment. Thus the permanent, un- 
changeabk nature of the foul infers its natural immor- 
tality, that being the true ground thereof, the bafis on 
which that dodiine is built. 

D 7. 
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' y. And that permanency might be rendered fubfer- 
vient to its real ufe, it was accompanred with Goodnefs, 
another property of the foul in the orlgin.'^l.ftate: Not 
an indifferency to good and evil, an equilibrium be- 
twixt right and wrong; for th^t had been to have a 
mixed, or no quality, a mere rafa tabula y to be im- 
prcffed by things extrinfic4 to ft, without any under- 
landing and choice of its own: Both which were fo- 
reign to the primitive ftate of man, made in the image 
of God. For, as every fubftance has a qu^^lity, and 
as it Is highly derogatory to God, ta fuppofe that a* 
fpirit morally evil was created by him, fo it was holy, 
prior to choice and every other thing : A neceffary 
confequence of which was, that as holinefs was the 
ground of its mor- 1 powers and perfedlions, fo good- 
nefs ran 'parallel with the whole foul. It was good 
in its effence, underftanding, will, affeclions, ana 
tempers. 

'8. Its effence, being fpintual, was comparatively 
good, as fpirit is a nearer reCcmblance of God than 
matter. . God is a fpirit, but to animal fenfe invifible. 
Similar to which, the fpirituality of the foul comes not 
undpr the obfervation of any of the outward fenfes. 
Hence it is, that definitions of fpirit, are rather nega- 
tions, what it is not, than poffitive peremptory decla- 
rations of what it is. It is not matter; it has not the 
groffnefs of its nature, nor its infenfible property. 
Spirit is a pure, fubde, lively, active, powerful fub- 
ftance." Its aftion evidences its diifercnce from mat- 
ter, and infers its likenefs to God. For, as God 
form'd all things, and puts and preferves inanimate 
things in motion; fo bodies poflTea of fpirit are mo- 
ved by it ^ in particular, the fpirit of man, informs, 

aftuates^ 
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aftuates^ and moves his cumbrous body with great a- 
gility and mighty force, in opjjofition to any obftaclci 
whatfoevcr. 

And as their fpirit was intelligent, qnd receptive of 
inftruction, and retentive of whit they were taught;, 
and having the objedive aid of outward things, the 
works of Go d to inftrudt them, and the fuperaddcd 
affiftajice of divine infpiration, the whole JfTued ia 
the knowledge of God, themfelves, and tlie world* 
They had knowledge of 'God's exiftence, effence, at- 
triLutes, i.nd vvill c-. ncerning them, of their own nature, 
& ate of life, and £nd for which they were made ; and of 
the world in which they were placed, and the nature 
and ufc of the things over which they preiided. And 
which, being without error, was a proof of the 
goodnefs of their Underfianding, and rendered them 
pioper inftruments of the Almighty's praife. And a« 
their judgment, touching all things, was accordi^ig ta 
truth, fo it was direded to right purpofes; t9 glorify 
God,. and fubfcrve his providence in governing the 
world, and anfwcring all thofe ends for which a Goo* 
of infinite wifdom furnilhed them with fo great means 
of knowledge, and fo good an underftanding. Thus 
reafon was the candle which the Lord lighted up, to 
guide diem in all their ways ; and which, bemg mo- 
raliz'd by the holy diipofition of the foul, had rcfpeft^ 
as well to Go D, the. fourfe of their benefits, and end of; 
their actions, as to the diings of this world.. 

9. Their IVill alfo correfponded. wida the will 06 
God, not having the flighteft tin^lure of bias to the. 
contrary. And iho* it was not immutable, nor inca-^ 
pablc of making a wrong choice, (efpecially by impo^ 
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iition from other things) yet it was good in itfelf, 
and wanted nothing of perfeftion, nor for its eternal 
continuance therein, but confirmation ; wliich was to 
be the fefult of a matter, not of a moral but ceremo- 
nial kind ; and fo was no trial of the (moral) good- 
nefs of the will, as inclining or difinclining to the ho- 
linefs pf God's will ; but only whether they would re- 
member the prohibition, and adl accordingly, in op- 
pofition to ail temptations to the contrary. And though 
their inferior appetites gave rife to a defire of animal 
things, proportionable to their wants ; yet that was 
not inconfiftent with tlieir religious defire, nor inter- 
ruptive of it, folong as nature remain'd in its created 
condition* ^{.ather, the fatisfa^ions arifing from ani- 
mal fupplies, wovM miniftcr to their thanlcfulnefs, 
and tend to retain the wiH in obedience to God. 
Neverthelefs, as the foul was placed in a body fur- 
roufided with objefts of fenfe, it was necelfary tci 
govern the fenfes and keep them in due fubordination 
fo rea'fon aiid rdigion, And as it was confiftent with 
ibe will of G<$D, for the foul to dwell in flefh ; fo it 
conlifted with a wiH inlirdy devoted to GoD,.to par- 
take of the things pertaining to the flcfti : But in thd 
wfe of, and for, and by them, God was to be glorified* 

• 10, Neither were their affeclions different from o-- 
ther primitive powers of the foul. Their Lovs wa^ 
natural and free, and *proportion able to the capacity oi 
the foul and the command requiring it. It necefiarily 
iffued from the image of God ftampt on their fpirit 
fn the day -of creation. Tliat was its origin, the one 
<mly root of religious love. JPor, if the knowledge of 
God, daily benefits, contemplation of -his works, 
mth a promife and profped of future felicity, were 

any. 
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any, they were but a fccondary c&ufc of their affeftxon 
for him. The lirft and principal caufe was likenefs to 
kirn. Other diings, as they evidenced Go d'jS bountiful 
^oodnefs, and how much he merited their favour, exr 
hibited the rfeafons of religious regard^ of loving him 
-with all. the heart, &c. and fo fubferviently aflifted 
the divine principle. And as holincfs was the firft> 
and other things a fecondary caufc; fo love.ctofifted 
in a pure and fervent affection for Go u and Ms fer- 
vice, a dofc attachment to, and finccre and earneft 
defire rmd endeavour to pleafe him. Love preterr'd 
him as their chief good, and produced fpontaneous 
ads of obedience.; it gave wings to every faculty and 
aiFedion of the foul, and fwifdy moved every membei 
of the body, to execute the defigns and didtates of th« 
mind. And hence as it was natural, fo it was eafy 
and delightful to love, him v%ith all the heart, foul^ 
mind, and ilrengtb^. 

la. . And= as- Fear was originated In the fame roo6 
with love, fo it was good in its nature and ufe. Fear^ 
was natural to them, as they were fenfible, dependants 
creatures. And dependance made it both their duty 
and. privilege : For, as their being and well being 
depended on God, it was right and profitable fo to* 
deport themiclves, as to render it honourable and ami- 
able to the. author of- being and blefling, and fubfer— 
vient to their own cafe aixl advantage. Eut their fear; 
was moral as. well as natural \ it refulced as well froni 
reverence and regard, as from fenfe and dopendance*- 
They feared Gob as their Creator, Father,. and:j 
Friend: Which- fear, if well ufed., hi^d been fuffi-:- 
cient to prefcrve them from evily and retain them in- 
iUiC fubordinaiicn and obedience to God- in alUhat 1^>» 
D 3 reqiiir'd , 
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-tcquir'd. , Aid as it was accompanied by, and con- 
fjiled vviih love, joy, &c, fo it was no timid nor tor- 
«ienting thing: They feared no want, nor punifl>- 
ittent from God, no failing c^ his goodnefs, nor in- 
iliclk n of evil. Their fear was an holy awe of the 
Almighty, a mixture of reverence and regard, inaf- 
JMuch as the greatncfs and goodnefs of GaD were the 
proper objects of it : Which (while obeyed) neceffav 
lily iffued in a holy, wife, regular converfation and 
conduft. 

12. And having no uneafy fenfatlons from prefent 
cifcumftances, nor any apprehenfions of future infeli- 
city ; moreover being repleniihed vith every profit- 
able and pleafant diing, their Joy was good, was fuch 
as could not fail of the approbation of Qotii and of 
rendering their cxiftence on earth, a fourfe of ferene 
and exuberant delight. And as . immortality was a 
conftitutional property of the foul, fo fearing, no dif- 
fblution of itfelf, nor any diminution of its happi- 
nefs, their rejoicing refpeded as well their future fe- 
licity as prefent condition. 

Yea^ fo ridi and redundant was their paradiiical 
portion, and fo bright the jyofped of its continuance, 
and the increafe of ccleftidl joys, that notwithflanding 
the poflibility of a forfeiture, of htmg deprived of 
prefent, and cut off from future good, implied in, and 
ilgnified to them, by the threatning of death in cafe of * 
difobedience; yet their if o/?^, their expedlation was 
great and good ; it iffued from holinefs, and having' 
the promife and profped: of terreftial and cdeftial 
worlds for, its objeft, it was abundant, .was full of 
rejoicing and immortality* 
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ij. And as inan bare the image of God, whidi e- 
levaied him above, all orders of animals, to a degree 
litde iuferlo^to angels; fo being the head of humah 
things, and having the government of the whole put 
into his hands, the property of his Iwly, high, and 
lofty nature, (being degenerated, is now calFd pride, 
whidi can fuifer no rival, nor brook equal or fupe- 
rior) was, in the original condition, true greatnefs of 
ibul ; and was as well a prefervative (by reafon of its 
goodnefs) againft ufurping unlawful authority over 
others, as from ftooping to, or being guilty of, any 
meannefs inconfiftcnt with the dignity and honour of^ 
a rational and religious creature. 
# 

14. Yea, the refenting vindiftive paflion of the 
foul, (now called anger) having its foundation in ho- 
liaefs, proceeded according to the rule of righteouf- 
nefs in what belong'd to its province. And as it was 
necefTary for man, fet over, and for the government 
of fubordinate creatures, to diftinguiih betwixt right 
and wrong^ a(Sions, fo alfo to have proper fcnfations 
of them, that he might diftribute to every creature ac- 
cording to its condudl. Moreover, being conftituted* 
for human and religious fociety, fo if in exercifing 
authority, (efpecially over children, if not in fome 
other cafes) corredion of any kind had been neceifary, 
it muft have been adgiiniftered with underftanding 
and energy, with a proper judgment and ju^fcnfe of 
the wrong requiring it. bideed, moral teipHyr, like- 
tafte, was a rule to itfelf : Whatever was according 
to its particular quality, was agreeable to it ; and the 
contrary/ its averfion. Wherefore, as the' ground of 
this temper was the image of God ; fo righteoufnjfs 
was pleafingi and unrlghteoufnefs difpleafing to iu 

Bufe 



But as the goodnefs of its nature was a prefervative- 
from extravagance in its exercife and exertion, fo it 
correfponded with his " who is flow to wrath, and of 
•' great goodnefs:** As fuch, it would not fpend it- 
felf in jierfonal abufes, and other methods of affliding 
mankind, nor by unmerciful ways of ruling and pur 
nilhing inferior creatures^ It. would manifeft itfelf in 
diftributingjuft ice. according to thelaw of moderation 4 
and,, in all poffible Gafes, intend as much the benefit 
of the fufFerer, in producing repentance and cefornjar 
tioD, as puni(hment for pail offences. 

15. AncJ as every .thing has its reverfe, in reality 
or imagination, lo the contrary of ambition and dif- 
pkafure,.are humility and meeknefs. And^holinefs 
giving a juft poiaje to every paflion ; and they, th« 
fubjeds of ihefe pafl[i6us, being dependant on GoVg 
and under obligations to ferve him ; and. a famenefs 
of nature and ftate fub(]fting amongft them; and hav;? 
ing affettipn for, and dcpendance. on, each other foK* 
aflillance; and being accountable to Gon for their 
cpndudt, humility was natural to, and neceflary fpc 
.them; it.was the law. of their heart,. and the rule^. 
duty, and eyeicife of.thcih lives: Tliey were lowly ia 
their own eyes, and mutually, fubfervieut tp the fer-- 
v;ce.and fatisfadion. of.each ojtjier.. 

Now this native unfeigned humility was accom-. 
panied with meeknefb; which, being the reverfe of,- 
anger, was a foft, eafy, pliable difpofition of mjnd:: 
And whicb.> as it was an. antidote againft, and cor-, 
redtive of the refentive temper, and mollifying of its. 
fruifs, th» words and works produced by it ; . £0 it was, 
that which rendered its pofTeflbrs eafy in thcmfelvesju 

-fufceptlve. 
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fufceptive of good^ proof agaiaft interruption from 
others, and promotive of the peace and pr^fperity of 
all ; being productive of companion ^ kindnefs, &c. 
in converfation and conduct. 

16* And this goodnefs, in conjunftion with the o- 
ther powers and properties of the foul, was the ground 
of Jujtice, in reference to God the Creator, and to 
all creatures according to their feveral natures, and 
the relations in wfuch it ftood to them, giving to all 
iheir due. To God, fpontaneous acknowledgments 
of his wifdom, greatnefs, and goodnefs, confplcuous 
in the newly created world; praifing and magnifying 
his name, walking in his fear and love, and by mov- 
ing in the fphere in whish he was placed, did the 
will ofGoD on earth as it is done in heaven. 

To creatures of every kind ; to mankind in pariU 
cular, who being of one nature and f imily, were con- 
llituted andcircumftanced to render mutual ftrvice, and 
aflbrd reciprocdl fatisfaclioji. Wherefore, (Srogyij) 
true natural aifedion fubfifling among them, they 
tvould render to each other tl>e thing that was right: 
Lcjve was their law. Moreover, the law of truth be* 
ing written on their heart, it was natural and eafy 
for them (while they retained it) to iranfcribe it in 
tiieir lives, in doing to one another as they would be 
done to. And, in refped of the animal' world, to 
govern them as became the creatures of God, created 
and Calculated for their content ; minifterlng to their 
fenfes and appetites, eafe, and animal fatisfadion. 

17, Thus was man, with a fpiritiial, rational, im- 
mortal nature ; a clear underftanding, righteous will, 

and 
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«nd holy affctlions, and dominion over all fiiblunary 
things, made in the image of God, So did the Lord 
of glory create him an image of his own immortality, 
aiid communicate to that nature a holy quality, that 
he might refemble his Maker in eafe and happinefs, 
in a fe»ene tranquil mind, as well as in other powers 
and properties. 

And in this holy, happy condition he was defign'd 
to continue; c^puble of doing his Maker's will in all 
that concern 'd him as a. worftiiper of God and go- 
vernor of the world, being thoroughly furni(hed with 
ivhatfoever was requifite for a right difcharge of his 
duty. And as his created condition was good, was 
agreeable to God, and fatisfadory to himfelf ; fo the 
'things intended to perpetuate it, were excellently cal- 
culdtcd'to anfwer that purpofe; for he was placed in 
the midft of a rich profufion of all that could profit 
and plea fe: Every fenfe and appetite of the body, 
every fucuCty of the mind, and religious difpoiitionr of 
the heart, had their fatisfying delights, 

184 But a pofTitive command being added, a iingic 
prohibition as the tcft of their obedience, in whidi, 
through the fubtlety of Satan they fell : This threw a 
gloom on their glory ; and from the heights of holi- 
nefs and happinefs, caft them down to the depths of 
fin and mifery ; which I intend for the fubjed. of the 
following diicoiirfe. 
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A 

DISCOURSE 

O N 

Genejis^ Chap. ii. Ver. 17. 

In the day thou eatejl thereof thou Jlmlt 
furely die. 

y^oMMOM'^^OOD as man's primitive condition was, it 
i p I was notwithft rinding a ftate of picbatiott, 
J I in reference both to time and eternity. 

/3(»«oo«ao.)g( jj,^ matter of probation, the teft of their 
obedience was the prohibited tree; their conduct touch- 
ing that was to determine their futiire condition . And 
being a fenfitive external thing, and no objeft of the 
mind, nor having any temptation from want, the lines 
of duty fully drawn, and the fandion of the law clcar- 
Iv revealed; fo their danger in not enduring the triil, 

did 
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did not iffue from ignorance, or evil inclination of 
mind or neceffity of body, or want of ability to per- 
form the tafk affigned, and ftand the time of dieir tri^ 
al; but from remitting their care in recognizing, 
in faithfully remembering what had been delivered to 
them, in that cafe, and in not fufficiendy guarding a- 
gainft all iniinuations from without, not tending to 
their continuance in that happy ftate. 

But Satan, once an angel of light, having paffed 
through a limilar ftate of probation, and through dcs- 
fedion from duty had met with punifhment proper to 
his crime, (being caft out of heaven without hope of 
recovery) and envying the happinefs of the firft pair 
in paradift, malicioufly fought to make them equal with 
himfelf in crime and punifhment; infinuated himfelf 
into the ferpent, and fo adtcd the orator, that the weak- 
nefs of woman yielded thereto. '/ She took of the tree 
*' wljereof God had faid ye (hall not eat, and gave to 
•^ her hulband, and he did eat alfo*.*' Here was the 
firft in ft a nee of human difobedience. 1 hus the divine 
prohibition was broke through , which brought death 
into the world, with all our woes.. Deadi, according 
to the divine declaration, was now, by tbefe, unhap- 
pily incurr'd : For as they were both concerned^in tlie- 
fame crime, fo they were both involved in di^ftmc" 
condemnation. " In the day thou eateft thereof thou 
'f fhalt furely die," was then initially fulfilled. It 
was now that the life which they had received, and by 
which they were rendered capable of living agreeable 
to tlie will of God, was forfeited and effaced. 

But to form a better judgment of this, I ihall, Firft: 
' ^ ccnfidcr 

* Cqti, iii. 6, r • . 
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confider the death they wer€» threatened withj and* 
Secondly, how they died. « 

1. And firft of death. Now death is the privation of 
life; but, as contraries caft light upon, and illuftrate 
each other, fo in fpeaking to this part of the fubjedV, 
it will be neceffary firft to ihew how or in what fenfe 
they lived; fdf only as they lived, fo only could 
th^y die. 

1. And firft, as man was not felf-fufficient, as hd 
could not fubfift without other things ; and as he had 
a privilege of eating of every tree of the garden, fave 
one ; fo he had an animal life, the life of the body, 
to which the fruits of paradife were to minifter. The 
fountain of this life was the blood, which was diiFufed 
Arough the body, the minuteft fibres of flelb, and the 
moft callous parts of the bones partake of its influence. 
Of this,, the fleftily heart, refident in, the breatt, is 
both the foUrfe and receptacle; it flows from, and 
after circulating through the feveral parts of the bodVi 
returns to it again. But a^ air is abfolutdy neceflary, 
as animal life cannot fubfift without its aid, it being 
the principle promoter, the chief agent In faisilitating 
Ae motion of the blood, .fo it is improperly called 
the life of the body. This life was without under- 
fUndingand will. 

2. As man was conflituted Lord of die earth, as^ 
he was to rule and govern fubordinatfe creature's, fo 
he had a rational life. This rational life differed 
eifeutially from hi« animal life. If mafter'was its 
origin, that of which it M'as madej it was not matter 
as it made a part of man's compofkicm.' It was fpirit, 

E becauffe ' 



• 



( 42 ) 

becaufe it could thl^k and will^ which matter, a| 
iiich, IS iiipapable of. But as thinking is reft rained 
to one part of man only, and as the foul is fubftantia 
Togitani, a thinking fobftance, fo it runs not paraHel 
with, is not extended to or featcd in every part of 
the ^ody. Rather, being to the body what a ruler 
is to a nation, it reiides in the capital, the head. 
There all reafonings and counfels are formed^ and 
from thence iffues all commands for the government 
of the body, and the affairs of this life. This life 
was fpirltual, rational, and immortal. 

3. As man was created and qualified to worfbip 
God, to ferve him in a religious capacity as well 
as to fuperlntend' fublunary things, it infers that he 
kad a moral or religious life, which was the quality 
of, or holinefs inhering in the fQbftance of his ratio- 
nal fpirit. This mpral life implied both the know- 
ledge of God, and a difpofition to ierve him. And 
this knowledge was immediate or direcl : For as he 
i¥as the objedl of their mind, and their fpirltual eye 
being unclouded and clear, they faw the invifible. 
And their difpofition to ferve God was correfpohdent 
to his holinefs, law and government; it contain d 
every affe^ion and temper congruous to God as Ae 
jpbjeA of religious adoration* 

That this was a part of man's primitive life, is 
evident from the nature of God, which is fpirltual 
^nd holy; in the image of whom man was made* 
And this 1^<|, in conjundlion with God's moral go- 
vernment, bis prohibiting evil and commanding good, 
gave that evidence of God's moral image, which the 
fpirituallity of die foul and the works of Gon gave 

of 
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of his natural image. And as ieafoa> from the vii> 
blc world, bferred a God, wife and powerful, whicK 
were, a fuflicient evidence of his natural image, his 
fpiritualtty and univeifality ; fo holinef^ and moral 
government witneifed his purity, goodnefs and juf- 
lice, M^recfver, as the eifenoe of God Is in wery 
place, {o the fhining of his holinefs on the heart, 
gave a clear fenfe of his prefence with it: For, as 
the eye of the body, by the light oi the fun, fees 
the fun and eJtternal things ;^fo the eye of their mind, 
(being dear, becaufe holy) 'by the light of God, 
defcerned God and heavenly things. This life was 
divine ; yet mutable* 

And as they pofTeft a Aoral, rational, animal life^ 
fo it was in refped of thefe &at they were liable to 
die : It was the lofir of thefe that was to be the (HmlA** 
ment of eating the forbidden fruit. And as thefe 
centr^ in their being, were that life op live* wbicb 
&ey had from God, fo die threatenfeg had refpeft 
to eve^ particular of the'whole. For, as eating waa 
the execution of what \he mind had confented to, it 
indicates that the whole Man was concerned: As 
fuch, there was the fame reafon for.its refpe^ing the 
whole, as any part fliereof. Had it been the offence 
of one part only, it had fufliced to puniih that part: 
But as the whole was culpable ; as reafon ofFended lit 
believing a lie, and the moral principle ^in facrificing 
to Satan, and the animal part in eating the prohibited 
fruit, it was but juil that the whole fhould fuffer. 
litis then, the lofs of moral, rational, animal life, 
was the death they'were threatened withr The man-- 
Iter of which death, I fhaU in the fecond place 
eonfider. , ' 

tz U. Aad 
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II. And fifft, dieir moral ability vas afTcAed. 
Holinefs, the moral life of the foul was loft; by 
whicb^ as ia that refped they beoame dead in them- 
felves, fo alfo to all the ebjedls and exercifes of it. 
And as their underftanding was clear as the unfpotted 
mir0>ur, as they had light fufficient to>dif(iern their 
own condition^ and whatfoever was exhibited to them} 
£b by that fatal apoftacy, their meridian light was 
turned into midnight darknefs, thereby they were 
rendered fenflefs touching their own ftate of mind, 
becoming a mere riddle to tliemfdves in regard of re« 
ligious things, , The deiire of univerfal knowledge, 
of being as gods, knowing good and evil, was pu- 
niihed with a blindnefs which rendered them infenii- 
ble of, and fecure in bad circumftances. Good and 
evil had now. the fame afpecl ; for as a blind man 
cannot diftingiiiih colours, fo tbofe benighted fovds 
did not difcem things which differ ^ they faw not 
from what heights of holinefs and hkppinefs> to what 
depths of fin and mifery they had fallen : As fuch, 
they were uncpncem'dj they neither felt nor feared 
for tbemfelves. ' 

2. Wherefore as by the corrupting of holinefs, or 
the divine quality, (which w:as moral death) light was- 
turned to darkncfs, and therewith all moral difcern- 
meut of thcmfelves was lofl ; fo likewife of God ia 
the. fame refpeft. The brightnefs of his face, his 
glorious light, which is brighter than the ihining of 
the fun in his ftrength, and which is the objed of 
pure minds only, difappeared. As their internal eye 
^ad fuffered the lofs of its receptive power, fo it^ was 
irepdered unreceptive^-of that light, in which alone 
Qot> could be feea : For as by tlie rays of the fua 
. \ falling 
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liBmg en fte eye, tfce body rf the fun l&iKfceniecIi: 

fo only by. the light ef 60© Ihkifeg oa ^ mind>. 
can there be any fpiriturfl inrbiMl knew4edgjeof Go d ^ 
But as the lightwhich was ia^hcw, thelight of holi- 
nefs, (being a proper^ of the image of Gol>, where- 
in they were created, and by whfc^ they held ooaK 
verfe with'GoD and the fpirltual worId> as their bt>* 
dies with the material world) wa« become daritneft^ 
-fo notwithflandingthc nearnefs or prefence ofGox>^ 
they could not difcem him : The foul was ftow as in^ 
capable of ^eing and converfing with God, as the- 
«ye of the body is of Viewing viiible objedls^ T^'tlen it 
has bft all power of feeing, And^ • ' . ' ^ 

• 3. As the intemaf knowledge of Gop was infepa- 
rsSSk from his being the object of religious wbrfhip j 
•as it was impoffibk talov«, delight 'in, and adore hint 
its creator, benefeftor and lord, Withotrt an immedi- 
ate aiid direft knowfedge of him, (not mediate and^ 
tndired: by his works) to guide their afFed^ions and 
addrefles, that fo their ofFermgs might be with uiider- 
landing and acceptance; jbut lin having feparated 
between God and the foul, they could not compre* 
bend, thei^^ midnight mind was inci^pable of feeing^ 
and giving *h{m praifes due: They could only offer 
(ifa«y) abtirid, fenflefs offering, the facrlfice of % 
fool : As fuch, he ceafed to be the object of tffeir reli- 
gious adoration. And though creation was ft ill a proof 
of his exigence, and afforded a philofophicidea of him j 
yet as that implied nodired difc^overy or manifcftationt 
of him to the mind, fo thebeftmohumentalinfcriptroi^ 
fiiey could raife to or give of him, would only equal. 
die Athenian ApurcJ &iu, ^ To the unknown God**'*' 

E 3 4k 
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4. Itoct it i8» that where the light of Christ 
Amines not (which is not the origbaU but a reftoced 
li^t) there is total darknefs, a perfed infenfibility 
of all that concerns man as a religious creature ;. and 
which, jas it ftews that natural lights fo called, is a 
non-entity^ has no being, fo it exhibits the higheft 
propriety in charaderizing, in calling natural mea 
(jnwe^) darkmfff, as well with regard to the ab- 
fence of light in the mind^ as of the want of external 
revelation* 

5. Here ended man's moral ability, his underftanding^ 
of good and evil: His fpirit was no more the candle 
of the Xord fearching the inward parts ; that lamp of 
heaven was put out, and therewith all iight of himself *' 
and the cdeftial world. And being no longer the vtmm 
pie of the Lord,, nor having any fight of fi^matural 
things;, moreover^ haviiig contrafted an earthly qua* 
li^, a difpoiition which guided their eyes, fo their 

^iews were caft upon theinfelves, their outward eftate« 
tKe form and. condition of their bodies; which, 'jis 
prchablc, till then, they had feen without concern and 
without emotion, their native purity and innocence 
making them live a life of great abfbadion from 
things ienfible, not knowing, or not conndering that 
th^ were naked ; or it being no crime fo to be, and 
fo no csyufe of ihame;, to which adverting, they were 
alhamed with, I prefume, an evil ihame, their bodies 
being' probably the fame as when diey were • not a-f 
ibamed ; and which, as it was .the condition the wif-r> 
dom of God placed them in,, and in which no<)oub( 
he defign'd them to continue, was the rule whertby ta 
judge and determine what was fliameful or &ot fo» 

t £phe* v^ s« 
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And as their ihame was not fb much &e effeft of thek 
guilt for departing from the commandmeat delivered 
10 tfaem» as a befaoMmg; the vifible ftate of nature, 
comely in itfel^ but now matter of ihame to them.r 
they judged not in the wifdom of God, but th^t of the 
ierpent, «' which calleth evil-good, and good cvilj." 

6. ^nd as dieir fpirit was rendered dark and undiff 
ceming in things religious, fo their ffill no longer 
Gorrefpondod with the will of God. Though formed 
upright, they fought out inventions, they facrificed to 
another than God ;. and in their difobedience to him 
did fervice to Satan, by which they renounced allegiT 
ance to God die creator, and fubjcdted themfdves to 
Satan the ufurper ; which. being done in a ftate of inr 
nocencc and freedom> it was choice and not neccffity 
that determined them* Moreover,, as the whole of 
their happinefs was fufpended on their conduQ in re? 
ference to that command, as their obedience or dif- ■ 
obedience to it was to determine, their future ftatCj fo - 
their unnecefliiated fin w^s a free and full forfeiture of 
grefent and future bene6ts. . And as the matter where- 
in they were tried, was pot of a moral but pnjhive na- 
ture,, fo it ,had no dependaiice on their religious incli^. 
nation cither for or againft it: As fuch, th^ trial was 
fair. Had tbe./stf of their obedience been, whether 
they would morally know and love God, or be igno-. 
rant of and hate hmi ; nature had determined it, it » 
being natural for them fo to know and love him» 
And as their religious inclination was unconcerned in 
tl;e probationary bufmefs/as the fruit of the tree wa% , 
not an object of its natural, choice or averfion,. fo it 
v^s highly proper for the wifdom of God. to permit a 

command 
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«oiiimand contrary ^lAh own to be urged, that-Aerc 
•being equal weight in the outward motive, as well as 
■neutrality in the. inward ineltnatibn, it might whoHy 
depend on their voluntary choice. Wherefore, 

7. As in th^t ftate of freedom they c^ofe the pro- 
hibited fruit, that fixed their future choice and condi- 
tion, it was no more in their power to chufc good or 
evil ; * that freedom was forfeited, and their nature de- 
termined to evil only : For as the forfeiture of holi- 
nefe was the effed of difobedience to the pofitive pre- 
cept. To they were incapacitated -for chufing contrary 
to their evil ftate of mind (as perhaps they could hot 
have chofen moral evil before) : As fuch, asthebia? 
of their will was to evil only, fo evil muft be the ob- 
je^ of their choice. Thus their will bepame dead in 
the difpofition arid defipe of It, to.GoD, .and good- 
nefs, and the happinefs of a future ftate. 

8. Their affeftions alfo were alienated from Go d» 
Fear, reverential fear, depofited in the foul, and de- 
puted by the author of nature to excite them to duty 
and keep them from danger, was deadned and turned 
to torment. And as fear was the centinel of the*foul, 
fo to prevent a furprize, Satan affiimed the ferpent^ 
Had he appeared in his proper colours, hi? native 
hue, fear had taken the hint and given the alarm ; but 
as his afpefl, his borrowed form was not terrible, fo 
his wiles were unfufpeded. His fpeech alfo was free^ 
and wanted not the air of benevolence and difintereft- 
ed afteftion. His wifdoqji taught him to attack the 
woman, whom finding alone, ihe was the fooner re- 
duced to his obedience. And as he could not hope 
for fucttfs,, without oppofing the Almighty's com- 

maads,» 
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mnndSj he infinuated that the prohibition could not . 
be taken literally, that death would not be the confe* 
quence. And to fupply what was wanting in truth, 
(by an artifice confiftenl; with his charader) that his 
words might carry fonvidion and gain credence, he 
fuggefted that the fruit ^as prohibited for no other 
purpofe but to keep them dependant oh God; and 
that, if they took and eat, their eyes would be opened, 
and they would be as God's knowing good and evil. 
Thus eluding her fears, and exciting her hopes, flic 
took and eat, and gave to her hufband, and be di4 
eat^alfo. 

9. Hence fear, like a faithlefs fervant, intrufted 
with ])is maimer's charge, to whom duty and fidelity 
are reafons fufficiendy obligatory for preferring what- 
ever is committed to his care; but through ft^atagem, 
impofition, and fedu<^ion remits his care, and iiiffers 
his charge to be wafted or taken away: In which 
condition, being interrogated touching his duty, and 
finding himfelf Incapable of giving up his accounts 
with joy, is filled with fear, with a fearful looking 
for of puniil^ment proportionable to his crime. So 
filial fe«r, being feduced by the foft infmuations of 
Satan in the ferpcnt, rclinquiih'd its charge, and fuf- 
fcr'd the oppofcr to prevail, 

10. Thus Satan ^a^ing carried his caufe, fin waa 
fintihed, and death fucc«tded ; which, with its eifen- 
tial properti&s of blindnefs and hardneis, rendered 
them fecure in an evil and dangerous fituation. In 
Uie interim, betwixt finning and hearing the voice and 
feotence of God, they were mfenfible of their religi* 
oitt lofs and unhappy circumfiances ; and^ as it ap« 

pears. 
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pears, cared for nothing but a' covering for their car- 
caffes: So was the fear of God extirpated, and their 
glory turned to ifaame. £ut 

11. When the Almighty (who knew what they 
had done) came to arreft and convi^ tiie offenders, 

« on hearing his v<rice, their fears ftarted up and hurried 
them to hide among the trees of the garden ; they fled 
as from the face of a foe, he was terrible to ihem, 
they could not ftand in his prcfence. And as it was 
jjecefTary that their condu(n: (hould paft the fcrutiny of 
a formal proceedure, to induce them to acknowledge 
their crime, and to exhibit the juftice of the fentence 
to be paifed upon them ; fo the Lord God called to 
Adam, and faid^ "Where art thou*?" When after 
a^articular enquiry, being found guilty, every delin-* 
quent was fentenced according to the part he bore in the 
difobedience. So, in a ihort, but, to us, an uncertain 
time, they paflTed through a different checquercd fcene 
of things : Their original fear being fucceeded with 
none, with fenflefs (Cupidity; and Cupidity with tor- 
.menting terrors, 

12, And as fe^r was rendered irreligious find tor- 
menting to its polTeiTor, £6 Love, the fupreme affedion 
of the heart, was turned to hatr^. For, as holinefs 
was the life of the; foul, and the ground of their reli- 
gious affedions ; and as its continuance depended on 
obedience to the poffitive pibcept, and difobediehce 

* being to induce death, or the lofs of holinefs, &c. fo 
difobeyingf they died, were deprived of the ground of 
dieir original affe^ions ; a neceffary effeft of which 
wa9,» love to God and goodnels was loi^, had no 

mord 
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mpre place in their heart. And as a fpiritual nature 
(which is the fubftancc of the foul) remained^ which 
CQuld not fubfift ivithout a quality, fo it now neceffa* 
rily poffdOfed the reverfe of what it had forfeited ; 
which, by the rule of cdntraries was wholly finful, 
the genuine immoral image of the devil, and produced 
hatred to God and all that is morally good. There 
could be no medium. It was then as natural to hate 
God and goodnefs, as it was to love them while ori- 
ginal purity was the reikient reigning difpofition of 
the foul. The quality of the foul in both cafes de* 
tcrmined their affe(t>io5s. Love to Go d in the cre- 
ated ftate was no cafu'^l thing, it did not depend on 
' choice, but was matter of natural neceflity, it being 
as natural for a holy foul to love God, as for the Al- 
mighty to love his own likenefs. There was the fame 
neceflity in the contrary cafe. As a finful difpofition 
was become the ground of their affections, it as ne- 
ceifarily hated him, as the once holy lovhig angeh 
were afterwards finful haters of him. Hence they re- 
garded him not, but ran from his prefence, and own- 
ed him no more as their father and friend. 

♦ 

13. Thus Jove, the image of the Deity and cement 
of immortal fouls, Ae facred and focial tfe, was con- 
fum'd; which feparated their affeftions from God,* 
and rendered them obnoxious to his- difpleafure. 
Whepefore, as God fpared not the angels who finned, 
but caft them into hell ; fo the finners on earth were 
baniftjed paradife, to wander over earrii's wide maze, 
curfed for their fake, and rendered perpleating to its 
poifeffors. 

14. And now, that their love was extinft, Ifoy had 

no 
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fio pUce. The crown was fallen ^rom their head ; 
the gloriouft favour and image of God were departed; 
fo being aliens from Go d^ dark^ Qold^ and fpiritlefs 
within, all caufe and power of rejoicing were far re- 
moved from them. Yea God, the glorious God, 
h^ing quitted his habitation, creation became a chaos; 
difolation and diftrefs enfued. Impurity, implacabi- 
lity, guilt and ihame, the circumventers and fuc- 
cecders of primitive perfedlion and beauty, were no 
reafons of religious rejoicing. Kather, thefe were 
the matter of their mifery, the curfe that was come 
upon them : By thefe, they were rendered wretched, 
helplefs, and diftreifed. Now forrow fat brooding in 
tiie midnight foul, where not one ray of light celeftial 
Alining, darknefs, grofs darknefs reigned. Songs of 
rejoicing, harmony, and unutterable fweetnefs, as 
when .the morning ftars fang together, had here no 
place. The voice .of tlie turtle was not heard in this 
land ; joy ceafed. A fad reverfe ! A rueful change I 
For peace and ferenity of foul, remorfe, irreligious 
remorfe huhg heavy on the heart. The days of re- 
joicing were few, the golden age was prefently gone, 
and the iron age, the feafon of forrow, early fuccced- 
cd. What pity that beings formed fo free, ihould fo 
icon be intangled in bondage and mifery I An omen 
of a world of woes ! A fpecimen of that perplexity 
which is the lot oi all who fee the fun. O how un- 
like the ft ate from which they fell! Partners then 
with thofe in blifs, unrivaled by angels, for their 
joys were one. But the fentence to condemnation 
ftripped them of all their plumes, and, if a precious 
pfomife had not mitigated their mifery, ailwaged 
their grief, and rendered poflible a retrieve of their 
never to be fufficicntly lamented lofs, had funk ihem 

int^ 



into eternal defpair. A lo& which did not terminate 
in time; for now 

15. Hope, the fpring and end of aftion, and fup- 
port of finking fpirits, alfo expimf. Paradife was 
loft without hope of recovery. Driven our, the gar- 
den of £den» once their delightful habitation, and 
whofe fruit was fweet to their tafte, was now become 
a garden fealed. They found no entrance, and a 
flaming fword and cherubim were placed to keep the 
way of the irec of life. Yea Heaven, the cehftiai 
paradife, likewife became a forfeiture; immaculatd 
purity being depraved, their title to glory -fell Aviih it. 
Humility,- meeknefs, and refignation to God, having 
taken their ilight, their fouls wanted wings to mount 
to the Ikies. ' And as an infeparablc efFeft of the de- 
parture* of thedivine quality,' without iilfufion of fo- 
reign evil, the image of Satan was fully formed wfth- 
in them, in pride, anger, fclf-will, and tvery other 
fatanical temper and affection. So being depiived of 
pfiradife, and difqualified for heaven, all hope refult- 
ing from their created condition difappeared, the very 
idea of it was obliterated. Thus ihc underftanding, 
will, and afletlions, the whole moral man w^^ls'marr'dp 
was rendered irreligious and the reverfe of God. 
That holinefs which made them like God, and which 
was the ground of all their practical good, wa^ intirely 
defaced; and that was death to their ^divineft part. 

. 1.6. And as death pafled upon the foul in refpe6t of 
the 'quality of it, fo alfo in regard of its fpirituallity : 
For as the fpiritual nature of the foul rendered it im- 
poflible tolofe- its being, eithcir by natural decay, or 
by cafuiilty; and as by the foiftiture of original 
F righteoufhe^j 
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righteoufnefs it became iinful in its difpofition, io 
confequently offenfive to God, and obnoxious to his 
wrath. Hence it neceffarily incurred and came under 
a fentence fimilar toils immortal nature, of puniflt- 
znent perpetual an^ eternal ; which is death in its moft 
terrible form, far exceeding the lofs of holinefs which 
it firft fuftained by difobedience. That was depriva- 
tion of good only, with the poffeflion and punifhment 
of contrary qualities ; but this the inflidion of real 
pofitive evil, pf evil inconceivable and unfpeakable ; 
the moil terrible things in nature being frequently ufed 
to iignify it unto us ; as fire, fire and brimftone, a bot- 
tomlefs pit, perpetual darkneis, &c. all which fuffici- 
cntly demonftrate the miferable condition of fods fe- 
parated from God and the light of heaven* 

17. 'Tis true, to mitigate their mifery, the Al- 
znigbty might have fufpended his wrath : or, after in- 
fliding it for a feafon, have withdrawn it, and left 
Ihem to fuffer by the fin of their nature only, by'tur- 
fculent tempers, vile affedions, and infatiaWe defires. 
Or he could have taken away that which he gave, (for 
he who can create can deftroy) he might have reduced 
the foul to a fenflefs Cupidity, or by annihilation to 
mothing. But as in that cafe, it could not have re- 
mained th^ fubjedl of moral death, (for if the fubftance 
had been dcf^royed, fo muil the quality alfo) fo there 
could have been no deliverance from fin in this life, 
nor puniftiment for it in the next. Moreover, if aa* 
nihilation had been immediately infiifled, if God 
had utterly deftroyed them as foon as they finned, it 
fiad rendered t^ new race of reafonable and religion® 
creatures necefTary, or the earth bad been left without 
a AibordxA^te lord. 



18. But the nature and degree of punifhment^on- 
fequent on the fir ft offence, in this refpet^, may be 
inferred from fimilar cafes, viz. devils and difobedient 
men. Tfcefe have their part in the lake burning with , 
fire and brimftone. And to th(^ fame fuffering, in re*- 
ipe6l of the foul, were the progenitors of mankind 
fubjeftcd by the firft offence. This was the fecond 
thing fignifi'jd by deatlu 

III. I. Eatfng the forbfdden fruit llkewife affefted 
the Human frame : Not in making, but keeping it 
mortal; for immortality belonged not to their original 
iiate, as the matter of which their bodies was made> 
duft, a compofition of the elements, fufficiendy fhews t 
Which, though cait into a ctudous frame, and princi^ 
pled with life, could not fubfift without daily recruits 
fro;n other creatures; the want or withholding of 
which recruits had thrown man back into his original 
elements; than which there needs no flronger proof 
of their not being immortal in that refpedh That im- 
mortality was not » property of the body in the Wi- 
ginal flate, nlay alfo be inferred from this. That it 
was to be the effed of abfialning from the tree of 
knowledge, and partaking of the tree of life ; which 
is evident from the contrary, from theic not abilaining 
from the one, for which they were. prohibited theo« 
iher; which induced death. 

2. And as it cannot be fuppofed that this fublunary 
world was deiigned to contain all that ihould be bom 
into it ; <ind as it is more than probable the fame hea-« 
ven was prepared for them which the righteous iinc& 
obtain (for it was prepared from the beginning of the 
world) ; and as flefli and blood cannot now, fo neither 
F z ' could 
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GouId.they^d)en inherit that kingdom; confequently, 
their bodies of Aeih niuft have been tranformed into 
fpirituai bodies^ previous and preparatory to their 
tranllation into that everlafling kingdom. Whcrfore, 
though the fenterioe, *' Dull thou art, and to duft thou 
^* ihalt return," was confequent on the original crime, 
at cannot import morej than as they did not abftain 
from the fruit of the tree of knowledge till the time of 
probation was paft, -fo they took not of, or did not 
continue "to take of the tree of life^;" which, 'lis 
probable, would have prefervcd them flrongand aftive, 
till the tipe for removing them to ataore oeleftiala* 
bode had commenc0d» where bodies, coni^ituted like 
theirs*, would be unfiiitable: Which rendered a change 
in their hum.ao frame heceifafy^ as a qualification for 
A tjoori fubli^ iitii^^ioo; 
> -. • 
• .3. And as it^is more than pi!obable>*that this world 
was temporar^r in the iirfi confiitittlon azKl design ^ it> 
fo.:it was an embknor of .mans animal life upon it, 
ii^hich Vais'to be hut for a/time^ ;In ilike manner, the 
free of life was a figh.of thiit immdrtal life^ which the 
Altnightydefigned them to enjoy in'iBe world to tome« 

^.4. Hence it appears, that the human body was 
nearly the. faine in the beginning that it is now. That 
it was elementary, and fuftained by food, and de- 
pended on a participation of the tree of life to pre- 
fcrve it beyond Ae courfe of nature, 'till they had 
been transfoymed arid tranilated to. a morepermar.^nt 
abode. A much eafier, as well as (horter way to 
glory, than pailing through death aiid the long delay 
o{ immortality. : 

-. I. . .. - I ... ^ J. 
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$• Inftaaces of thus becombg immortal and going 
to glory, are recent in the fcriptures, after the fall ^ 
in Enoch and Elijah already ; and, according to pro* 
mife, many more at the lail day will be dinnged * ^ 
transformation and tranflatit^h clofe^y fucceeding each, 
other. But men, for difobedience, being cut off from: 
the tree of life, the majority of them return to duib 
whence they were takcn^ tiil.rcflord by tlie Lokd.. 
Jesus Chrisx. 

6. Thus died Adam fn the day of his difobedience > 
forfeiting the favour and image of Goo, with lofs o£\ 
paradlfe and all hopes of a blefTed immortality in glory ;, 
incurring \^ creator's difpleafure, falling nearly inlo^ 
the conditi<Jli of devils in all that concerns a fpirituaL 
inniortal nature, poiTefling every temper and aifedioa 
peculiar to.fpirits fallen from God- and hoUncis^; as< 
pcide, anger, felf-will, covetoufnefs, , fclf-love, &C,. 
and under a fentence of eternal baniihment from GaU' 
and heaven*. 

7. But death terminated not in the perfon of Adam^ 
but extended, to all hi.s progeny; for in Adam ail- 
died; died die fame death with himfelf, as being con- 
tained in, and reprcfented by him in the original: 
ftate, fcminally poiTefling all the properties and privi- 
leges peculiar to .the children .of Go-d„ as exifting itx 
his loins. For ss Adam was the firft of human * 
kind,. £0 he contained the fc?ds or Jiatnina of ail his 
dcfccndants. He was the root from whom ^^hey.were. 
to fpring.. . Hence as Adam erat no$ omnes^ as Adam- 
was us all, fo what was done hy him, was virtually 
flon^ by us alfo ;. and whatever change paffed .upoaj 
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Sim, paiTed upon aH his offspring, tTecatife all fptkg 
from that which he was after the fall. 

8. And as it is more than probable, that Adi^m was 
parent of mind as well as body to his immediate ofF- 
fprhjg, fo the lofs of holinefs in him, by which his 
foul became fmful, was the 1(^6 6f holinefs- and con- 
traftion of evil to all' his pbfterity ; which, as it is the 
caufe of the finfulnefs of fouls which come into aftaal 
cxiftence, fo it is the true reafon of their being " by 
" nature the children of wrath*/' Hence then, as 
Adam and Eve return 'd to duft in oonfequence of the 
original crimei to do their pbfterity alfo ; and as by 
the fame offence they forfeited ot-iginal rigliteoufncfs, 
fo did their offspring likewife ; and as tMfe >vrath of 
God came upon them in condemnation to death, (o 
does it upon all who fpring fix>m their loins : For, 
"by the offence of one, judgment came upon all men 
*' to condemnationt*" 

9. Forafmuch then as a great iimilarity of circum- 
flances fiibfifts betwixt Adam and his of&pring, fo it 
is mofi reafoilable to refolve it into the connexion be- 
twixt caufe srnd effe£l, Adam producing and others 
produced. Other fuppofitions concerning the creation 
and coming of fouls, *than by traduction, or tlie com- 
mon mode of gen)eration> renders the- frnfuluefs of 
them impoffible to be accounted for confiftent with -^ 
the holinefs of God, and the fenfe of mankind. For, 
to fup"pofe that they are created by the Almighty, as 
bodies are prepared, and infufed with their iinfiddif- 
poiition, is highly derogatory to God. And to ima* 
ginc, that they were all formed when Adam's was, 
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and became finful with his, and are hovering nobody* 
knows where, tiU they nieet with bodies to inform, is 
as wild as the other is a wicked notion. It remains 
then, that they be produced in the natural way^ M'ith 
the body, and by human powers. 

ID. And though it be granted that the foul differs 
eflentially from the body ; which, to fome, minifters 
matter of doubt whether it can be produced in die 
fame way, and by the fame means, by which bodife^ 
are produced. Yet undoubtedly it may : For why may 
not the foul of man be produced as the foul of an in^ 
feriof creature is? The ftrongeft obje^ion to this, 
arifetk from the'diiferenceT)etwixt the fpirits of men 
and other creatures. The fpirits of animals, however 
conf^itiited for continuance, probably furvive not the 
bodies they poffefs ; and however Inttoeent or free fron^ 
moral evil, do not contain any degree of moral good 
Of the image of God. Whereas in the beginning, as 
the fpirit of man was conftitutionally immortal and di« 
vine, and if Adam had retained his original righteoufnefs, 
the fpirits of his immediate offspring had been fo alfo 
in cOnfequence thereof; then it is I.eafonable to infer, 
that as the depravity of fouls is the effed^ of the fall, 
it is by communication from parents to children* And 
the contrary fuppofition of parents being the propaga- 
tcrsof body only, drags after it all the abfurdities, 
not to fay blafphemies, of Gp d*s giving countenance 
to illicit adls of love, by creating fw, and infufing 
fouls into bodies produced in ways prohibited by him- 
fdf, viz. in fornications and adulteries. 

I r. But though the fpirit of animals is neither di- 
vine nor immortal, yet if it contains a degree of intel- 
ligence. 
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ligence> which in Its prefenr fiateand ufe diiFeis eiSen- 
tially from matter ; and if this is produced by the pa- 
rent animals^ .it fufficiendy proves that fpirit may be 
from^ and produced with the creature. Spirit is known 
by the properties of u^derAanding and will. Under- 
flanding is a power of defceriiment^ whereby diings 
are known and diftlnguilbed from one another: So on 
two different objeds being prefented to the cye> the 
mind is infipiefTed with the proper form of both, and 
the diftinguiihing charadiers of them alfo. The will 
is the power of choice, and though a diftindl faculty^ 
and diiferent in its ufe from the underftanding, may 
notwithftandinjg with propriety be termed the refutt of 
ity as choice is always accofding to the didtate of the 
judgment. Whatever the mind prefers^ the will 
chufeth. In things hurtful, where deftruction is cer-- 
tainlyforefeen, the will chufeth the de.tdly poifon^ 
the defirudlive dart, the ftrangling ftring, &:c. becimfe 
the judgement hath pronounced it better to die than Uvc 

12. Now i^elther of thefe properties of fpirit can be 
denied to animals. They know with the fame, or 
perhaps a greater degree of certainty the things which 
concern them, than mankivid do. This h obyious in^ 
alpioft all orders of animaL r.nd ini'e<^s« The care,, 
diligence, and order o( the Be€ may ferve as a proof 
and fpecimen of the underftanding of inferior crea- 
tures. Their power of choice Js alfo great, and inva** • 
riable, nicely felccling their provifion of graft aod- 
herbs from many others, in appearance as good and 
profitable. And in this ihey are fo inflexible, that, 
extreme want is fcarce fufficient to make them deviate 
from their method of proceeding. And thefe proper- 
ties of fpirit are apparent in animals at their firH en* 

trance 
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trance Into life, Hw do the young of many of them, 
2s foon as they tome forth > (without inftrudiions from 
others) feek for that, and that only, by which their 
lives are to be preferved ? Now what but nature guides 
them in this? And yet matter, as fuch, cannot guide. 
It is the fpirit within them which guides to that which 
their wants prompt them to feek. The dcciliiy or 
teachablencfs of animals, alfo, conveys an idea of their 
being poffeffed of a principle ^f intelligence. NJany 
creatures may be taught that which they (hew no figns 
of by nature ; as a bird to fpeak, a dog to dance, &c. 
They learn thcfe as men learn arts and fciences, by 
being. rcprefeatcd to the outward fenfes, and thereby 
conveyed to the mind, which recievcs the image of 
them, according to the degree of impreflion which Is 
made. 

13. Seeing then that animals poffefs a nature which 
is fpiritual and intelligent, and that its being created 
with die body i« a matter ^hich has the fuifrage of 
mott men, fo it is congruous to reafon to refolve the 
cttallon and coming of man's fpirit into the fame caufe 
and way, becaufe fpiritual nature is not the matter of 
diftindion betwixt men and other creatures. And 
though it be granted, that the fpirit of man is more 
fifclime, k higher incapacity, anddefigned for greater 
things than the fpirit of animals, yet that will not in- 
fer a different method of p'rodinflion ; bccaufe a re- 
markable difference obtains among men themfclves in 
tblit refpedl'; fome having much larger capacities than 
others, and which is nioft obvious where generation is 
concerned, I mean, in particular families, cliildren 
generally referobling their parents, not only in form 
and feature, but alfo in capacity or mental abilities; 

Which 
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.Which is a very pafiable proof of the one being from 
the parent as well as the other, becaufe capacity le- 
fpe^s mind and not body, 

14. And as fpiritual nature does not diArngutfh men 
frdhi brutes, in point of production ; fo, if in any 
thing the fpirit of man aifords matter, whereby the o- 
rigin of the fouls of men niay be refolved into pre-ex- 
ifife^ce of immediate elation, whilft animals muft be 
content with an earthly extraction, it is religion. But 
then, how does the nature of man differ from the na- 
ture of animals in refpeCt of religion? Now itmuft 
be confeifed, that, knowing as many orders of ani- 
mals are, there is no proof (that I know of) of their 
being religious either by nature or art. Indeed it 
fcems pofiible to teaph them the form of religion, and 
perhaps they would underftand as well, and ufe it to 
as good purpofe as many called chriHians do« The 
parallel of animals in this refpe£t, is man in hislapfed 
fiate. '< The natural man (the ^tnuxor, the animal 
man) receiveth not the things of the fpirit of God: 
^^ For they are fooliihnefs to him ; neilher can he 
*' know them, becaufe they are fpirituallydifcerncd||«" 
So reafon, unafRited by grace, does not only not 
comprehend, but contradids, if not bla^hemes them. 
What namral knowledge of things religious is there in 
children? l£ they were left to themfelves, would they 
know any more of religion than they do of languages 
which they pever hear ? Yea, dp not moft men (not- 
withilauding they are taught both of God and mas) 
remain as ignorant of fpiritual thii\gs ; of convidion* 
converfion, &c. and the right way of fervinf God as 
children, as brutes themfelves ? Then, though it has 

beea 
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been affirmed, that there Is no known nation, ho\ve« 
ver remote from tbofe called chriftian, but have fomc 
notion of a deity, and affcd to worfhip him, though 
often in a miftaken way, which is fuppofed to be the 
effeft of rational nature, however corrupted by fin, and 
blinded by ignorance ; yet, 1 believe, rational nature, 
as fuch, abltraded from tradition and the gracg of 
God, excites none to any religious att whatfoever. 
For if mind and will be die criterion of rational na- 
ture, that which diAinguiiheth it from matter, which 
few deny ; and if animals pofRfsa degree of* it, *nd 
natural men.a greater degree, and yet neither of them 
know the things of the fpirit of God ; but to the one, 
or both of them are foolifbnefs : How do men by na- 
ture differ from animals in refpeft of religion? And 
wherein confifls man's native abilities for the purpofes 
of it ? The difference cannot be difcerned ; and man's 
natural abilities for that bufinefis/ have no being. 
Hence then, as rational nature in man, h no more a 
reafon for their fouls not being by tradudlion, than it 
is in animals ; fo neither is a religious difpofition, be- 
caufe by nature man is not fo difpofed* 

15. And as reafon, whether in a lower or higher 
degree, whether in animals or men,* militates nothing 
agalnil the do^bine of tradudion touching the foul ; 
and as reafon and religion are not infeparable, reafon 
being in devils whoare free from religion, and in fome 
degree in animals that mind eartlily things, and in men 
whofe native wifdom is f' eartUy, fenfugl, and devil- 
i(h*;" fo it may be inferred, that religion depends on, 
and flows[wholIy from the quality or difpofnion of the 
foul : Which quality of difpofition diAbguilfaeth one 

order 
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order of beings from another, and determincth tlicr 
view^ and tendencies of the whdle* So devils, by 
their diabolical difpofition, are determined to wicked- 
uefs J as animals, by their earthly quality, to earthly 
things ; and natural men, by their double difpoiition, 
to wickednefs and the world alfo. 

1 6. Yea, in the beginning, when man bore the 
image of God, when his foul was holy, religion, the 
knowledge and love of God, did not flow from his 
fpirit as the cffedl of its rationallity ; but from the pe- 
Ci-'liar quality of it, which determined it that way; be- 
ing light to his ' underftanding in matters moral ; ihe 
proper objedls of a religious mindj and by which it 
was as «afy (being natural) for him to know God 
and his will, as it is for any animal to know and con- 
verfe with wkatfoever its fpirit has recievsd the like- 
cefs of. In like manner, holinefs being ftamped ©n 
man's will and affedions, they naturally affeclcd di- 
vine things. And if, when man was holy, it was na- 
tural to him to know, love, and delight in God, 
then if that hqlinefs is no more, and a contrary dif- 
pofition has taken place, religion is no longer natural. 
Yea, religion is the reverfe of nature ; for by nature 
man is rebellious. The carnal mind is enmity againft 
God, and cannot fubmit to his lawf, A change of 
principle has produced a change of pradice. 

17. But notwithftandittg this change, and that man 
by nature is j;^ot relig.ioufly difpofed ; yet it miift be 
acknowledged, that the moral, or rather iminorJil 
difpofition remains in his nature, and.muft remain £0 
long as men continue a difUndl fpecies of beings: 

For 
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For the change uhich paiTed upon man, as a moral 
being, by the fall, was not aii eradication of the mo- 
ral power of his foul, but only^a change of it from 
goodtoevily thedivine quality became devil i(h. And 
as every fubftance has a quality, fo though the moral 
quality be natural to man, and the earthly to animals; 
yet as it is not the quality only, but the rationality of 
the foul, alfo, which makes it differ from matter ; fo 
if animala produce their whole kind, body and foul 
nith the difpofnion peculiar «o them, why may not 
mankind do the fame ? 

1 8. I conclude then, that as Adam and Eve were 
caput gentis, the head of human kind ;-r assail their 
pofteiity were fcminaliy contained'in themf and fuf- 
tained the {ame lofs with themfelvcs in confequence of 
the firft offence ; and as it is not contradklGry to, but 
coniiftent with the laws of pr^du^Uon where fpifituiil 
nature is concerned, to be produced by fecowd cau fes; 
and as other notions of produ^ion are either blafplie- 
mous, or ridiculous ; and as this method of accounting 
for the creation and coming of fouls frees the Almighty 
from the impious charge of creating tiiem oonftituted 
contrary to himfclf ; fo it fuffers the obyiOus f^nfti of 
fcripturc (which declares mankind to be bqrn in fin) 
to remain, and calterh the whole charge ot evil 4.ipon 
Adam who corrupted himfelf and his pofterity ; a^ld 
iridicates, that he was both a natural and moral head 
and reprefentative in both refpetls to all th^Jt fpring 
from his loins. But he failing in the buiinefs of a re- 
prefcnlative, all was loft : hleffiogs and privileges 
bcc:.me a forfeiture, and m^n, cvt-ry man fentcnced 
to death : . '• For by the offence of one judgment cariie 
•V upOA all men to condemn a tion," All were now a- 
G lienutec'.., 
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tlenated from the life of God. Nature, univerfal 
nature, was corrupted ; the human fpecies were fallea 
lbor{ of .the glory of. God, of his glorious im ige> 
wherein, they were created. Thus was the fountain of 
liuman kind de^cd» which has fcnt forth ftreams a- 
greeable to irfelf in every age and nation,, to the pre- 
prefent time; for how can. " a clean thing come out 
*' of an unclcanf?" Hence it is, that all are *^fliapen 
•' id iniquity and conceived in iin," and are *' by na- 
" tiire the children of wrath," 

19* Of this, Adam prefently gave proof, in ** be- 
*' getting a fon in his own likenefs ;*" a wicked' pa- 
rent produced a wicked child* And from this foun- 
tain the earth was foon repleniibed widi a rebellious 
race ; infomuch, that God repented that he had made 
man on the earth, and from which he removed them 
by an overflowing flood, faving eight perfons only. 
31ie men of Sodom too, actuated by the fame princi- 
ple, were great proficients in folly : Their cry went 
up to heaven, whence God difpatched two angels to 
take cognizance of their crimes ; who being enteitain- 
ed by Lot, the only righteous man in the place ; the 
laen of the city fur rounded the houfe ; the hofpitable 
man, to preferve his guefls, offered up his virgin- 
daughtjers to fatlsfy their brutal defiie; the angels la 
return, flruck the men with blindnefs; and haftened 
Lot out of the place, which was prefently on fire. 

20. Yea, in every Sige and place wickednefs has 
prevailed. Judgments and mercies difpenfed by the 
Almighty, have not been fuflicient to flop the current 
thereof. Sin, practical fin, like a flood has over- 
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fpread the World ; all orders of men in all dges, few 
exceptions in any, have, been deeply infeded thero 
with. The Jews, a peculiar race and highly favour- 
ed of God, were not the leaft in crimes enormousw 
The righteous, at*times, io reduced, that the lioly cii- 
ty hardly afforded a man that " executed the truthf.f 
A ftrong proof, that the heart is deceitful, and defpe»- 
rately wicked; .that fin, the work and image of the 
devil, has ufurpcd the place of God ; and that man 
k blind to his beft intereft, preferring the creature be- 
fore the Creator. 1 add, for it is obviouily evident 
that 

21. Man by nature is a fboUfli thing; his mind h 
darkened, he has not the knowledge of God ; he is 
only wife to know and do ^11, to counteradl God in 
all things. To have another God befide or before 
him; to prefer the world, or pleafure, or honour, oc 
fome fenfual gratification, as his chief good: Tlie 
fummum bonum of t)rutes« Yea fin is fet up, is loved 
and followed, more than God; and idols, himfelfi, 
or fome other creature, is adored* He is knowing la 
oaths and irreverent fpeeche$'; in prc^aning ^e 
Lo &d's name and day ; in diflionouring parents; and 
in kiUisg, by hatred in the heart, by curfes, and callr 
ing for judgments, and by bodily injuries; Jacoair 
micting adulteries, or fcrnications in heart and life; 
in{iicking, idling, over-feaohtog, an(hiiaAir<leaI-' 
dealing ;. in bearing, falfe-witnefs, in lies,, flandersj 
and perjuries ; ia. wiihing.for»i defirii^, or CQveting 
what is another's. This is and has been the wifdoiii 
of men, of moft men in all ages and nations* And 
as they have known, fo have they pradiced ;ttthe will 
G 2. iavariably 
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invariably fc^owing the underftanding, whereby, 
notwithftanding the, grace of God preventing, the 
world has been overfpread with pra^lical wickednefs. 
Yea, with what eageraefs do men purfne their pro- 
fits, pleafures, and follies ; demonftrating thereby the 
fl^rength of their will and affcdions in refpcd of thofe 
things ! What homage is done to man, but denied to 
the JVIoft High! How do mortals cringe and bow', 
fawn. and flatten their fellow mortals ! What execra- 
tk oaths and bhfphemies do the tongues of men dai- 
Jy -Utter, efpeci^lly when die tide of paillon runs high ; 
whfn anger, malice, or hatred take the le'^d, . theft 
'^ the tongue is a. fire, a world of iniquity, and ftt- 
^* itctii tMi hrcthecourfe o/ nature, and it is fet on fire 
.'* of heil***^ : T<> what evil purpofcJ ^o men profile 
tttte. the fiiibbiith, making 4t i«rve their promts, and 
^eafures; often deferring to, and doing fuch forts of 
i^ufmefs on that day, a$ they judge the doing on other 
days would be a lofs of time; thereby praiticaily 
f)rei^rring comnvon tiihe, to that which tlie LoRQ 
lias fet apart iov hisr p? aife, the eafe of man s bodyi 
and the Advantage of bis foid. Thus original fm, the 
root of pradical evi), has yet a wide empire^ ^nd 
rules in moft^ nbtwithlbanding what God has done to 
ciradicate it^ and to write his law in the heafis of the 
'duldreaofmen* . 

* at. Heitoe Atheifm, fpcculativcand pjaAfcal, a* 
bdund. Speoilative atheifm denies a deity, whofe be* 
ing is demonllrable ^om the obje^s of outward fenfe. 
This kind of ignoratice and fenflefs i^upidity, couU 
iiave no place in human hearts, if nature were not 
darkened and deadened to the laft degree ; being di- 

reftly 
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itflly ccmlrary to that evidence whieh earth, and ikic€, , 
and all creatures give of the b^ing of a God, who. is- 
wife, great,, and good. Pradical atheifin, wJiich 
confeffes a God, but in works denies him, well-nigh 
covers ^the earth, runs like a hind let loofe,. and is ^ 
rampant as a roaring lion. This,- though not.fo deep 
ia ignorance, yet is far more daring, and kfs coa- 
fiilent with i^felf, thaQ dieother ; and £o aSoais a ^ 
more, convjncing proof of the rebellious ftate of aaturc* . 
Thefe erri, not for want <3({ utijierftanding, but- through . 
evil difpofitipp. They know their matter's' will, > bat v 
do it not; which: loudly proclainiii> that man's :princi- - 
pie of adtion, is a& contrary to God and. goodnefsj , 
45 hell is to heaven« . 

2:3*. Could the evils of man's nalare slnd pratftioete ' 
enumerated, how long and dark would Ik the catah- - 
l»gue! Takea fpecimen of them in the following, via; ; 
ignorance, unbelief, folf-wiil; luftoftheeye, pride 
of life, luft©f.dieflcfh4 fclf-love, loveof pleafure, . 
love. of the world;. love of money, loveof praife^ . 
l6ve of h(nionr ; evil dtfircs^ lafcivioufnefs, a wanton 
eye^ fornicati(«n,. adultery, inceft, fodomy, beafti^- 
ality ; fabbath breaking, idftenefs, drunkennefs, glut- 
tony, revelling; higbmindedncfs, unkindnefs; evil^ 
furmifing, judging.; .difpleaftire, anger,, hatred,^ msi- 
lice, wrath, ftrife; evil-fj^caking, lying, .flaiider^ 
ing, backbiting ;: curfing, . fwearing*. blafphemy; , 
lightnefs of fpirit, iiprdfitable converfation, foolifh s 
jrftmg ; boafiing, vain-glory, .<ieceitfulnefs ; : re€ft- - 
ing the truth, fcoffing at religion, defpifing goodnefs; : 
d i fcon tent, . murm ur in g , un merx: i fulnefs , • . en \''y ing o-* 
thers happinefs, .unthank fulnefs fot Gop's b^QeSt-)^ ; 
picking, ftcaling, theft, robbery; hard-heartediiqfs, , 
03 -op-r5fr:oPi5, 



dppreflion, citbrtion ; feadcfsnefs, prcfumpllon, ob- 
ftioacy; card -flaying, cock-fighting, horfc-racing, 
h^s, a^emblles, mafquerades ; and the whole traki 
' qf fenilefs infignificant ways of fpcnding time. Thefe 
arc feme of the reigning fins of the age. But furely 
iifthe ftate of nature was right, moft me« would not 
be rebels and rogues, iinners againft GaD, and op- 
.prqfow of men. Indeed it is impoffible to account 
.fturrthc general wickcdnefs of the world, but on the 
/fiippofition of the heart beiA^ eVil. 'Tis unphilofo- 
rphical to fuppofe, that naoft meti aft contrary to them- 
-felves ; that their lives arc fhs reverfe of their hearts. 
..Rather,, the motion follows the fpring ; the heart be- 
ing fet to difobey, it abounds in difobedience, as 
daily experience declares. 'Tis true, the animal na- 
ftftBc of. man harrcfpect to animal things, and there 
k«m ufe of them, which c(Hififb with aright ftate of 
.Bimd ; imt tenfuaiity and excefiies can never be recon- 
ciled with rcafon and religion. Befides, men hiive 
. fpirituSl eyils, viz. pride^ ' anger, malice, ha- 
tred, felf-will, averfion from good, and pronenefs to 
icvil. Tlifife fpring from the inward principle, the 
heart; and are contrary to the commands of God and 
<brrAianity. The prefent ftate pf man is fuch as 
makes itt:vidcnt, that there is an evil in the core. , 
How few fo fear God as to abftain from outward 
grofs fln^ How much feurer appear to be atluatedby 
a higher >principle, by love to God and mankind? 

Such has been, aftd fuch is the prefent ftate, of the 
tti6ral world. A. world of wickcdnefs, arid a world 
of woe ! Sin and mifery being infeparable attendaaTs^ 
and bodi the forerunners of final ruin. \ * ' -« 
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Salvation in none but Christ. 
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A(^s, Chap. iv. Ver, 12, 

Neither is there falvation in any other^ 

^ mmfmmy^ S the goodncfs of man's 6rft ^iVate 4ici not 
I 4 I exempt him from ixUl and.dengery fo nci- 
I • f ^ ther did the evil of his fecond exclude him 
^ ^ from deliverance : For as the firfk Adam by 
difobediencc, fuffered death ; fo the fecond Adam* 
was a quickening fpirit to reftore him to life. And 
as the wifdom of God conftitated Adam the parent of 
all men, and involved their affairs in his fate; fo the 
fame wifdom provided a fecond Adam, to be the pa-^ 
rent of good to all, to retrieve their lofs, by reinita* 
ting them in their forfeited poireifions and privileges. 
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AtA. as this is the one meritorious csufe, the oa^ 
ground of hope, anci Jingle Jo\xtct of falvatibn, it 
conTieriiS'us to.forni a right jidgment oFits natunt and 
operation -^ whu i^ ii . aad^our, ^ difooverstatfeif. And 
) in difcouriing upon the words, I (hall attempt to give 

I. . Some account of the perfon in whom is falva* 
, Hon. . it What; thi fttyatyorr i%, , A^ HL\ cp^clodc 
with fome p>ra6lical ufe of both. n 

1. !• Now the perfon ^in whom al6ne is falvationi. 
is he who was conceived by the Holy GhosT| and 
Bprn ^ the yirgin Mary; . who ijiras- cslled-; jKS4jfr,. 
the Saviour ; , and Chr-i st, the Jnointed ; and Im- 
MANUEL, God -with us : Bsing God and man unit- 
ed in one ; *' who is over all/ God. bleffed for ever J." 

2. *Ai^d thi^MJgK his -incarn^iona^d coining into 
the world was of much later date than the world it- 
ielf ; yet his perfon, manner of coming, and unpa- 
raAeiled performances, had been declared by the pro- 
phets in thwr fucceeding generation's, from the' in- 
fancy of time. The feed of the woman^, the firft. pro- 
mt felnade to falfen mati ; > and ihe feed' of. Mrahamf, 
which was Ch-rist; and Jacobs dying declaration 
of the coming of Shiloh, to ivhdm the gather m^ of the 
people fhould b€^f,W€vc*eax\y indications of wh^it 
was to beia the latter days. Balaam '$ Star coming 
out cf Jacob, aod his Sceptre tifing out of JfraelX; and 
Mofes's Prophet to wh^m men Jhould ^hidtrketH% ^are 
concurring teftimonies, as well of the; future coming of 
-Christ, as of their- aoquaj^nXance with it. . • 

} Rons ix.. 5 • * Gen. Ki , 15 * f G«n . xxii. i %, Gal/iii.*^. 
Jt Gen,)dix, jo, J Num.»iti\^. 17. j| Deut. xriii* 15. 
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3- David's defcrrption, likcwife', is truly charac- 
terjftic of ihe perfon and offices of the Saviour. " I 
'* w ill (faldi he) declare the decree : The Lord hath 
"(aid unto me. Thou art niy Son, this day have I 
" begbitcn tlee. Afk of me, and 1 will give thee the 
" heathen fur thine inheritance, and the uttermoft 
" parts of ihc earth for riiy poiTefTion. Thou fhnU 
" brCwik them with a rod of iron ; thou Ihalt dafh them 
" in piece* like a potter's \t{^A» Be wife, now, 
'* ihjicf re, ye Kings ; I-c iiitlruckd ye Judges of the 
" e'trth. Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with 
" iitmlling. Kifs the Son left he be angry and ye 
"peiifli from the way; when his anger is kindled 
" Lut a little : Bleffed are all they who put their truft 
** in him*.!' * H« aVfa exhibits his fufferings, in a 
pointed pre^licticMj, and. the glory that fhould follow. 
" They peirced my hands and my feet; they parted 
*' nay garments, and ca ft lots for my vefturct-" 
And adds, '*lhy throne, O God, is for ever and 
'* evei : The fceptreof th)'' kingdom is a right fceptre. 
" Thou lovedft righlcoufnefs and Katedft iniquity : 
" Tlierefarc God, even thy God, hath anointed thee 
" wiih the oil of gladnefs above thy fcUowsJ, The 
" LoKD hc^th fworn and will not repent, thou ^rt a 
** prieft for ever, after the order of Mdchizcdcck.|p 

4. Ifaiah loo, under a prophetic impulfe, fpeaks 
with a freedom c^ fentimcnt, and force of cxpreffion, 
little inferior to thofe who declare the things they have 
fecij. He is clear and lively in his exhibition of thfe 
things which concern the Lokd Jhsus ; prcdifting 
the modus of bis birth, the charaelers he ihodd fuftaiir^ 
and the inraluabie ends to be anfwered by hiscomingf: 

*' Behold 

*Pfal. ii. tPW* wii. i«. t«. J PW. jXw.- H PiaL W. 4» 
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»* Behold a Vifgfri Ihall conceive. and bear a Son, and 
**-fh^ll call his name Immanuel*/* And adds, *' Un*- 
<^ to us a child is born, unto us a Son is given, and 
" the government Ihall be upon his flioulders : And 
" his name fhall be called, Wonderful, Counceller, 
•' The mighty God, The Prince of Peace I Of the 
** increafe of his government and peace there (hall be 
•*noend; upon the throne of David andlipon his 
'' kingdom to order it and to eftabltih it widi julUcCi 
" from henceforth even for cverf. 

5. He alfo decypHers his fufferings, in a manner 
honourable to his office as a Prophet ; giving, a partf- 
cular account of the treatment he met with from men« 
the puniihment inflided by the Almighty, and the ex- 
cellent eifeds of them in the iaWation of finner»» 
<* Who hath believed our report > And to whom is the 
'' arm of the Lo r d revealed ? For he fiiall grow up 
** before him as a tender plant* and as a root out of a 
V dry ground ; he hath no form nor comelinefs ; and 
^' when we ihali fee lum, there is no beauty that we 
'^ ihoiild dciire him. He is defpifed arid ^eded of 
*** men, a man of forraws, and acquainted with grief; 
" And we hid as it were our faces from him ; he was 
** defpifed, and we efteemed hitf^bt. Surely he hath 
*' borne our griefs, and carried our forrows ; yet wc 
.*' did eAeem him ftricken, fmifctcn of GoD, andaf- 
'' jQlded.. But he was woimded for our tranfgrefIion5« 
^' he was bruifed for our Iniquities : The chafiifement 
f ' of our peace was upon him', and wid) bia ftripes we 
*' are healed. All wc like fliecp have gone- aftray : 
" We have turned every one to his own way, and 
*' the Lo RD hath laid on him the biqulty of lis alk 

1 . •Ifiu.vii. M. t I6.ME, 6,7^ .: r 



« He was opprefFed, and he was affli<f}ed, yet he open- 
*' ed not his mouth : He is brought as a lamb to the 
** flaughter, and as a fbeep before her (hearers is dumb, 
** fo he openeth not his mouth. He was taken from 
** prifon and from judgment; and \^o fliali declare 
*' his generation ? For he. was cut* off out df the land 
*' of the living; For the tranf'greffion of my people 
^ was he ftricken. And he made his grave with the 
" wicked, and with the rich in his death, becaivfe he 
*' had done no vioience, neither was any deceit in his 
"mouth. Yet it pleafed tiie Lord to bruifehim, 
'^ he hath pijt him to grief: When thou flialt make 
" his foul an offering for fin, heihatl fee his feed, he 
'* Ihall prolong his days, and thepleafureof the Lord 
" {hall profper in his hands. He fhall fee of the tra- 
« vcl of his foul, and (hall be fatisfied : By his know- 
" ledge fhall my righteous fervan* juftify many ; for 
** he fhall bear their iniquities. Therefore will I di- 
'* vide him a portion with thegreat, and he ihaU divide 
*^ the /poil with the ^rong : Becaufehe hath poured out . 
" his foul unto death : and he was numbered with the 
'* tranfgreflbrs ; and he bare the fin of many, and 
" made interceffion for the tranfgreffors*, 

6. The teftimony of Jeremiah, Micah, Zechariab, 
and Malachi, are alfo corroborating evidencfcs of Chrift 
and his coming into die world. **- Behold the day^ 
" «>nae, faith the Lord, that I will raife unto David a 
" righteous branch, and a King (hall reign and profper, 
** and (hall execute judgment and juiiice in th^ earth. 
" In his days Judah (hall be faved, and Ifrael (halt 
" dwell fafely : And this is the name Whereby he fhall 
** be called. The LordourRighteousness||." 

Micah 
♦ Ifa, lUi. II Jcr. xauii. 6, 7» 
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Micah, characterizes Ch R i sT, and points out the 
place of his birth. " But thou Bcthichem Ephratah, 
" though thou be little among the thoufands of Jiidah, 
" yet out of thee ihall he coipe forth unto m6, who is 
'* to be ruler in Ifrael, whofe goings forth have been 
**. of old, from everlalting-j'." 

Zechariah, fpccifics the price put upon him, and 
his being deprived of life. '* And 1 faid unto them, 
'* if ^e ihink good, give me my price; and if not, 
" forbear. So they weighed for my price thirty plc- 
" ces of lilver. And tlic Lord faidunlo me, cail it 
" unto the potter; a goodly price th;^t 1 was priied at 
♦' of them ! Avvake O fword, ag^inll my fcepherd, 
*/ and againft the man that is my fellow,, faith tiiC 
''Lord ofhoi^s; Smitejhe Jhcpherd, andthe flicep 
<' ih.U be fcatteredju" 

• t . . . 

Malachi, the laft of the prophets, prcdicls the fore- 
runner ofCHRisT^.'tlie nccOTiefs of his approach, and - 
wonderful -effc<ilF. '* Bdiold, I will fend my mcf- 
*' fenger, and he fliall prepare the: \yay before me ; 
'*.and the Lord, whom ye feck ihall fuddcnly.come to 
*' his temple, even the meflenger of the covenant 
'/'whom ye delight jn;' behold, he fhalF come, faith 
«• the Lord of hofe. But who may abide the day of 
«/ his cornitig ? And who fhyll ftand when he appeareth ? 
" For he is like a refiner's fire anil like fuller's foap. 
V And i)e (ball fit ; s a refiner and purifier of lilver: 
'/ A|?d he .fli^ purify the fons of Levi, and pui^e 
*' iheofi a? gold and iJlver, ti^at they may oiler unto 
" the .Lord an oiicring in righieoufncfs^." . " . 

7- 
f Micah, V. 2. JZec tt xzj t^, .xlli. 7. J Mai. iii. 3, 
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7. Thefe are the reports, the teftimonies of the pro- 
phets concerning the Lord Jesus Christ. And as 
they were literally* accomplifhed in his birth, life and 
death; fothey carry in them as well a convincing proof 
of the truth and certainty of thofe antient predidions, 
as of the wonderful wifdom and fore-knowledge of 
God, who revealed them from the beginning of time, 
in a fuccefTive way to, and by, his fervants the prophets. 

8. Now the names of the perfon in whom thcfc 
c'ddy pi'edidioris were .fulfilled, are fuch as indicate a 
double capacity. A virgin- conceiving and .bearii\g a 
fon is literally expreflive of a nature and capacity 
corrcfponding with human kind. Accordingly when 
the time was come for God to fend forth his Son, the 
circumftances rcfpeding the place of his birth, were 
fo difpofed, that though his parents redded at Nazareth 
in Galilee, y^t a general taxation obtaining, they, 
were obliged in confequence thereof to repair to Beth- 
lehem in Judea, the place predlfled by the prophet 
for the corning forth of him who ftould be ruler in If- 
rael, '* And»foit was, that, while they were there 
'* the days were ?ccomplilhed that (he ihould be di- 
^^liveredj." Arid as this unparalleU'd extraordinary 
affair'was but little underflood, and yet highly necef- 
fary to be known, it was communicated to fhepherds 
H'ho were watching their flecks by night.' " And lo, 
*' the angel of the Lorx) came upon them, and the 
»f glory of the Lord fhone round about them, and 
«/ ihey were fore afraid. And the angel faid untp 
*' them, fear hot: For behold I bring you good tid- 
«* ings. of great joy, which (hall be to all people. 
** Fov unto yoii is born this day, in the city ofDavid, 

• jXuke, ii. 6. 
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•^ a Saviour, which is Christ the Loxd.^ And 
" fuddenly there was with the angel a multitude of 
*< the heavenly hoft, prailing God, and faying, glo- 
*' ry b» to God in the higheft, and on earth peace, 
" and good will towards ment*" 

9. Thus was the Saviour the Lord Jesus Christ 
ufhered into the world. And as his conception was 
without the concurrence o£ man, fo, though he afTumed 
human nature, he did not partake of the carnal mind. 
But being conceived by the Holy Ghost, he was 
emphatically ftiled that holy thingX, ^^^ made like unto 
man in all things, fin only excepted. His body was 
compofed of the fame materials with other men, and 
oonflituted in the common way, being fubjed to the 
calamities incident to life, and fuftained by the 
provifion prepared for mankind. His foul was 
fpirilual, rational, and immortal; was principled 
with purity, and of extraordinary capacity: " For 
^* God gave not the fpirit by meafure unto him||." 

• 10. And as it behoved Christ, as it was congru- 
ous to the defign of his coming to be made like unto 
men, that he might be ** a merciful and faithful high 
'* prieft in things pertaining to God, to make recon- 
*' ciliaiion for the fins of the people*." So it was alfo 
neceifary that he fhould be greater than man, that he 
might comport with the capacity of thofe with whom 
he had to do in the bufine fs of a mediator. For, as a 
mediator is not a mediator of one, and as he was de- 
figned to mediate betwixt God snd man, it was high-. 
ly expedient diat he (hould be equal to both. Accord- 
ingly, 
tLttk.efii* 9» *». 11. 13. 14. J Luke, i. 35, ||Johii# 
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ingly, he is flilcd, the mighty God, the evirlqfttifg 
Father, the prince of peace, the great God, the true 
God, the Lord, the Lord of glory, God over all, God 
manifeft in if^ fltjh. King of kings, and Lord of 
lords, jilpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, 
tJt€ firft and the laft, and the Almighty. 

II. Now thefe chara^rs infer a fuperiority ovet 
all creatures^ and an equality with the M9II High, 
Agreeable to which, he fays, I and " my Father are 
" onejj" and, being *' in the form of God, thought 
*' it not robbery to be equal with God||." Hence be- 
ing one with and equal to God, the worJLS of God 
are afcribed to him. ^' All things were made by him» 
•' and without him was not any thing made that wag 
*• made*." *' For by him were all things crcatecf 
«* that are in heaven, and that are in earth, vifiblc 
" and invifible, whether they be thrones, or dominr 
*^ ions, or prbcipalities^ or powersf." 

And as he created, fohe preferves and governs all 
riiingjs. •' All power (faith he) is given unto me iir 
*' heaven and in earthj;" a confequential eflfeft of 
which is, that he *' upholds (or governs) all thingar 
'« by the word of his power**." He fuftains the 
Weight of temporal and fpiritual affairs, in reference to 
time and eternity. All things are committed unto 
him, and he prdides over and takes cognizance of the 
«ondu^t of every creature. The elements and animals, 
the human body and ratioinal powers of men, as they 
rcfpeft the things of this life are the fubjedts of hi» 
natural fway. The immortal foul, gioral qualities, 
Hz ^ and 

Jr John, ». 30. I) PhU. ii, 6. • John, 5. 3 . t Col. i. |#. 
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and rellgfous perforonances, arc the objeas of hi» 
eye, and the fubjcds of his moral rule. And hence 
4s he governs the ;^hcle, and is ftil«i 'the King of 
kings and prince of peace, fo his government is cor- 
refpondent thereto; -Thy throne, OGod, is for 
"evQrand ever: A focptre of righteou&efe is tlje 
'Mceptrc of thy kingdom J." 

12. Now this infpeaion and government of aH 
creatures infers his prefcience, his being prefent with, 
and comprehending all things. Agreeable to wbicOi. 
i'eter being interrogated .with, <' laveft thou mefj" 
replied, " Lord thou knaw.oft ajl thin^^ thou Jtnow- 
-eft that 1 Jov^t;" A neoeffary CQnfequcna '«£ 
which was, that "ihe needed not that' any fltfyuldtcf. 
V tify .of man; for he kne,w wh^^was in manij/* 
And univerfal knowledge, or fear^ing ih^ hemdtt 
pamcular, b^ngaprenogatiyepcGiJiar toGoD, it was 
the privilege of Ch^rist, ^5 he was Go p and ansa 
united; and which, as it is infeperable from the con- 
nexioii fubfiftiag beivni^t his hfuo>an.^ divSn^naiurc, 
i^ w^ a$ wqII big prjerogauve aftfir, as before Us ftf- 

^ oenfion. Ccnifonant to which, wh^n the heavens ted 
received hioi , be faid, '^and all Aechurches Aall kncnt 

. '/ tha^ I a» be wjio feanjteih the lieins and heart*." 

yj. And forafwuch as omnifcience is .an undenia- 
feje apd.i»t^nur«jnicable at-tribute 0/ the Deity, fo it 
cftaWiftes the doftrine of our Lojip's divinity, and 
^Wbits m a (dear and ftrong light, his title to an c- 
qjual degree of lK>nottr.and worfhip with the Father; 
equality of .effence and attributes inferring a propor- 
tionable 
Sfleb^ J. I. t J<*», xkI. it* .* Jobfl, a. a^. j| Job«i 
ij. i£. *Ktr. £• a|. 
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tidnable right to all that is due to them, by whomfo- 
ever they are poffcft. And as the Father raifeth up 
the dead, md quic^eneth them ; even fo the fon 
quickeneth whom he will. For the Father jud^cth no 
man, but hath committed all judgment to the Son. 
*' That all men may honour the Son as they honoOi 
the Father*." Moreover, it being a truth indifputa- 
Ibly evident that wodhip is due to God as Creator, it 
is equally evident that it is the right of Ch R i sT Je*- 
s trs on the fame account: For ** all things were 
*' made by him, and for himt." And t6 corroborate 
this evidence and aftbrd full faiisfaction, it is added^ 
*' and thou. Lord, (meaning Christ) in the be- 
*' ginning haft laid the foundation of the earth, and the 
•* heavens are the works of thine handsl|." Hence it. 
was, that when the Almighty manifefted the Meffiab, 
when lie brought his firft begotten into the world, he 
faid, " and let all the angels of God worlhip himj." 
And as fupreme worlhip is due to God only, as he 
J}as no partner in this prerogative, it being prohibited 
by, *' thou fljalt. worfhip the Lord thy God, and 
him onlyibalt thou ferve^;" and as the Almighty au- 
thorir<id our Lord to. receive worihip by command- 
ing the angels to give it, it infers an. equalit}', a ooer 
n^fs with the Father ; for he givethnoi his glory to €Uh- \ 
tther. Thus did the l^'atber commimicate to^manki»d 
the true charad^cr of his Soji,, that they mi&ht be c»- 
' cited to adof e him* 

14, Neither is •evidence wanting of our Lord's r«- 
•qulring the fame kind and degree of love from his 
creatures, which is due tc God. For as the Father 

H 3 can '^ 

•John, F. 23. t Col. J. 16. ||-Heb. i. w. ^Jich. i, id* . 
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can be loved only above all other things, and othfeT 
things for his fake; fo Jesus falA, '* if any man 
" come to mc and hate not his father, nfother, wife, 
'* childien, brethren, fifters, and his own life alfo, he 
•' cannot be my difciple*.' And '* he that lovcth 
*' thcfc things more than me, is not worthy of me. * 
And if any man love not the Lord Jesus Chrisiv 
faith the Apoftle, " let him be Anathema Maran- 
*' athaj." " 

15. By him like wife, as judge. of all the earth, will 
the final condition of all men be determined ; ^ for, 
*' we muft all appear before the judgment feat of 
«' Christ." And " as Hive faith the Lord, every 
*' knee^all bow to me, and every tongue (hall con- 
" fefs to God||." And as he will judge all men, fo 
it will be according \o his gofpel ivhick is preached 
to or (ly) in every creature^ by his fpirit, which en- 
lightens and teaches every man coming into tkt -world^. 
The ifluc of which procedure will be, that, as thfe 
gofpel, the law of Christ, is the rule of aftioa, 
"id it will be the rule of judgment; and proportidit- 
able to the ufe or abufe of it, will the reward be; for 
he wiU give to every man according to his works^ 
So will the righteous judge, the Lo R d J e s us Ch R i s t, 
pronounce the decifive fcntence. Till which, and to 
dfure us thereof, it is faid, " Bshold, he cometh 
" with clouds ; and every eye (haH fee him, and they 
" alfo who pcirced him, and all the kindreds of the 
'^ earth ihall wail becaufc of him: Even fo, Amen§." 

16. The heavenly hoft alfo, faints and angels, who 

pralfe 
* Luke, xir. 2^. J L Cor. xvi. 22, || Rom. xiv. 10,1 j, 
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praife wiih underftandbg, jom to celebrate his nam^, 
and afcribe to the Son equal honour and glory with 
the Father/ And " I beheW (faith St. John) and I 
*• heard the voice of many angels round about the 
** thrcMie, and. the beafts, and the elders: And the 
** number of them was ten thoufand times ten thou- 
«* fands, and thoufands of tjjoufands ; faying with a 
'* loud voice, worthy is the Ltimb that was flain, to 
*' receive power, and riches, and wifdom, and ftrength, 
" and honour, and glory and blefliiig. And every 
*' creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and 
" under the earth,' and fuch as are in the fea, and all 
*' that are in them, heard I, faying, bleffing, and 
«* honour, and glory, and power, be unto him that 
*^ iittelh upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever 
*' and everlj." • . 

17. From thefe premifes ; from his being born of 
a virgin, and pofTeiling all the powers and properties 
of human mature, and fuftaining the chara<^er of 
God, creator, preferver, governor, and judge of all 
things; which infer omnipotency, onwiiprefcnce, 
and omnifcience; and from his receiving ecjual ho- 
nour, woriWp, and glory with the FatherJ it is evi- 
dent that the per/on of the Saviour confifts of the wi- 
tura of God and man. But thefe natures diifering 
from each other as finite docs from infinite, the things 
which are afcribed to Christ, are fuch, as cannoc 
be the cffed of one or the other of them onl]^. And 

• as fome things are predicated of him as the eflfeiSl of 
Loth natures aciing in concert ; fo other things of 
each nature refpetftivcly. The church being pnrtha- 

' Jed with the blood of Goof, evidences the death of his 

manhood 
11 Rwi i. II, I?, i%i 14. t Aai, x«. 2». 



ftunhood, and Indicates the concurrence and InfiueiKc 
of his godhead, which gave infinity and efficacy 
to his fufferings, in making them meritorious. And 
touching the things which concern each nature 
rcfpeftively, it may fufficc to obferve, that creation 
being a work of omnipotence, k was incompatible 
with his human nature ; as, to be born of a virgin', 
was a contradion inconfiftent widi creator. 

i8. But for a ftjUer inveftigation of this matter, 
and to prevent miftakes, inafqiucK as tie fcriptures 
teach thingswhich concern the Lord Jesus inathree- 
fold capacity: Some things agree;ing only with fu- 
preme divinity; others, with a created being prior to 
his. incarnation; and. others, with incarnation it/elf; 
ib I (hall take notice of the time and xpanngrofihc 
cxiftence of what pretained to his manhood, and its 
•union* with the godhead, with the reafons for,, and 
die good effe^ls of that union, hi reference to the fat 
yation of finners^ 

(2) ir. And firft, that the foul or mind of ChrIs? 
did cjcift before he affumed human nature, is to be 
inftrred from.fcripture teftimony. To which purpofe 
Jiis harbinger, John the Baptift-» i3 to be underftood 
when he tells us, *' This was heofwhoip Ifpake, 
«' that he who. comctji after me, is preferred before 
** me, becaufc he was before me?^.*' As if -he had 
faid, though he came after me into.»thc world,. yet ^^ 
•exiftcd before me. And this I conceive muft be un- ' 
4erftood of his human foul, (brafmucl\ as it is /aid* 
*' He thatconaetji from above jj,".whicl\ coming is hv 
^pnfiilcnt witia hi? divinity; for that^,b(iing every* 

' where,, 
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\vhtfts filling all pdac0s, is incapable of defccndixig 
or afcending. A .parallel pafiage is, where our Lo r d 
reprefcnts himfelf as ithe antitype of the manna in the 
wildernefs ; that as maxma came down from heaven 
for their fupport in the way to Canaan ; fo Cm B. i sT 
tells them. He was the living hrtad that came down 
from heaveti*f that Jtlicy might eat and live for ever. 
Now this refers to a local defcent of one who did ex- 
ift in heaven before he appeared on earth; becaufe 
when fome of his followers murmured at it as a hard 
feymg, he confirms it by its contrary, faying, " what 
'* if ye^fliall fee the Son of man afcend where he was . 
"before^?" And as his afccnt from earth to heaveij. 
was ceal, fo was his deicent from heaven to earth real 
slfo; netdier of winch can confift with his divinity, 
^dtherefiire are lo.be underftood of his human fouL 
Another text which teaches the (asne thing is this; 
*' I came forth from the Fariier, and am come in^o 
" the world : Again I leave the world, and go to the 
" Father II." As Christ hath a real being in hea- 
ven fince he left (he woild ; ib he had as real ateiag 
there before he came into it. To the ian\e purpofii 
^xy be int^preted our Lt)Ri>6 Prayer; ^* I have 
" glorified thee oh earth, and have finiihed the work 
"thoiigaircftjxie to do. And now, OFatiher, glo^' 
" rify ihou me M'ith thy own fclf, T^ith the glory I 
" had with'thcc before the world beganf." As ihl» 
pairageaifertsa pie-eidftencei 1 ibink it is of tl\e human 
foul; beoaufe it fpeaks of a reftoratton.to a glory 
formcdy enjoyed, but parted .witli for a feafon, and 
after>^rds defired ; and as change of place, being di- 
vcftcdof glory, and rci-aiTuming it again are creature* 

afts, 
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afts. To they are incompatible Ivith fupreme divinity* 
A farther inftance of the fame kindis> where it is faicf^ 
** That though he was rich, yet for your fakes he bc- 
**came poor*/* Hisbeiiig rich, I prefume, refers to 
a ftate prior to his birth ; and his divine nature being 
incapable of becomiiig poor, (for that admits of no 
•change) it muft fignify his pre-exiftent foul, which by 
affuming human nature, a body of ileih, became com- 
paratively poor, being deprived of the glories of hea- 
ven, (though not of holinefs) and efpecially, by a 
voluntary fubjedion to afflidivc fcenes of life, for he 
was a man of forrows^ and at laft by fuffering death 
upon the crofs. Fromthefe placet it is evident, that 
as Christ defcen(^ed from heaven at his incarnation; 
and as it was not poffible for his divinity to defcend 
and becontradted within the narrow fphere of a human 
body, fo I conclude that it was his human foul, and 
that it did exif): before his incarnation. 

2/Itisobfervable, thftt his foul affumed a human 
body and dwelt amongft men, for the Apoftle, when 
ihewing tjie infufficienoj^' ' of the legal facrifices to 
takeaway fin, mentions the fufficiency of Christ 
the great facrifice, fayiiigv « hocfy haft thou prepared 
mrYi and in the tenth verfe he refolves the whole 
meritorious caufe of man's falvation into the offering 
ef Chrift's body once for all. And thus, according to 
Ihe fame Apoftle, '' God fent forth his Son made of 
" a woman, made under the law, to redeem them who 
^f were under the law, that we migh^ receive the 
'^ adoption of fonsj." 

3. The fcripture teaches, that this Jesus was unit- 
ed 
♦ II. Coi. viii. 9. t Hcb. x. 5. ( Gal. iy»«4> S« 
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•d to, and one with the Father. Hence it Is faid, 
'' that it pkafed the Father, th%t Al fulnefs (hould 
" dwell in CHRisTf." And that fulnefs was " the 
" fulnefs of the godhead bodily*," or real!) ; that is, 
the fupreme divinity dwelt in him, to fignify the 
clofeuefs of the union, and the conftancy of tL.* in- 
hibitdiion of it. This union^ is alierted by Christ 
where he fa 35, " if ye had known me, ye had knowiw 
•' my Father alfo." Upon hearing this, '' PhilUp ^ 
" faith. Lord fliew us the Fatlier, and it fufTiceth ;" 
cxpedling that God was to be feen in fome vifjble 
form : But our Lo rd correds this miftake by telling 
them it was a wonder, that be had been fo long with 
them, and yet they wanted tor fee the Father. *' He 
*' that hath feen me, hath feen the Father alfo§," or 
all of God that can be feen,* For Chr i sT was " the 
•* brightnefs of his glory, and the exprefs image of 
•* his perfonll," and fo the vi^JibU image of the invi^ 
fibU God. And as a confirmation of this, he affures 
them^ that fo clofe was the union, and fo intimate 
the relation, that they ought to believe, that «' he 
^* was in the Father, and the Father in him." 

4. I (hall now affiga fome reafons for this union. 
And firft, as Christ undertook to feek and Jave 
loft man, he became a man, " for it behoved him to 
«' be made like unto his brethren, that he might be a 
** merciful and faithful high prieft in things pertain- 
«' ing to God, to make reconciliation for the fins of 
*' the people J." And being made like them, he has. 
a fympathy with, and fellow feeling of their wants; 
and having bec.n tempted, he knows how to fuccour 

them 

i-Col,i.9. »Col.l5.9* 5 John, xif. 7,8,9. aHcb.i.a^ 
jHcb, ii. 17. 



(88) 

them who are tempted. Hence by putting himfelf in- 
to ihcir circumtlances, fin only excepted, he became a 
fuitable Saviour. And as man by his fins liad ex- 
pofisd himfislf to the wrath of God, which threatened 
eternal death, Christ became incarnate, that he 
might fufFer that part of the penalty, he could not o- 
therwife have undergone : For fince it was a rule in 
lihe divine government, that " without (bedding of 
'^ ** blood there (hould be no remidion of finsf ;" there- 
fore it was neceifary that the Saviour ihould con- 
form thereto, by dying for our fins, and by entering 
into lieaven with his own blood, '* to appear in the 
" prefencc of God for usj." 

5. A fecond reafon why the mediator was God and 
man united, was, that there might be a fufficicncy of 
merit conveyed to his fuflferingsi that his death might 
be of fufficicnt value as an atoning facrffice ** for tl^.e 
JJ' fins of the \^hole world*." And that there was 
fuch a fuflfciency of merit in the fufferings of Ch R I ST, 
the fcriptures teftify, when they. ttU us, that we 
** were not redeemed with corruptible-things, as/il- 
" ver and gold, but with the precious blood of Christ; 
" as a lamb without blemifh and without ff)Ot||." 
Aniif it be aiked whence this virtue and effie^cy was 
derived to the fuflferings of Christ, the Apoftle 
tells us wlfcn he fays, *' For if the blood of bulls, 
" and of goats, and the afhes of an heifer fprinkling 
" the unclean ferved to puriiy their flefh; how much 
" more fhall the Hood of Chr 1st; who through the 
'^ eternal fptrit, offered himfelf without fpot to God, 
** purge yout confciences fronj dead works to ferve . 

the 

t Hieb. ix. a^. 5 Hcb. ix. 34. ••!. John, i1. s. 

HI, Paw, i. x8, 19, 



( 89 ) 

ikiiviflgGoBj?" Here the efficacy of his fufferiiigs, 
and its preferahlenefs to the legal facrifices arc afcrib- 
cd to the eternal fpirit, through which he offered 
himfelf a facrificeloGoD. ; ' 

6. Now the inference to be drawn from the preced- 
ing part of this difcourfe, is, that the Saviour being 
God and man united, he was well qualified to tranfa(S 
the bufraef^ of a mediator betwixt them. And as in ' 
confequence of his fubftitution in the place of finners, 
he paid their ranfom by the ftedding of his precious 
blood, fo it is faid, that the '^ offering once made is 
" that perfe^ redemption, propitiation', and fatisfac- 
" tion for all the fins of the whole world, both ori- 
" gmal and adlual ; and there is none other fatisfac- 
" tion for fin, but that alone*.^* Ahd with this tranf- 
aifHon, this offering o*f himfelf oncer for all a facrifice 
for fin, the father was AV-ell pleafed, and became pro- 
pitious to his creatures, willing to fo'rgive their of- 
fences, and to confer upon them all the bleffings they 
are capable of re<feiving. 

7. Hejice then as the fcriptures of the Old Tefta- 
ment predict his-Corting, defcribe'hls fufferings, • ^nd 
exhibit the re^fbn.of it'in hisbiirig' '''Cutoff, but not 
" for himfelft ;" and the fcriptures of the'NeW Tcfta- 
mcnt afcribing'falyation toliis death and the facrifice 
offered thereby, \5y bearing our /ins in his own body 
upon the tree^, being 'made a cHrfe for us \\: I fay, the 
two Teflaments" concurring* to demon ft rate that this 
Jesits is the Saviour, it irifers' th^t there nfeither'is> 
nor nefcd be; falvationin* ahyx3theri' beoaufe *' he farvcs 

1 '*unto 

J Hfcb. ix. 13, i:^. *'3ift Art. of 'the Churclli of .Engl^i^f. 
t Dan. ix.-a6f. t I.'Ptt. ii* 24»' 1l<5ul. iif. 13^ 



( 90 ) 

«' Uttto the uttennoft all them who come unto God by 

•»'him1I." 

8. But to fet this matter in a. clear poi,nt pf vievr, 
1ft it be remembered > that '' as man, every man, is far 
" gone from original righteoufnefs, and is of his own 
•' nature inclined to evilf," fo he is rendered incapa- 
ble ('till changed by grace) of ferving God in an ac- 
•*5eptablc way ; a neceffary confequence of which is, 
that he fins agalnft him,- which renders the finner 
cfriminal and accurfed of God, and liable to fuifer 
the vengeance of eternal fire. And this being die true 
ftate, the re4 condition of all men by nature, and of 
mofl m^ by pt^dlice, adlual iin being added to ori« 
ginal evil: So being ingulphed in fin and mifexyp 
guilt and (hame, how may a (inner be fayed ? The 
Apo^'s anfwer is pertinent : " There is one God» 
*' and one mediator betwi;ict God and men, the man 
"Christ Jesus, who gave himfelf a ranfom for 
<* all J," by '* tatting death for every man*,'* and 
fo is '^ the Saviour of all meuj but efpeclally of thexn 
.f'Aatbclicvei." 

9. Now if any other thing, wheAer ceafing tcCm 
outward evil, or .doing good to the bodies or foids of 
men; or performing moral or religious duties, or 
whatever elfe is within the compafs of human power 
•ras fufiicient to atone for and take away fin, why 
does the fcripture teach, that there Isfalvation in none 
mker, that without Christ xu^ can do nothsng\\, diat 
so man eometh to the Father but by him^^^ and that he 
is tht Lamb of God that'taketh away the /ins of the 

worlds 
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worldf ? Indeed ta atohe for paft fin, by prefem rfe«^ 
pentance, or future reformation, is inlpoffibk: Potr 
every moral agent, every perfon owing to or being, 
under obligation to perform perfeft and perpetual 
obedience to the Almighty, there can be no works' o£^ 
fuperroragation, nothing to fpare when duty is dif- 
charged wherewith to placate the Deity/ or fatisfy for 
pait omifiions or pofitive offences. This being tJie 
C'^t, how abford, dangerous, and dei!ruflive is the 
notion of depending 6n htuhan performances for ac- 
ceptance wi.h God; the oppolfng evil, with good- 
works, fetting the one againft tiie other, that the me- 
rit of the one may take away the demerit of the other.. 
But from paft fins, or future wrath by works, the me- 
rit of works, JkM tio fiejh living be faved^: '» For 
(faith the Apoftle) ii righteoufnef9 come by the law,, 
*« then Car I ST is dead in vamV Or, " if a layt 
** had been given which could have giveh life, verily 

' " righteoufnefs ihould have been by die law.** And 
to ihew that it is not fo, ^at th^ Is no fuch law^ he 
adds, ''^Biit the fcripture has concluded^ a]| under fin# 
" that the promifeby/aithof Jesus CkRtst niigit 
"be given to Acm that bclievelj." This, then/ is 
inconteftably evidens, is as clear as the (hining of the 
fun at noon-day, that there is no falvatlon but by 
Jesvs Christ; and that according to thetefti- 
monyofmen, as well asthe declaration of fcripture,. 
*' They are to be had accurfed that prefume to fay, 

•*«thkt every man ihall be faved by the law or f eft 
*• which he profeffeth ; fo that he be dili^nt to frame 
'•his life according to that law, and the light of nar 
*• turc. For holy fcripture ioth fet out to us only 
I 2 " the 
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" &e name of -Jbsus Christ, vheiebjr men maw 
•'befavedfl.'* . / 

II. Let us now confider tbe falvaUon which, isin 
Christ Jbsus. . 

I. And by falvation, it is probable, the Apoftle 
primarily intends the Saviour him felf; his fufficicncy, 
power, or ability to fave ; which interpretation is in- - 
ferable from the context, and which being a repetition 
of the text in different words, is explicatory of it. 
•' There is (faith he) none other name under heaven 
*' given amongf' men whereby we muft be favedf." 
Which h, as if he had faid, there is no other Saviour, 
none diat can deliver but the Lord Jesus Christ. 

,2, Now falvation^; in this reip««t, isrci^y^^c into 
two pai^-ti^ular^., '¥m^ themcrit^i andfccoacHyji tke 
Jpiritpf CiiRi^Tf 

3. Andit,is;certain that all meritis in Christ; 
;iihatli^ i^qij^.by his paffion procured. all ithe good 
fhing^rwbich^he Almighty youchfafcs tp any creatwe 

^ of. human ki9d; Fpj:^II n>en haviDg finned, and 
.tlie^reby rendered .tbeopfdves obnoxious to GoD's4if- 
fleafupc, ii is kipoiTible for any creature to merit or 
defetveany the leaft . d^ree of /alvation frpm hin^. 
■"Wherefore, ^man« oafe requiring it) if pl^afcd Qoo 
10iieuute,his gon todo that which other 4;ife.c6jild|not 
^ d©i?c, via, ^pm^,reccj^iiUationf<irib^Jins:ofthi 
^PM* f^R2 die Saviour is defcriW as Ac. great 
^ghTpricft.,of OUT prpfpiTim, vf^ia faad down his life 
^ an atonement and propitiation for the /ins of men, 

and 
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and mtcrceeds for them in virtue of that fatisfaftion f. 
for as tho priefts Under the' law offered gifts and facri- 
fices; fo Christ as a prieft is faid to «' kwe us ^d- 
" give himfclf for us, an offering and a facrifice to» 
" God ibr a fwcet fmelHng favour J." And bcinpan' 
atoning prieft, he interceeds for us in vi«ue of thar 
atonement; for *' he who bore:the fin of many, mada 
" interceffion for the tranfgrefforsf," and fo is able 
to fyvc them to the tittermbfr w^hoconie unto God by 
him; fteingheever lives to make interoeflion forlhem^^ 
Arid the manner in which, 'lis probable, this is done^' 
is, he pleads the merit of *his fufferings before the Pa-^ 
ther, &s a reafon why mercy and 'grace ibould be givenf 
to imners. -In other places he irf rcprefented as offer-^ 
ing up the prayers of faints- with mueh iacenfc, . whichr 
Ihadows^forth'the fufficicncy of his iatercefliott,.wbicbi 
gives amiablenefs knd acceptance to' Uie perfons andi 
fcrvices of feints, who are accepted in the bdoved^- > 

4; Ahd 'as the death of Gh k i s t is the meritorious.'? 
caufe of falvatioiT, fo the fpirit of Ch« i st is the? 
efficient caufc thereof. For falvatioo being of a fpi*- 
ritual nature, and i prcfent as~well as^fbtur^ thing, Itt 
requires a fpiritual ageirt to effect it^ The Holy>'' 
6I10ST, (which is the fpirit of Christ) is^that a-* 
gent-; it is by him ak>ne that falvation is wrought im 
the hearts of the chSdren of' mem He convinces^, 
juftifies, and' fan^i6es ; he does all that the cafe off 
man requires. Hence he is filled the fpirit of truth i 
to* convince of fin i deleft ecrop, aud guide in ifeei 
right -^ay; -the- fpint of grace to aiM in ■ fiDpplicat''^'* 
ing G6d ; the- fpirit of: adoption to initiate into the* 
fivoury.and ' ta'evideacejthat we belong to the family^ 
I3 off 
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^fCoo; ^ fpirijt t^at renews, ftrengthenSii i'andi- 
&s, cooifoitSj and wbo& firuil.is in all goodnefs, right- 

^iii ' : ' 

£• Wherefore; fin havVig blinded the minds pfmea, 
ibey ane.dark and UBdefi;emingy knowing neither 
&eir difeafe idor cure ; tfaey fte not that they are in a 
fsillen ftate» children of wrath and heirs of helU 
without God and h^!fie in |he world*; , Yea, ib great 
i$ the moral iniatu^tioo of men^ that ^y miftake 
the true i^atiiure of things^ calling evil gooci.and goo4 
evil, and putting light for darlu^fs and darknefsfor 
l^ht, whereby evil is preferred and embra^, and 
goodf even falvatjon^ is mifunderftood, defpifed, 
9nd neglected, to reniove this blindnefs and its fatal 
tSsQa, (o'opea ihe blind eyes and i^urn from darknefs 
tfo light, Ch&ist promifed tp fend the Hotv 
Ghost, to '^ convince the world of fin, righteouf* 
*' nefs, and judgmentf." Accordingly, in fulfilling 
diispromife to every age^ smd to the individuals of 
every nation, (for the favixjggraoc of Gon appears 
U aU mcnt,) he, by the irradiating rays of his f]^}' 
fit. With QfT. lyithout ^e inftrumentallty of his word 
and Oftiinaaces, fo inlightens and informs the minds 
of men>..as to give a fenfe of fin, an appreheniion of 
danger, and a convi^ion of their own infuiScleacy 
to atone for, and take away (m:. The effe^ of which 
is, that by difcof ering the guilty, naked, deformed 
ilate, and extreme danger of the foul, he faves them 
from ignorance, pride, and vainrglory. And being 
by this convidion cut off from all hope of faving 
themfclves. by any works or merit 0f .their own, the 
fame fpirit affifts in : believing that, hrfp is laid, wppa 

one 
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one that is mighty for them, that " Jesus Christ 
" is ^salted to be a Prince and a Saviour^ to.give re- 
" pcntance and rcnjiiflion of finfi|| ;" which, as it pre- 
ferves from defpafr, fo it encourages , and excites 
them to truft ia.CH r i st ; when the holy fpirit takes 
of the things of Christ, the bepefits of his pa0ion> 
9nd reveals them to- the foul, 

6. And benfe^ as the fpirit of God juftifies by ap^ 
plying to . xfic guilty cpnfcience the benefits of 
Christ's death* in pardon, and pe^ce, fQ he feals 
our adoption of God by " bearing . wltnefs with our 
" fpirit that we are the children of Go d J." He alfo, 
as a farther inftance of his office and efficacy, faves 
the foul from its native impufity, from every temper 
and affeflion which conftitute the body of (in, the 
old man, which is corrupt according, to the deceitful 
lufts; and conftitutes it ^new, forming Christ hi 
it, in righteoufnefs and true holinefs, the hope of glory fk 
And to perpetuate and perfe£l'the falvation procured 
for, .and conferred upon men; Christ by the' 
fpirit preferveth his faints ; for they are kept by his 
power through faith unto falvation*, unto that falva- 
tion which the foul will witnefs at death in deliver- 
ance from tlie body and this fublunary world ; and ta 
the body, at die refurreftion, to eternal life : *« For 
•' if the fpirit of him who raifed up jEsus from the 
•* dead, dwell in you, he who raifed up Christ from 
«« the dead, (hall alfo quicken your mortal bodies by 
•* bis fpirit that dwelleth in you J." 

I fhall now conclude with fome pradlical ufe of this 
doarinc. i- And 

I AasTOi. ^Rom.viii. i«. t Col, i. 27, ♦LPet.i.£^ 
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1. AncJ f5rft, if tli^^e be falvation in none other, 
\vhat will Aiheifts and th^s do ?. The one confefRng 
no God, and ftie other idcnyirig Wis word, Thefe 
fubterfuges will do' nothing 4n the hour of death and 
day of judgment : As the one is contrary to the evi- 
dence of ferife, aiid the other to that of the under- 
flanding. Now heaven and earth being objects <rf 
fenfe, if the Atheift's mind was not darkepe^ to the 
laft degree, he ^*1^uld find a demonfttation of a Deify 
11) them : For however infufficient the Works <rf cre- 
ation and * providence are to difcbver w Hat God is, 
yet they fufBciently ihew, that there is a God. Thefe 
monuments of majeftyV this wonderful . f^brick the 
ciarth and keavens,^ with all their fliihinghofts,. cannot 
be the eff(?6l of chance and non-esclftence. 'Nor can 
day and night, fiimmer and winter, with the ten thou- 
sand things which depend on them, be the refult o£ 
what is falhionably termed Tate ; which, with tliei: 
Atheift, is a/;o»r«>»r//yy'a fenfl^fs.nothing, 

2, And furefy the Atheift,' though otherwife. am 
unbeliever, is a volunteer in faith, if he believe thati* 
the things which are now,, always were ;. or,', if once* 
they were not, t1l9t th^y gave birth to themfelves, and'c 
fb nothing produceiji fomething. And, if they always 
did, they always will.exift ; or, iftheyg^ve. being. to • 
themfelves,. they are able to diffolve themfelves, and' 
return. to their primitive nothing. But if matter, , or 
the world be not eternal, nor.cQuld givebejng to Jtfelf,, 
it infers a Deity, the creator and preferver of all. 
things. tfi\ tbc. unbeliever . tlien . truft the evidence pi 
his fcnfcs touching things temporali and believe,, tifat 
as the)' could not create themfelves, io there Is afirft.. 
Q^vS^, 2lQ oj^iXO \v\iQxsx as creator evesydrcature of^' 
* " ' ' humaaci 
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human kind k accountable, and from whom they will 
receive tlie reward of well or ill doine;. For, all 
things being m^de for^ and miniftering to. man's 
wants and welfare ; (which it is evident enough they 
do) it is hard to conceive that all this Ihould be for 
the poor exiftencc of a few years, wiihout any refpe^l 
to a. future ftate,. . As fuch, let the Atheift wlu> denies 
a Deity V and therewith the immortality of man^ couii- 
der, that, if at death, inftead of annihilation and non- 
cxiftence, that *fpark of intelligence' the foul, which 
now enalles him to think and ad, furvives the Ixxiy : 
How furprized will it be, when its exiftence becomes 
more fenfible, by having fliook of!" the cumbrous load 
of a frail carcafs^ and ftanding difcngaged from mat- 
ter, and wiiit^ever may hinder its. motion, and Icing 
aded upoH; and having fuch ftfnfations of a ftate of 
alienation fropi Gob's favour and Image, and enmity 
to him, as will render it comple^JlIy milerable. 

.3. And all external things, the tilings of this world 
carrying in them the evidence of wifdom, greatoefs, 
and goodnefs in their creatoi;, which tlie various order 
every where obfervable, tKe immenfnefs of matter, 
and the ufefulnefs X)f the. whole, fufficienfly declare : 
A faithful refledion on the ' fuppofabie time of thqir 
beginning to exift, aided by a cootemplation of them 
as things which havcjep^aiHied, amidft many viciiE- 
tudes, and a ferious 9pnfiderati9n of what will be when 
time is no more, may gi^ije new ideas tp a denier of 
the Deity.^' It'na^y ccuVfibvte toward, may help to ex- 
pel- tljat, infatuating folly. which is the effecl of fallen 
nature, inoreafed by bad educatipn, and confirmed by 
corrupt cQ^yerfation and a rcfufel of the grace of Go d. 
Jf the» the Atheift will confulf k\s own intereft^ let 

him 



hiaa widi tlie Deift believe that there is one Go f); 
which he has evidence enough for, and rcafon Suffici- 
ent to do ; and which will be one ftep toward com- 
mencing chrifllan, in receiving the falvation which h 
in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory. 

4. Let the Delft alfo, who believes that, there a 
Tone God, confider whether men are fuch as a holy, 
wife, and good God made (hem; and whether he 
who is the author of their being, and daily benefac- 
tor, is fo fcrved by them as he ought to be. And if 
the Almighty governs the world by a law which is 
according to ihe nature, reafon, and fitnefs of things, 
and extends to the individuals of mankind ; and wliich 
obi iges them to fear, love, praife, and delight in Go d; 
to be foter and temperate in" the ufe of God's crea- 
tures ) and by reafon of the mutual relation fubfifting 
amongft men, to be juft and good, to forbear all hof- 
tile> injurious afts, and to promote as muph as in Aem 
lies, the profperity of each other in rcfpedl of foul, 
body, and eftate. .1 fay, if the governor of the world 
by the ^w of nature, independant on revelation, 0- 
' bilges his creatures to obey him, preferve ihemfelves, 
and be fubfervient to the happinefs of each other: 
What if they fail in point of performance? Are they 
able to reconcile themfelves to fo holy and "juft a God, 
after having offended Bim? That they can, admits a 
doubt, is^far from being certaifa.' For, as every law 
-liasa fand^ion, a rcwairl for the keepers, and a pu- 
^iflimeht for the breakers of it j fo the law of nature, 
if violated by man, will be found as exadV.ifi this m 
any other ; becaufe Ae aff of violarion, (if nature be 
pure and holy as' the Deift believes) is as contraiy to 
nature as it is ^o GoD^gainft whom it h committed'; 

The 
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The natural confcquence of which is, that when na- 
ture is oppofcd/ the author of nature isoiFended: 
And, if od^er perfons be injured by it, then it is a fia 
agaipft nature, .God, and mankind alfo. As fuchj 
what can a finncrdo, vvh:.t facritice will he bring to 
atone for his fm ? Confcffion of, and contrition for 
fin, are not ^n equivalent for crimes committed. They 
neither unSp, nor atone for what is done ; fo. the fin 
remains. But juftice foy the breach of the Jaw muft be 
fatisfied, as well to fupport the authority of the law- 
giver, as to punifh the auth9Fpf. the violation : Which 
can only be by Inilitling a proportionable puniftiment 
on the offender, pr by its befng transferred to and 
borne by another for him. And if the Deiit will not 
have a fubilitute, if he will not be faved by the Lo rd 
Jesus Christ, he muft bear the punifhment of his 
fin, which will pcrtainly ena in his utter ruin. 

5. But if nature be corrupt. or principled with a 
propenfion to every pradical evil, which perfonal ex- 
perience, and almoft univerfal pra^ice prove ; is it 
not moid reafonable to consider man as a finful, guil- 
ty, helplefs creature, and who needs better affiftancc 
than his own, to fave him. And as a counterpoize to . 
man's condition as a (inner, let him believe on him 
whofc coming was foretold by the prophets, and whofc 
birth, life, and death exaftly corresponded with the 
predictions which went before concernbg him, and 
which were never accomplifhed in any other perfon but 
himfelf ; and were attended with fuch circumftances as 
were fufficient evidences to all wcU-difpofed enquir- 
ers after truth, of his being the Meffiah, who ihould 
come into th^ world. 

6. And 
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6. And let fuch as rejed the fcriptures, and con- . 
fequently Christ Jesus as a Saviour, confidcr, 
whether they can find any other account, which con- 
tains fuch a feries of things as have bfeen fince the 
world began, fo well attefttd, and fo clear and con- 
fiftent in its defcript|ons of men as finners, and as 
under a neceflity of being faved by facrifice. And 
though the facrifices were for a feafon of inferior crea- 
tures, and but types of the antitype the great facrifice 
to be offered once for all ; yet, as they had refped to 
that, they were accepted ; Whefeby the .fin cere offerers 
were freed from their offences, and treated as though 
they had not offended. And as atonement for fin by 
the merit of ChKIst's death, and deliverance from 
it by his fpfrit, are excellently adapted to do them 
good; as it frees them froifi evefy evil, .and qualifies 
them to ferve God in a way agreeable to himfelf and 
the firfl inilitution ; fo it is more confit^ent with man's 
condition as a finner, than. depending on his own me- 
rits, or the mercy of God without a mediator ; be- 
caufe, the wickednefs of man is fuch, as renders it 
incompatible with a right notion of God to believe 
that it is agreeable to, him, or can be expiated by any 
merit of a map's own, or will be forgiven without fatif- 
fadion . from a fubftitute. And, as falvation is of 
great and univerfa! concernment; lo none through pre- 
judice, perverfnefs, or indifferency, (hould omit any 
thing which may conduce to promote it. ' As fuch, 
if the Deifl will fparch the fcriptures and prove him- 
felf by them, he may fiud more fin in himfelf than he* 
can atone for ; and w.hich, if it remains uhtaken away, 
will render him' Unhappy for eVbr. Moreover, if he 
did but know the true ftate of rfjari ; 'hfs 'cdnl^atiety 
to God in the darknefs of his underflanding in things 

fpiritual 
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fpiritual, and tl^e corruption of his wilf, in embracing 
forbidden obje£ls and preferring them before God the 
chief good ; was he but fcnfible of his fore diforder of 
foul, and how incurable it is by any ability of his own, 
he would readily embrace the glad tidings of a Savi- 
our, and imbibe the falvation purchafcd for him. 
He would open his heart to receive the precious blcff- 
ing of pardon and peace ; and would witnefs ihat 
fpiritual in* rcourfe betwixt God and the foul, with 
its confcquent comfort and fwcet interchange, the 
flux and reflux of tbe foul in receiving divine light, 
love, power, &c; and returning them to God in gra- 
titude and uniyerfal obedience, is more valuable than 
all eardily things, affords full fatisfa^iion, and opens 
a bright profped of a bleffed eternity, 

7. But if there be falvation in none other, how far 
do the Soct'ntans and Arians afcrlbe falvation to. 
Christ ? It isfaiJ, " Socinus was a man of a narrow 
** throat, ai^d could not fwallow myf!erics."^ It may 
with as much propriety be fa id, that he had tliv con- 
ceptions of Christ Jesus, as he placed him on a 
level with other men, affirming him to be but avjerc. 
man. .Herein they differ as well from the Arians as 
from the Orthodox. Yet how his being but a man, 
can agree with the pcrfon in whom alone is falvation, 
is not eafy to conceive. And they allowing him no 
being before his birth of the virgin, it is nut ft range 
that they make little accoimt of his merit and fpirit. 
But his having no being till be was born, will but ill 
comport with, " All things were made by him, and 
** without him was not any thinjg madethat was madc|': " 
And, '' that be was before all things, and Sy, him all 
K '* things 

- |jJohn,i, 3» 
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'^ things GonfiftJ:" For the world having been about 
. tour thoufand years when our Lord was born, if he 
jtoade it (which is the one literal obvious fenfe of 
fhefe words) he muft have a being before it, as the 
^ecl cannot be before the caufe. How falfethen 
•he notion, how contrary to the letter as well as fenfe 
of fcripture, is a denial of the pre-exiftence of 
Christ. And as Socinianifm fails in the grand 
fundamental point, it deferves no farther confutation: 
-And they and the Arians agreeing in moft other things^ 
^c fame may fiiffice for both. 

8. The Ariam differ from the Socinians, as they 
'jignifyour Lo r d with a more divine charaifler, re- 
t|?refenting him inferior to the Father only, and fupe- 
fior to all other creatures ; affimaing him to bei^efore 
all thingar, aiid the greateft meffenger the Almighty 
ever made ufe of. Npw this is true, in refpeft of 
Ijis created foul, (for his body w^s not before the 
■urorld h^^vi) which afterwards affumed' a body of 
flefh, "iinvhich fenfe he was inferior to the Father, 
and might truly fay. My Father is greattr than h 
But being ftiled God, the mighy God, the true God, 
tttid God qver all ; one 'with . the Father, and equal 
tvttk God, and on* in whom ihe fulnefs of the Oo'dhead 
dwells ; and haying creation,^ prefervation, govern^ 
tnent, judgment, and every work and attribute of tht 
Almighty afcribed to him in the fcripture : And thefe 
l»eing titles and things which agree with none in dig*-' 
Hity lefs than the fupreine Deity, he is both GoD'and 
inanin one CifRisTj by which he - Hands diftln- 
|;ui(hed from all other beings both iii heaven and 
<artb/ ppffe/ling both the natures'bf Gbpandman:* 
'• ' A%i 
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And therefore is with the grcateft reafon andhigheft 
propriety reprefeiited under the incomparable epithets of 
*' Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, 
*'« faiih the Lord, which is, and which was, and 
*' which is to come, the Almighty*/' 

9. Moreover, he is characterized ih Savioiir, thif 
one only Saviour of fmners ; who died for the fiiiS 
of the whole vvorld ; arid to whom alone it is owin j 
that finners find forgivenefs, he being the one Laqplb 
of God whofe ** blood clean fes from all finf.'^ 
Wherefore, though the union belwixt the Father and 
tlie Son be an inexplicable myHery, a matter too higb 
for human conception; yet it being exprelly faid# 
that there is falvation in none other, it ihould have fu^ 
ficlent weight with all men to determine them in fa- 
vour of it, and reconcile them to a dependence od 
liim for falvation. But a dependence on Christ^ 

fuppofes a finfiil, guilty, helplcfa ftateofmind; for 
to depend on him without knowing- the \vant of hitti' 
as a Saviour, is not a fcriptural dependence^^oes riot 
imply a believing untorighteoiifneft or falvation, 

10. Tistrue, ^e gives the form of knowledge irt 
his word, and fo objedively faves from ignorance and 
error as a prophet by his precepts and praflice ; but 
being a prieft who oifercd himfclf a facrifice for fin, 
and lives to intercede in virtue of that facrifice, he 
mull be believed on in that refpedl, that pardon may . 
"be obtained through his name, and grace to help m 
tim^ of needX. Now whoever believes the fcriptiires, 
which the Socinians and Arians profefs to do, and yet 
refufe their, affent to, and ' dependence on him for 

K 2 thefe. 
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thefc t!hfaigt» are jpcFvedly blind, and moft defperately 
czpofe their fouk to the danger of hell-fire. For, 
fuppofing (not granting) that the Son is inferior to 
Ae Father' in every refped ; yet as it pUafed tht 
FatJur to rtconciU all things to himfelf by Jesus 
Christ*, and has ordained that all fpiritual bleif* 
lings ihould be in him, and has made a reliance on his 
Herit and fpirit nec<ifrary -to falvation ; (which who- 
ever believe the fcriptures muft allow, or they have 
no meaning which' can be depended On) then thofe 
who refufe to depend on him, renounce their allegi- 
ance to God, and muft expedt to be dealt with as 
defjperate rebels againft the method prefcribed for 
faying immortal fouls, 

II. Neither does it become wife men to treat thoft 
fcriptures lightly which lay fo great ftrefs on a recep- 
tion of the Holy Spirit as neccffary to conftituie tbf 
chriftian, to qualify him to ferveGoD, and forma ' 
nneetnefs for his everlafting kingdom. And if a re- 
ception of the Holy Ghost, or a new nature be ab- 
folutely neccffary for a due difcharge of thofe duties, 
which a Being of infinite, wifdom, juftice, and good- 
ntfs re^'.ires; l?^ it wifdoni to be lOnhdcnt thatman, 
cvv.M\ ii.an, ii born uiih primitive puiiry ? Kalher, 
€uO'j\\ r.ui ihc Ari:m teuou.xc his belief of the purity 
ot mc.n's Hrft birth, that he may have part in the fc- 
. condor i\ew biith from ^bove? i^^or, whoever fub- 
»i;s lis judgment to the word of God, muft difcera 
and T-c^ve, that the doanwe of the new birth pro- 
ceeds ui OB tbe degeneracy of the firft birth, or fintul 
ftaie of a ai'in's mind, which cannot otherwife be re- 
lieved ; becaufe human efforts, wiiiiout divine con- 

currcncC| 
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currence, canHot change the quality of fpirit from evil 
to goocL Let it be remembered then, tfi:it there is 
falvation in none btliet* ; that there is no merit but in 
'CHRist, and that' from him aloi^e we can receive: 
the forgivenefs of fins, the holy fpirit, and be made- 
partakers of evcrlafting life. And that,.' in confer 
qaenc^ of his being the Saviour, he will judge the hu- 
man race, and determine every man's condition ac-* 
cordf/ig to the ufe of abufcwhichii made of the ben.e.-' 
■fits of his paflion. 

12. Again; if Jesus Christ be the one Saviour^ 
ihould nof the Pap0 likewife underftand and believe,^ 
that all merit is iil Ch r i sT, and that bis blood alone,. 
deanfa from all Jin? And feebig there neither is^ . 
nor ne^ ' be falvatiori in'Sny other, it is derogatory 
to Ch K I s T ' to afcribe falvation fn part' or whole lo> 
the merits of any other perfon 6t performiuice of" 
'whatsoever kind it be; and that, adding the mer,it of 
other things to the merits of Chr i.sT, in order to pro- 
vide more fufficiently againft the demerit of fin, is .a 
method much better calculated to deftroy or render in- 
^fFedual the merits of Chr ist, than to aid or afTift 

tfiem in die bufinefs of falvation. For M'hy fhbuld any 
«•• • •■ . • • ' . - 

thing be added to that wHjch js already perfe(5l and 

fufficient for the purpofe for which it was defigneci ^ 
Such is the merit of Christ. And as the Romans, 
feave not receded from the do(flrine of the divinity of 
Christ, fuch itfhould be eftetmed of them. As. 
■ fuch, 'beii^g.GoD and man, the facrifice he once of-. 
fcrcd was equivalent to the juftice of God,.* and co.m-- 
menfurate to the fins of the whole world ; and fo rea- 
ders all addition not' only fu*perfiuous but dangerous :: 
B^caufe if nny thing be adi^d-which isnot rtciuiv^^ 



( 106 ) . 

as it becomes a partner urtththew merit otCntiti, 
it will not only be rejected as not required, but may 
alfo render the merit of Cuvli st, fo far as it Is ufed 
sneffedval, for want of repoiing entire confidence in 
It, as it is unreafonable to fuppofe, that God will ac- 
cept a part for the whole. In point of merit then, of 
procuring falvation^ nothing is to be iniifted and de- 
pended oa but the death of Christ; which was fa- 
tisfa^ory to GoJ> as an atonement for fin, iand for 
prccuring every temporal^ fpiritual, and eternal good 
thing, 

13* A^ as touching the dodrrae of InUrceJ^on, 
It is fo. clearly revealed, that it is wonderful how 1( 
ever was m-iflaken, by any who prttend.to make the 
feriptures their rule in judging of matters religious.* 
•' For there is (faith the Apoltle) one God. and one 
** mediator between God and meni tfie man Christ 
** jKSUsf." As to the, mediation of faints and an- 
gels, it is certaLily as well an uAreafon^bJe as hXiAXOr 
fcriptural thing. For how can Beings circumfcribcd 
within certain bounds (for fo we mufl Conceive of c- 
▼ery creature) be the mediators of manyi Can the 
Virgin. Mary, who is not omni-prefent,. hear the pe- 
titions of rpillions fci^ltered ovei the face .of the earth? , 
Whoever belreyes this- is a volunteer in faith! But.if 
ihe cannot receive petitions, how can fhe prefent thenj? 
Is it not (Grange then,, that fhe fhould be preffed intotbt 
fervice of interceffion, who is not proportioned to it. 
And this is as true of all other general intercelTors, 
whether faints or angels of the Romifh Church. As / 
they are not, cannot be prefent with all who petition 
4^em, there iis ao poifibility of having dieir' caqfe 

pleadel 
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pleaded by then. It is evident then, that as Ch & i s t'd 

death on earth alone procured falvation for men, ia 
. heaven he is there one only interceder : And iiis 
interceflion is fuch as renders all others unneceffary ; 
for being God and man, he is every where and hears 
and prefents the petitions of all who pray to him* 

14. And, toaflift in the ufe of his medi >tion, bt 

fends his fpirit to help the infirmities of bis followers, 

and to plead with himfclf, and in his name with the 

Fathejf for them; which fpirit, proceeding from tne 

Father and the Son, acknowledgeth no other objcd of 

prayer ; and God " who fearcheth the heart, know- 

•* eth the mind of the fpirit, becaufe he maketh fnter- 

'* ceflion for the fain^ according to the will of God J." 

Christ then interceding in heaven for them, and 

in their hearts by his fpirit, other interceifors the 

fcripture knowedi not ; and whoever, afcih another, 

either prayeth not by the fpirit,. or derogates from 

CMRI.ST, whofe office it is tp intercede for the fouls. 

for whom he died, being the one great high pricft 

^ho is entered into heaven^, to appear in the prefen^e. 

of God for them* 

I 

1.5.. So Ch 8. 1ST ha^fring atoned and Tntcrcedes for 
mankind, h€ faves. unto the uttcrmoft all 'them who. 
come unto God by him. Hii merit faves as an a- 
tonemcnt, and his fpirit as an internal. cle.anfer ; for 
•' he loved the church and gave himfelf for it: That 
** hfc might fandify and clcanfe it with the- waHiJn^ , 
" of water, by the word, that he xt\'igh\ prcfent it to 
*' himfelf a glorious church, not hav^ing fpot or wrin • 
. • kle^ or any fuch thing ; but that it ftiould be holy,, 

*' and 
I Rom. riii. 27^ 
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" and without blemilh J." How needlefsa thing then is 
Purgatory ? For if in this life there is a ivajhing of 
regeneration, and renewing of the Ho lY Ghost*; 
and if faints may be prefented perfeSi in ChrJ ST 

' Jesus^, what need is there of any purgation in the 
life to come ? And, if the thief upon the crofs, had, 
on his believing, a promife of being that day with 
Christ in paradife, if he paffed through purgatory, 
his ftay was very fhort; but it feems he went hnme- 

' diately from earth to heaven. Now, if ^ny believer 
^ and what have others to do with heaven?) needed pur- 
gatory he did, as he had but little time foi* i^iritual 
improvement ; but ChR I st's merit and fpirit fuffici- 
endy faved him from fin, and prepared him for glory. 

1 6. And as purgatory is needfcfs^ fo the belief of 
it is dangerous ; For while they think of 'expiating 
their fin by' fuffering its pains, it may tempt them to 
' live in, and negleft falvation- from fin in this life; 
which how detrimental to, and dangerous it may be 
to do, may^be inferred from the ApoM'e's interroga- 
tory, " How fliall ^ve efcape if we riegledl fo great 
^* falvatioii ?*' Befides, whoever will examine fcrfp- 
ture, and thofe plaices in particular- oh. which purga- 
tory is founded, will find that there is no fuch things 
that the vords have not thaf meaning.. How poor a 
refuge then will purgatory be to thofe who die in 
their fins ! Alas, - if without holinefs no man (hall fee 
the Lord, what miftaken fouls are they who dream. 
of the virtue of a place which is not, 'which only ex- 
Jfts in the minds of deluded mortals.. 

\ 17. But if die belief and neceflity of purgatory 

. principally 
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principally proceeds upon the doflrineof dying in fm 
un repented of, or un forgiven*, for which the foul is 
to fuffer for a feafon ; and if that be the only reafon 
why ft is denied an Immediate admittance iptoheavep, 

^ it infers that the foul is holy in the quality of it : 
But, how can a fpirit freed from original fin, be- 
doomed to, and dwell in a place, the punifhment of 

^ which differs little from hell, except in the duration 
of it } Surely the light and love and other heavenly 

I powers which are the confiitutional and infeparablc 
properties of holy fouls, cannot defcend to darkncff 
and damnation, though it be but temporary or for a 
time. As fuch, let the Papiftsrepofe entire confidence 
in Christ; for in him alone is falvation. Let 
them depend en his merit only for acceptance, and 
on his fpirit foi* internal purity and perfection, 
Thefe are fufficient, and fuperccde the neceflity and 
ufe of all other meriting and efficient caufe of falva* 
tion. They reconcile and conform the foul to God ; 
which is the ground and root of all pcrfeCl and ac-r 
ccptalle obedience, and expe<flation of eternal life. 

iS. Farther; If there be falvation in none other, 
Aen let the Jntinomian Lbcund in tht belief of 
Christ's meritorious death; for ether foundation 
' fan noman lay than Jesus Christ*, on whom was 
laid the iniquities <f us all; and who once appeared 
^0 put away fin by the fdcrifice of him f elf ^, This \% 
the ranfom which was given for tuany. And as the 
-Am inomian con fiders Christ's paffion as the pro- 
curing caufe of all benefits,' fo to.prcferve a confiften- 
cy, and nic^ke full proof of the efficacy of his merit, 
f4ithf\4nefs tahis fpirit as the efficient cauib of falva- 
tion, 
^ J. Cot, iii. 1 1. } Heb« i«. 8^« 
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iion, is equally neceflary. By this only can the good 
effeds of his death in pardon, hclinefs, and heaven 
be obtained. But the ** Antinomian imputation of 
'* Christ's holinefs, the being holy in him, and 

' ** unholy in themfelves," is fo contrary to the way 
and work of Christ's fpirit in applying the bene- 
fits of his death, as too plainly indicates a great 
cftrangednefs from, and infenfibility of his operation 
on the heart , in what the fcripture afcribes to him. 
And, is fo far irom being fufficient, that it rentiers 
Christ as a Saviour, in that refpcdl, wholly ineffec- 
tual ; . For if the merit, of his deadi be not applied In 
the benefits of it, it can be of no fervice. If Christ 
be not in the heart in holinefs by the renewing of the 
hply fpirit, man is rtprohGieX, is as filver which will 

' not endure the trial. , All the holinefs in heaven im- 
puted cannot make a foul holy; nothing but real 
perfonal internal holinefs wrought into the conftitu- 
tion of the foul, will anfwcr that purpofe. Indeed to 
impute holinefs to another is an impoffible thing, bc- 
caufe holinefs is a perfonal quality inhering in ilic 
fubilance of die foul. Hence Chri«st, by reafon of 
his native perfonal holinefs was properly ftiled /*fl* 

■]holy things But how can the holinefs which dwelt ia 
him he imputed to another? In no wife^ bccaufe im- 
putation has nothing to do. where a real change is to 
be made. Man's want of holinefs confifts in the finfid 
difpofition of his mind. Can that want be fuppKcd 
by accounting or imputing any thing that, does not 

.take it away and iform a contrary quality? No., Ail 
imputation which does not make a real change froip 
evil to good, leaves the foul in the fame condition 
wherein it found it. . On the ^contrary, the foul being 

: Jll.Coi.xiii. 5» 
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fl fpirilual perfonal fubftance, is the natural image of 
God; and as by the renewing of the Holy Ghost, 
holinefs inheres in it, fo it is a pcrfonal quality, and 
the moral image of Gorn And thus only can a fpirir 
be holy, which evidently ftiews the abfurdity and im- 
poffibility of being holy in Christ and unholy in 
ourfelves. Whoever they are then, who do not ob- 
tain trtu holinef jf of heart here, miift be content to 
dwell with devils hereafter; for " without holinefs. 
*' Ihall no man fee the Lord J." 

19. A fecond ' arlicle. of the AntinOmkn creed is, 
"The imputed righteoufnefs of Christ's life and 
" converfation." This is warmly contended for by 
thofe who hold the imputation of his holinefs; for 
as that is to fupply the place of inward perfonal pu- 
rity, this is to be inftead of perfonal praftical obe- 
dience. And this is not only held by thofe who deny 
internal holinefs, but by fome who allow the neceflfity 
of it. But as imputed holinefs is an impoffible thing, 
and the belief of it dangerous in the higheft degree^ 
and imputed rightebufnefs being an arlicle of the. 
fame creed, it may contain as litde. fenle^and truth as ■ 
the other, though Icfs detrimental to the believers of ' 
it; As fuchi we >v ill enquire what. Ft is, and how if 
minifters to man's falvatidn. Now the Antinomian fenfe 
of it is, " That Chr isrs perfonal praflical righte- 
" oufnefs of life and converfation ; his honefl and 
" upright dealing amongft men, his piety and devo- 
" tion towards God; or his full difcharge of duty 
** in refpedl of both, is fct to cur account, and by im- 
*• putation is aa realJv ours, as by pra^^ice * it was 
y his/* And in the perfeAiori 6f this- unfpotted obtf •* 

. ^ • (Jiencc* 
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dicnce they profcfs to ftand unblameabic, notwith- 
itanding the uickednefs of their own prefent life and 
cbnverfation. . Hence they deny perfonal fubjeclion 
to the law, becaufe, (fay they) Christ has obeyed 
it for iheni, and thereby freed theni from all obliga- 
tion to obey for themfelves. So, though the law may 
cenfare their condudl and bring them^ in guilty of 
many things, they refer it to the righteoufnefs of 
Ch&ist for fatisfadion, telling it that they pretend 
to nothing perfonal, that dieir own righteoufnefs is 
as filthy rags and they will not be accountable for it, 
and deiire it .to give them no more upeafmefs on that 
account, Ch r i st*s pradical imputed obedience being 
fuflicient both for It and them. But, 

20. How does this imputation minlfter to man's 
fcilvation^ I anfwer, it is not the meritorious caufe 
of it, Christ's death alone being fufficient for that. 
Nor is it the efficient caufe, that by.which Hn is taken 
away, for that is cffcded by the Holy Ghost. 
Nor does it anfwer the bufinefs of a fubftitute, in rcf- 
pe6l of man's pradice in fupplying his lack of fcr- 
vicc, either before or after falvation. For, forgive- 
nefs of fin fupplying the place of obedience before 
juftification, by' placing theTubjetls of it in the fame 
circumftances which obedience would have done, (for 
obedience and forgivenefs have the fame efFeds) ren- 
ders the righteoufnefs of Christ's life in that cafe 
unneceffary; and all who are faved from fin being 
qualified to obey in their own perfons, to -walk at 
Christ alfo walked*, his obedience. is not then ne- 
cefl['ary. And as the righteoufnefs of Christ's life 
19 not aeceffary as a fubftitute, nciihcr is it pro- 
portionable 
^ I. John, ii, 6» , 
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ponionable' to the lives of many others> there being 
many things in which Christ did nothing, feveral 
relations in which he never flood, and fo could not 
faiisfy them either for himfelf or others. Having 
Hcver adcd in the capacity of a father, mother, huf- 
band, wife, &c. his' obedience can do nothing in thofe 
cafes. Nor can any good reafon be affigned why it 
Ihould be prcffcd into the fervice of man's falvation at 
all, feeing there is no need of it. For, falvation from 
fin capacitating meivto ferve God; and, holinefs of 
heart and life being a fufficient qualification for hea- 
ven, there is.no. place for thfe imputed righteoufnefs of 
Christ's life either here or hereafter, 

21. Indeed the end intended to be anfwered by it, 
is an argument againft the ufe of it. The defign of it 
is to provide bc^cvers with afcOmplete life of obedi- 
ence in Chr I ST, and thereby in Qfft€i, i£ not form- 
ally, to free them from all obligations To obey for . 
thenjfelves : For, if Ch r I st's obedience be fct to our • 
accounr, it is to fupply the place of our own.obedience, 
inthcf^me fenfc that his merit fupplies the wantofi- 
merit in us. Now if we could merit for ourfelves, • 
we fhouldnot want the merit of Christ. And as ' 
we need not merit for ourfclves when Chr i'st's me- 
rit becomes, ours, aive need not obey for ourfclves when 
his obedience, becomes ours : All obligation to both is 
taken off by imputation. But though this is the mean- 
ing of Anlinomianifm, yet it is not true in both cafes; 
for feeing that w6 cannot merit for ourfclves, there is 
no command for it ; but as believ.ers can obey for 
themfclves, being able to "do all thiiigs through • 
"Christ Itrengihcning them*," ihey are com- 
,, . L maaded 

* Phil. is\ 13. 
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manded to do it, and threatened with death in cafe of 
difobedience : " For if ye live after theflcih ye (hall 
" diet." So, it being their duty to abound in every 
good word and work, and are promifed a reward for 
and according to what they do; if the}tbbey, what 
place is'there for imputed obedience? Oi^. if they dif- 
4')bey, will imputed obedience fcreen thtm from de- 
lirudlion? Not if God will judge his peopUX', and 
.-fender to every one according to his roorks^: For the 
foul that ^sjhall die, and the wages of fin is death*, 

22. Hence it may be inferred^ that Antinomianifm 
is a compound of right and wrong, of good and bad 

^jioftrine. The girofs among them profefs Ch r ist as 
ts^ merit, but remain (if one may believe their own 
tvords), ftra^gcrS to the inward and outward holinefs 
which is wrought by his I^irit. Othejs, more refined 
and nearer Ae truth, admit of the fpirit's efficiency 
alfo, but being entangled with the conceit of bping 
complete in Christ's righteoufnefs, they want am 
Obligatory motive to induce them to walk aj;reeable to 
Ibegofpel. And, this dodrine cbnfifting with a K- 
centious life, (for if a formal imputation of Chr isr'fi 
life be man's obedience, he heeds no other, and the 
want of another^ if this doclrine be true, will not dc' 
Ibroy him) if the maintainers of it takethe liberty their 
principles allow them, they only ad a confiftent part. 
But let Antinomians believe, that ss Christ died 
for mankind, '* fo he purifies and makes them zealom 
** of good works^y ; he gives a new heart and renews 
a- right fpirit within them, that they may abound ** in 

' '* thp fruits of righteoufnefs, which are hy Christ 
\ " JesVS 

f Rom« viii. 13* % Heb x. 30. } Rom, U« <» 
^Rem.ti«23. f Tit. ii. 14, 
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*' Jesus to thepraife and glory of GoDf." And 
that notwlthi^anding what Christ has done to atone 
for fin, if falvation from fin b^ not wrought in ll^ 
heart, Christ profiieth nothing ; for *' if any man 
" have not the fpiril of Ch R i sT, he is none of his^." 
And if the heart be cleanfcd frohi fin, tlien there is no 
need of any obedience but that which is the immediate 
and proper ffuit of it; " for the fruit of the fpirit is 
" in all goodnefs, rlghreoufnefs, and truth]!, and that 
is equivalent to all that God requires. And where 
thefe, the fpirit rmd its fruits, are not, there is no re- 
ligion ; and confequtntly whoever trufts to or refis in 
any thing fhqrt of thefe, deceive dieir own fouls, 
though they pretend to lean upon the Lord ; " for m 
" t&e body without the fpirit is dead, fo faith without 
*' Works is dead alfpfl." • ' 

23.^ut if there be falvation in Christ^ and If 
he tafted death for every man^, Und pri^t that tha 
V}orld may believiX, why docs the Pred^iuarian ocmr 
tra^ and linut the precious merit and fpirit of Cm r i s^ 
to a imall number ? If Ch& I st be a fropkuai&n, fir 
thi Jim of the '^hoh wprU\\Xr and the Saviour (f all^ 
butcfpeciaUy cf them that Mieve*^i how can it be 
faid tliat be died but for a £cwl And if his grace 
ivhich brings falvation apfttaisto all men, and he 
enlightens every tna» that cometh into the world, then it 
mjijit be his will that all ihould be faved* Yea, if 
God fo lorved tlie vjorldX^ as to give liis Son to die 
for it, and if the fame gift would have fu/Bced for all 
men as well as for a few, then if he did not give him 
L 2 for 

tFhil.i. II. JRom.Tjii. 9. flEph.v.g. ^Jam.ii. 2^. 

* Hcb. ii, 9. X Jol^n^ x^"» *»• l!+ !• Jo^»^ "• *• 

♦^ I. Tim. iv. 10. 5f Joh» iU. 16* 
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for all, it argues fuch partiality in favour of feme, 
and fa great want of regard to all the reft, (ihough 
equally fallen) as cannot confift with the char^dler of 
goodnefs when applied to mankind^ how much lefs 
when predicated of him who is goodnefs itfelf ! For 
how can that be called goodnefs which will not do 
good whei) it may, and when the falvatioa of men de- 
pend on it ; and efpecially whea it may t>e done with- 
out any lab>&ur, or expence, or f uftering of its own ; 
which certainly was the cafe here, becaufe it required 
no more to give Christ for all, than to give him 
for a few ? And if Chr IST fo loved mankind as to 
give kis life a ranfom for fome, and if the fame fa- 
crilice W;Ould haVe fufficed for all, what fort of love 
was it vyhich made him overlook the majority of men, 
and afforded tliem no part in his pafliOn 1 Hiow parti^ 
and confined ! How contrary to liis who wept when 
'Jerufalem had withftqod the; laft effort of his grace; 
tand who, not with flanding their cafe was defperate, 
and their ruin irretrievable, faid, '^ If thou hadft 
•' knowji, even thou, at leaA in this thy day, the 
*' things which belong to thy peace ! But now they arc 
" hid from thine eyes*." But ii the dodrine of prc- 
deflination be true, the falvation of men, of mofl men, 
is a 'matter of great indiflferency, yea, of abhorrence, 
to God and Christ, and their damnation a deed of 
great delight. Contrary to which, it is written, God 
lath no pleafure in the dtaih'of a finuer\, and would 
have all men io be>favedX. Forafmuch then as Pre- 
dcfiination bears hardbpon uhe moral character of GbP 
andCHRJST, in making them withhold good M'hcn 
ix might be given, and for nO other reafon but want of 
will foto.do, it is. unreafonalle, and well defervcs 

the 
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dark appellation of a Horrible Decree; and confe- 
quently is a mafter- piece of ignorance in thofe who 
hold it, and a ftrange imputation of barbarity to the 
Mpft High. 

24. But thcJugh Predcftmarians honour ChrisV 
with the appellation of a meriting Saviour to fome, 
yet they are not fo faithful to his fpirit touching the 
falvation of that fmall number. The fpirit of Ch R I sx 
is indeed confidered as the Alpha, the firft> the begin- 
ner of that bleffed work, that change from evil to 
good, but how is he ftraitened till it be accomplifbed ! 
How long muft he be detained with difagrecable com- 
pany, with fin in the foul f Why till death deftroys 
fin, it being affirmed- by moil Predeftin ^rians, that 
there cannot be a complete change in the foul, till the 
union Letwixt body and foul be diflblved : And even 
then, it is more afcribed to that diffolution, than to 
the Holy Spirit eifedling an entire change. So do the 
defenders of that do6lrine deny to the Lord Jesus 
Christ, either will, or power, or both, to fave from 
all fm in this life ; though he ** gave himfclf for us, 
" that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and pu- 
*' rify unto himfelf a peculiar people, zealous of gogi 
"worksV 

2f. And thus by the doctrine of Predeftinaiion, the 
love of GoD> the death of Ch r i st, and the help of 
the Holy Ghost are determined to a few obje(fls a* 
mongft mankind ; end ^11 the reft, through the derc- 
li^ion of the Deity, are dcpriv<;d of all help, hope, 
and hi'^j pincfs. Now the affertcrs of this proccdurej^ 
Urge ill defence of it, " That Gor may do what he 
. L 3 • . « wiH 
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" will with his own ; and that in reprobating moft 
*' men to eternal sjiifery, he does them no wrong; 
/' beycaufe for original fin they defe^vecverlaftingdam- 
*' nation." I anfwer, as original fin, J mean, an evil 
heart, (which was the confequence of the firft offence) 
IS a contrariety to God's holy nature, it may, as an 
evil nature, (which, as it is contrary to God, mull 
be hateful to him) deferve God's wrath and damna- 
tion ; but not as a perfonal pradical fault. For ori- 
ginal fin, as an aft, was the perfonal offence of none 
but Adam and Eve, and of others only as they c^ifted 
in them ; and thercfore'tiiough .the unholy nature which 
.Wa^/^j^eriyed fmm Adam to his offipiing, togcdier 
with the degree of guilt which^ came upon them as a 
confequence of exifting in him, may deferve ddmnn- 
tion ; yet, 1 believe it will ^cver be proved diat any 
man goes to hell on ihat account. And indeed it would 
be itrange if a good God fhould damn men for what 
they nev^r could avoid. And 

26. That which fome fuppofe a parallel cafe, and 
a fi'.ffic! nt proof of the juftice of God in paifing by 
or rcpiobaiirg the majority of men, will, on a fupcr- 
fki^l fuivey, I e found nothing to the purpofe, viz. 
*' Thcit as God juflly left angels toperiih in their ini- 
*'* quity, he might have done the fame to all men, and 
•'•with equal juftice docs it to many.^' In anfwer to 
this, 1 obfcrve, there was not fimilarlly enough in their 
ciicun\ftances to julUfy an equnl procedure. AsGoD 
chofe to prociucc the nouliitudes of men by natu'-alge- 
^craticn,^(o their fin was only the effeft of a B?.tural 
caufc, -which differs from fin in every- other refpt^/ 
-as will appear by .comparing angcI,-. uith men. ^^' 
jeL had a "perfonal, aad in refpeft of each other, an 

independent 
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indcpeudcnt being; and a£lcd, every individual of 
them, only for themfelves. On the contrary, Adam's 
offspring had no pcrfonal independent being, and 
atled no perfonal part in that for which, according 
to this opinion, tHey might have fuffered hell-fire for 
ever. They only had Si feminal dependent exiftence 
in Adam, and were wholly unconcerned, as to per- 
fonal performance, in what was done in paradife. 
Hence then as the fin of angels was perfgnal and free, 
and the fin of Adam's offspring was neither perfonal 
nor free, where would be the juftice of treating them 
both alike ? And neither were angels and Adam him- 
felf equally circumftanccd in rcfped of finning. They 
were both formed upright, and had an equal and fuffi- 
cient power to ftand ; but no temptation to fin, from 
another, being in the cafe of angels, they fell felf- 
tcmpted, they "kept not their tirft eftate, but left 
*' their own habitationf,*' and freely renounced their 
allegiance to God, by chufing what he had not chofen 
for them. But with Adam it was not fo, for he was 
drawn into the ffiare by the lure of Satan ; which. cir- 
cumftance, though far from excqfing him, yet with a 
juft Gt^D weighed fomething in his favour: Which 
juitiHeb the Almighty in providing a Saviour for him, 
and efpecially lor his offspring, when he left angels 
in their felf-chofen ftate. 

27. And how fir would it confiit with juflice more - 
than goodnefs, to leave the greateft part of mankind 
(to fay nothing to that opinion which makes God the 
author of tlie fall) in a condition into which they hid 
not brought themfelves by perfon^ fin without help, 
may be known by what was done^or ihc recovery of 

f Tudc 6. 
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all meii. And, " as by the offence of one, (faith the 
Apoftle) judgment came upon all men to condemoa- 
•* tion ; fo by the righteoufnefs of one, the free gift 
*' came upon all men to juftification of life*.** Hence 
it is plain, that as all men became iinners by Adam, 
fo Christ, the fecond Adam, came to redeem all 
men from that fin ; and not from that fin only, but 
from their own perfoual (ins alfo: For •* ihough 
'* judgment was by one to condemnation, the free gift 
" is of many offences to juflificaiion J." How unrea- 
fdnable is it then to fay,, that there is no falvation for 
the greateil part of mankind ! Indeed it cannot confifk 
with iufllce, to fuffer all men to be loft by one, and 
not give them an opportunity of being faved by ano- 
ther. But he came, tofeek andfavt that which was loft; 
and that was every man. 

28. What then have thofe men to anfwer for, who 

by their preaching and writing, have cait the i^um- 

bling-blocks of a reprobating God, a partial Saviour, 

and a Spirit which helps the infirmities of but few, in 

tlie way of mankind ? if this is not to caufe horribilit 

<ogitatignis Dei, horrible thoughts of God, 1 know 

Jiot what IS. And hence like the heathens who made 

themfelves gods, «nd imitated the properties and paf- 

ijons which they afcribed to, orfuppofed to be in them ; 

and thedeflrudivc tenet of the Romifh religion, which 

makes the death of fuch as differ from them mcritori- 

» 

ous and delightful to the deftroyer ; many Pledeftina- 
rians feem to have as much plcafure in the belief of a 
reprobation of the majority of men to eternal damna* 
tion, (for a caufe j/t'hich they could not avoid, it be- 
ing decreed that they fhould fin as* well as fuifer) as 

thc^ 
^ Rom. ▼. iS. } Roin. v. 16. 
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tJiey have in the pei:fuaflon of a TmHll number being 
defted to eternal life. Nq>v this delight in the dam- 
nation of men, doubtlefs arifcth from a confideration 
of its being the good pleafure of God that it fhould be 
fo. And indeed it would be ftrange if they were bet- 
ter difpofed, than the god they profefs to believe in, 

29. And as this dodrine is unfcriptural and unrea- 
fon^ble, fo it is pernicious in its confequences; it be- 
ing impofTible for thofc who believe it, not to reafon 
to this efFecl (whether tlwy pra^iee fo or not) : " If 
** 1 be ele(5led, I (hall be (aved do what 1 will ; and 
" if be reprobated, I fhall be damned do what I can.*' 
And this reafon ing is right, is agreeable to the nature 
^f the doctrine; for if God decreed to fave a certain 
number, without any refpecl to their unneceffitatfd 
faith and obedience, and- to damn all the reft, not for 
the fin which they need not have committed, but- with- 
out any regard to that, then it is certain, if tliere be no 
condition, (and there is none in an abfohite decree) 
nothing depends on performance or non-performance ; 
the decree cannot be altered by obedience nor difobe^ 
dience: As fuch, all eommands to ohediencs, to work 
eut falvatiott, to give all diligence, ^c^ in rcfpedl of 
final falvation, arc mere gratis diSium, words for nb- 
^hing, becaufe nothing depends on them in that re- 
^litti, heaven being fure to all that are included in 
Ae decree, whether they do thofe things or not. So 
they may aft at large, all reftraint is taken off, hea- 
ven cannot be loft. Thus a door is opened for difobe- 
<Jience, in which tliey may live and die, and, accord- 
ing to this doftrine, not be damned, though God 
ieftifies-that the -wicked Jhall be turned into helL And 
ieeiDg in this cafe^ there is no meaning in commands 

touching 
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touching eternal life, it infers that all threatcnings 
refpedling everlafting death, are mere Julminum bru- 
urn, fenflefs terrors, it bting impolJible (if Predefti- 
nation is true) for any of the elcdl to periih. And 
why Ihould others be tormented before tlieir time ! 

30. This doclrine alfo militates againft a future 
judgment. For, if grace be not given to man]^ where- 
with to ferve God, how can they be blamed for not 
ferving him,, when it was never in their powi^r fo to 
do ? And how cair they be condemned for doing what 
they could not avoid ? Or if grace he given to a!?, 
but not to fave all ; then if any of the reprobate, fo 
called, negkel it, and diereby increafc their condem- 
nation, 'tis like putting a fword in their hand, where- 
by they may hurt but not help themfelvcs. Or if they 
improve it to the beft purpofe, yet if it docs not favc 
Ifccm, what does their improvement profit ? Or if (as 
fume f^y) <to d h^ decreed all men to do as they do ; 
or (as others) that man afts under a caqfe which de- 
termines all he does, then he is but a machine, a being 
wholly moved at the pleafure of another; and if the 
mover be God, it refolves all hfs works into him, and 
deprives man of the liberty of volition, of chufing and 
refufing, and deftroys all diftindlion betwixt moral 
•nd immoral, inafmuch as whatever God wills is 
right; or, if that diftindion be maintained, God is 
chargeable with whntfoever is, in confequence of fo 
determining or neceflTitating his creatures : As fuch, 
men are but inftruments in his hand, and unaccounta- 
bJe for their condu<fl : For whether they do well or 
ill, 'tis not they whodo it, but God who determines or 
neceflitetes them fo to do. And who woidd reward an 
engine for working well, or Uamc it for afting HU 
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when It only does what its author compels k to do? 
Seeing then that Predeilinatlon necelTitates the falva- 
tion and glorification of fome^ and the fin and damna- 
tion of others, how can they be judged ? Not as free 
agents, who might have done better or worfe than 
they did. No, Aqd if not as free agents, then not 
at all. 

31. It likewife infers partiality in God touching 
man s final condition, in preferring fopie to the privi- 
lege of eternal life, and reprobating olhers to the hard 
&te of everlafting death, without any refped to their 
perfonal performances. And which, as all men were 
in the fame condition, (whether before or after the 
fall) it reprefents the Almighty as loving and hating 
the fame fort of creatures, placing his affedlions on 
fome to fav e them, and his frown on others to deftroy 
them, though fimilarly circumltanced ; than which no- 
thing can be more contrary to, and incompatible with, 
his one fimple unchangeable nature. This procedure, 
tf admitted, would argue the Lord not to adl accord* 
^ng to the di^^ates of his nature, becaufe love and ha-, 
frcd being contrary things, cannot be in God, if his 
nature be one only, at the fame rime, refpeding the 
fame things, and in the fame cafe. Andy as that 
cannot be, it would fuppofe his nature to be complex, 
^ be principled with good and evil ; which is hea-. 
thenifh and highly abfurd, and a dired deviation from 
the accounts he has ever given of himfelf in his words 
and works. Op if neither of thefe be true, then to 
juflify that opinion, it muft be prefumed that he had 
no regard to juftice in determining the condition of 
W» creatures; but that is an impious notion, and 
greatly derogatory Xo God, and fubverfive of the 

foundatioa. 



( 124 ) 

fouttd^tion' of faith* : Foi* if God ever did wrong, he 
Biay do fo again, and then with what confidence can 
he be credited ? But, acling from and according to his 
mature, which is one, and agreeable to the rule of juft- 
ke, he loved and bated according to the nature and 
condition of his creatures. And all men being then m 
the fame ftate, fo he either loved all, or hated all: 
Confequently he could not deftine fome to life, and 
others to death, in that condition. Befidcs, it is ex- 
prefly faid, that ht is no refpe£fer efperfons, which is 
true only irt refpedl to grace and eternity, becaufe in- 
other cafes he does make a diiFerence, giving to fome 
greater, and to others lefs portions of earthly things, 
5?c. Neither can reprobation for original fin, or any 
other thing but perfonal wilful difobedience to grace 
and God's laws, be reconciled with the fcriptures, 
forafmuch as they declare that Chr IST died for, gives 
grace to*, and commands all me»to repent, and will- 
eth not the deiVrutlion oi any, andpromifes rewaixls 
to the obedient for their encouragement, and threatens 
the difobedient with danination to deter them from 
evil, 

32. It has alfo deftruftive effe^ls, as it 'tends to 
make ks votaries reft in tjie fuppofed Decree, without 
real religion, an intire change of heart and life by 
the Holy Ghost. For how many believe, that if 
cVcr they were called, whether they obeyed that call 
or not, they fliall be faved ; taking- it for granted, that 
all with whom God ftrives are included m the number 
of the eled ; and, as fuch, cannot be loft, 

33. Moreover, the friends of this opinion, to fave 
appearanpes, and fix tlw charge of "fin and damnation, 

on 
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oh men, deal much in contradi£lion ; fometimes re- 
prtfeniing U as poffiblc for all men lo repent ; and in 
cafe of failure, afligning that as tlic reafon why they 
muft ftifFer for ever. At other times, they give a 
very different account, declaring that as Christ 
died not for all, all men cannot repent. And indeed 
if grace be not given to all for the bufinefs of repent- 
ance, it is impoflible to be done. And tlien with ' 
what propriety can it be required of them, and with 
what juftice cm they be condemned for not doing it ? 
Another inftance of tlie fame kind, is cautioning be- 
lievers againft departing from the truth ; and repeat- 
edly affuring them, that believers muft perfevere. 
And when faSis evince the poflibility of forfaking 
God, then it is affirmed that it cannot be for ever. 
But if the L©rdfuffcr them to forfake him once, why 
not finally ? Surely there Is as much reafon for the 
one as the other. By fin men forfake God; and 
which, while the confcience retains any fenfe, is fuc- 
ceeded with guilt. But fin perfifted in weakens moral 
fcnfc : So proportionably as fin increafes, confcience 
decreafcs: And when fin is finished, it brings forth 
moral deftth : Which is evllently all th^ is necelTary 
as a qualifiC'«tion for helk And, if appearances af- 
ford any proof, it cannot be denied^ ihat many go 
thus far. But if they cannot go to hell, why is a pre- 
paraiion for it permitted ? Surely it ftands vaoic with 
God's honour to preferve them from fin than hell, 
if they muil be preferved' from either, by an irrefift- 
able power. . But as they are not fo preferved from 
fin; neither will they be /o preferved from hell, if 
t^'icy be prepared for it ;' becaufe the one coiiGfts with, 
and the ether is contrary to his will. Sin is contrary to 
God's w ill, ycihepermits it to be; and what he permits 
M once. 
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<mcc, he diay fuffer for ever. But punifljment for fia 
ci>iMs with his will, inafmuch as it is right to punilh 
. for that which difpleafes him. They then who guard 
believers againft falling, do right j but when they af- 
firm that they cannot fall, contradidl thcmfclvLS : Or 
if they may fall into fin, but not into hell, they op- 
pofe the juftice and threaten ings of God, The truth 
is, if man cannot fall, he need not be guarded againft 
it : But if he can, and yet not fuffer for it, then cau- 
tions and care are not neceiTary, and contradidiouS to 
infallible final perfeverance. 

. 34. The fupporters of tliis opinion afccite to God 
a like double dealing, by makbg his^ fecret and re- 
pealed will, in many cafes, contrary to each other. 
But if his declaration and intention difFer| his word is 
indeterminable and dubious, and gives an uncertain, 
{enilefs, and falfe found. His word is, that he 
**..\vills not the death of a finner, and would have all 
f* men t<^ be faved." Predeftination reportSjj. *' that 
** he decreed before tlie world began, that moft men 
'' ihoiild be damaed," Doubtlefs becaufe he willed .\l 
fo to be. Either then God would hs^ve all men to be 
iaved, or not; if he would npt,4ie contradids his own 
words : ]But he cannot lie : As fuch, they who oppofe 
" bis fecret will to his revealed, give him the lie. Again, 
be fays^ "If ye keep my commandments, ye ihall a- 
*' bide in my love ;" which infers the contrary, viz. 
ihat if not kept, his love wjll not continue. This is 
hip revealed will. But Predeftiiiarians fay, *' Once in 
*' his love, and always in it." This is his fecret will. 
The one oppofes the other ; and both canned be true. 
The firft is a revealed truth ; the other but a falfe con- 
jefture. Thus Predeftination fcts God againft his 

worcT, 
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word, and introduces a fyftcm of the moft irreconcilc^ 
able things, that ever held a place in human headsj 
Moreover, if my own obfervation righdy informs 
me, it is of a warm difpofition, a lover of difpute, 
and ready at all times to propagate itfelf, if it blinds 
the eyes and hardens the hearts of thofe who are be- 
ginning to fee and feel- for themfclves. It has flopped 
many in their chriflian courfe', and turned them to 
vain jangling. . In a word, I have feen fo many of its 
dreadful effeds, that I -could fooner believe the Lord 
to be the author of no religion, than of Hedeflination* 

3 J. I conclude with obferving, that of the thing* 
which have been fpoken, this is the fum ; Adani was 
made upright ; but fallinrg, involved himfelf and all 
his pofterity in fin and mifery. And as Go d required, 
iajEsus Christ undertoolt to give fatisfadtion for 
that and for all other offences ; offering one facrifice 
for all. In cbnfequence of which, he lives to inter- 
cede for, and^ouchfafes to all men, a meafure oT 
grace ; which, if rightly ufed, would iffue in an en- 
tire change of heart and life, and render them inllru- 
ments of their Makers praife, and the good 6T tbeir 
fellow mortals« As fuch, Atheifts, Deifts, Sociilians,. 
Arians, Papifts, Ahtinomians, Predeftinarians, -and 
all others, who in doftrine deviate from Christ,- as 
the one only, perfedl, and in fome fenfe, i^ivcrfal 
Saviour of teen, are enemies to' him, themfelves; and 
others. And all who attain not to holinefs of heart and 
life here, and to, glory everlafting hereafter, either 
negled, or mifufe the falvation purcha&d for thein* 
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Justification by FAITH. 

A 

D I $C O U R S E 

ON 

Romans^ Chajp. v, Ver. i^ a. 

%^heref ore being juftified by^faith^ VMf 
hav^ p^uce with G o j> , ; through our 

[ Lo&» j£svs Chriit^ By whm 
alfo we have accefs thrmigh faith into 
this grace wherein we Jiand^ and re* 
pice in hope of the glory of God • 

39(«.M«i)3(H I S F.piftlebeing addreflfed tothe KomaWi 
j| rp I who, prior to which had received theOcrf- 
J X P^* ^^ contains many things wkh which 

^^'"**'**M ihey were already acquainted, and in which 
its author wifhed them to be eftafflifted. In the for- 
Ymtr part of it, he has fufficiently proved, that though 
a fmner's juilift;atloa cannot fae . by the woriu of the 

law, 
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lav, whether moral or ceremonial, yet it may be by 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. And having 
refuted the one, and eftablifhed th« other do^rind^ he 
briefly recapitulates in the firft part of the test^ tlie 
flibftance of the preceding part of the'epiftle, toucliing 
the nature, caufe, method, and immediate fruit of^ 
juflificatton -; and fubjoins in the fecond part of it, da 
exhibition of the Uefled confequences of that doArinj^ 
in being admitted to a ftate of grace and a title to glo- 
ry : Whkh, as it was a reafon of rejoicing, fo a mo- 
tive to induce them to make fuitaU^e returns for fo 
gre»t benefits ; as alfo, to excite thegi to purfue the 
things abeve, that grace iffuing in glory^ actual pof- 
feffioh might realize, thofe things, which defcriptions 
f9nd hopes of camiot da 

In the text we have the following things :r L Tfe 
being jtiftified. 11. Its effeft, peace wiiili God. UK 
Faith, by which we are juftified. IV, A furtlier coi^- 
fequent of faith;, admittance into, and continuance in 
the grace of God, and rejoicing in hope of his glOry., 
Of thefc in order : And ^ 

I. Firft of Jiiftification. In treating of which, f 
fhall firft offer feme explication of its nature j and fe-" 
condly, point out the ncceflity of it, 

X. Now the word ^matow, to jf^fli/jy^ has an oftive- 
ienfe, and fignifies to acquit; and wiien pronounced Uh 
a judicial way, when a judge juflifics or acquits others 
in judgment,, it denominates them AittaufSi^t;^ yttfi- 
ified ; and poflclTcth them by a legal right of ali the- 
t-Jeifings contained in,. anSfertitles tlicm to erJery jjrit- 
"vikge ^onaefted with a ftate of ^ufiiJicauoA^ 

M. 3. ,- . 
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t . In a law-fenfe, the pcrfons to bp juftUied are il« 
righteous, whether confidered as fuch, or lying under 
falfc accufaiion: In botfi which cafes, the law lying 
not againft, not juAiy charging them with any thing 
contrary to it,' they are juftified4)y it. But in a goffd- 
^ftnfi^ ,^l#h is the feufe of the text, and that we ftali 
sow cotofider it in, it is not to be pronounced righteous 
according to the law ; but to be abfohied and freed frotn 
the guilt and punijhment of fin* Similar to which, the 
Apoftle, after proving (from the tenth to the eigh- 
teenth verfc. of the third diapter) thai all ha^A 
finned^ and ii> canfequence thereof, that every mouth 
i$ flopped, cut off from boafting, and all the 'world U- 
tome guilty before God ; whence inferring dieimpof* 
-Ability of being juftified by the law (vid. ao.) ; he 
adds, " But now the righteoufnefs of God without the 
*' law \% manlfefted, being witneffed by- Ae law and 
*' the prophets ; even the righteoufnefs of Go D, which 
*' Jsbyfaithof jKSUsCHKisT."(vid.22.) "Whom 
«'GoD hath fet forth to be a ^propitiation, Arough 
^' faith in his blood, to declare his righteoufnefs for 
*' die remiflion of fins that are paft : To declare, I 
<* fay, at this time his righteoufnefs, that he might be 
<' juft, andthejuftiiierofhimwhobelievethin Jesus. 
<* Therefore we conclude that a man is juftified by 
<* faiih without the deeds of the law." (vid. zS.) 

3. To render this dodrine obvious to all, and give 
it weight w«th the Jews in particular ; and, not to reft 
it wholly on the Apoftle's reafoning, however fuflici- 
ent to fupport it, but that, if poflible, they might 
have a more convincing proof of its truth and import- 
ance, he produces, in the fourth chapter, two unex- 
ceptiQuabk evidoace? to confirm hisaffertioaj which 
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ie introduces wiih, ** What faith the (cripCureK' Per- 
tinently replying, (vid. 3.) " Abraham believed.Go D, 
^' and it was accounted to him for righteoufnefs*" 
Which righteoufnefs^ received by; believing, he og- 
pofeth to that which is fought by the law ; fiiewiog 
that the one is the eiied of unnerited favour, and the 
other the refult of duty done. This is tlie purport of 
the fourth and fifth verfes:." Now to him that worlt* 
" eth, is the reward not reckoned of grace," or, as i 
free gift, " but of debt," as due to the worker for 
what he hath dcHie. ''But to him that'w<^eth not» 
^5 but believeth On him who juftifieth the ungodly, his 
'^ faith is counted for righteoufnefs/' His faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ, is accepted of God as 
a full difcharge of paft duty, an equivalent to all that 
he required in the preceding part of man s life. And 
to corroborate the teftimouy of Abraham, and give full 
fatisf^tdion in this affair, he cites from the thirty-fe- 
cond Pfalmj . a more flriking inAance of evidence, 
jHrkeie David defcribes the bkfTednefs of the man unjto 
»vhom God imputes righteoufnefs without works, 
faying, " Bleffed are they whofe iniquities axe forgi- 
'* vcn, and whofe iins are covered. Bleffed is thejnaa 
*' to whom the Lord will not impute fin*/* 

4. Now thefe evidences being defigned to fcrve the 
fame purpofe ; to prove, confirm, and illuftfate this 
one doctrine^ the one is to be underftood by the other.. 
The controverted fenfe of imputeth rtghtconjnefs, is, 
in ikis place, fully determined by the fimple and ob- 
vious meaning of the forgivemfs of Jim : The (enfe of 
both being evidendy the fame. By the joint teftimony 
%f whom, the dodrine of juftification is fixed oil a 

bafis 
•Roin.iv. 2,8. 
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bafis fufScieRt to'Alfterin ili'inafniuch as they afford an 
experimental aid, being perfon illy favou^ed with the 
blcflings they were produced to prove, themfelves be- 
' ing thus juilified : By believing the truth as exhibited 
to their fcnfe and underftanding, and by dependi|^ on 
the lincerity and fufficiency of the promifer, they re- 
ceived falvatton. And thefe, the Apoftle reprefents 
as the pattern ot all believers. For the ,text being a 
recapitutation of the context, of the dodrtne contained 
in and confirmed by the preceding chapters, they ex- 
piain an4 ^^ the true meaning of it : They indicate 
with demonftrative evidence, that fill being the tranf- 
greffioQ of the law, by which man i$ rendered unjuft, 
(andeffedls do not ceafe while their cauie remains) that 
to be juftified is to be forgiven and made free frem the 
confequences of fin. But this forgivenefs has refpeft 
only to the iins which are paft, beraufe it is obtained 
by perfonal faith ; which infers the exiftenpe of that 
for which faith is, before faith itfelf ; but futtire (fhs 
do not exiftt As fuch, they can be no object of pre- 
fent f?iirh; confcquently it only concerns thofe tins 
which, previous to the time of believing, have been 
committed. This is alfo evident from the manner of 
its being apprehended ; pardon pre-fuppofing both fci 
and a fenfe of it, as it is a guilty fenfe of fin which 
prompts to, or is the principal inducement to bdieve 
and feek for the fprgivenefs of it. But tiiece is no 
fenfe of that which is not, of fins uncommitted, fo 
they are no ol jc(fl of faith, nor included in tl-ie for- 
givenefs obtained by it Btit pardon,, apprehended 
and obtained by believing, extending to or including 
ajl the fins which are pnft, 'tis with great propriety 
i^iied a being jftftified freely and from all Uttfigt'f. m^ 
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(2.) 1 (tall now aiiempt to point out thfc neceflity 
of this doftrine, in reference to mankind. 

I. And as man is a reafonable creature, and poflcff^ 
cd of a moral quality of mind, he is defigned as well 
for religious as civil fervice. Hence the Almighty 
has enacted a law, and made it the rule of his duty in 
refpedl to both civil and religious life ; the nature and 
properties of which are fpecilied in terms intelligible 
and eafy to be undcrftood. "For we know (faith. 
St. Paul) that the law is fpir itual J." This is the na- 
ture of it : It has a fpiritual as well as corporal fenfe ; 
and, as fudi, extends to and refpefts both the heart 
and life, talting cognizance oi all that paffes there, 
*' being a difcemer of the thoughts and intents of the 
«* hcartj," and a forutinizer of the whole condutt and 
cooverfation alfo. And, its moral qualities (for the 
law is holy, and the commandment holy,< juft, an4 
good) running parallel with its exteni, it requires 
complete holinofs ; and ccnfores and condemns whaft* 
ever is contrary to, and fliort id its true meaatng. 

a. The law then being fpiritual^ moral, and uni* 
yerfal, and the rule by which every one who is under 
it ibould govern his life, and by which he mutt be 
tried at .the laft day ; it is necctfary, ro prevent decep- 
tioa> to know it and judge by k, that fin- may be ma* 
Xiifefted, may appear in its proper colours. Agreea»» 
bl^ to which, it is fakl. '' I had not known fin but by 
•« the law. For I was alive once without the law: 
•' But when the coaimandment came fin revived, and 
'* 1 died." Wlien the commandment was applied by 
lb<: fpirit of God to his condudl and coofcience* fi« 

revived, 
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. revived, was ftirred up and expofed to view, and ap- 
pearing exceeding firiful, he was found guilty, and 
fenteiiced to eternal death ; " for the wages of fin is 
" death*." 

' 3. And forafmuch as every fin is a tranfgreflion of 
the law, it intlicates that fin of any fort and degree (pb- 

^edls to puniihnient. T^e ceitaint)' of this arifes from 
the* nature of laws in general, all which require exa^ 

, conformity to, and militate againft every deviu'tion « 
from them. As fuch, as it is not necefTary to break 
ail, or moft, or more than one branch of the capital 
laws of a land, in order to be puniihed with death; 
neither is it needful to violate more ihairone of the 
manf commands of the Moft High, to incur his dif- 
pleafure, and become fiibjefts of eternal fire: Foii 
** die foul that fiMbali die;" and '*curfed is every 
*' one who continueth not in all things which are 
*' written in the book of the law to do thcm||." And 
If one fin renders a foul guilty, and fubjefts it to the 
difpleafure of the Deity, how much more a whole lift 
of fin ? Seeing the Judge of all the earth will do right, 
will reward every one according fo his works, propor- 
ticMiable will the pUtiifhment be to the number sls well 
as to the nature of the crimes committed. And that n6 
work of man which has original fin for its root, which 
fprings from that impure principle,* and afier the com- 
miflion of .fin in a palpable violation of God's righte- 
ous law, and before juflification from it, is pleafant 
and acceptable to God, is evident ; forafmuch as they 
fpring not of that faith in Jesus Christ, which 
gives intereft in the favour, which reconciles finners 
to God, and renders both their pcrfons and perform- 
ances 
* Rom. Tx. 13. fl GaL liL lo. 
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ances acceptable to him. Which faiih, no finner, no 
unjuftified perfon has, for whofoever belicveth is juft- 
ifiedi juftification being an infeparable cffed of that 
faith by which we pleafeGoD, ana without which 
it is impoilible to pleafe him. 

4. Now this admits of no difpute, being as clear as 
die (hining of the fun at noon-day, touching all Impe- 
nitent iinners, all who remain ilrangers to the nature 
and confequences of fin ; who know it not to be die 
image and oifspring of the devil, and its wages con* 
demnation here, and hell- fire hereafter: Who are 
free from remorfeand contrition for tht (ins which are 
paft, not finding the remembrance of them grievous, 
nor their burden Intolerable ; and continue to practice 
in the fame or a (imilar way, in a courfe of open or 
fecret ungodlinefs and unright^ouiaefs of any, or of 
every kind : Who trample upon laws divine and hu- 
man ; fet at nought or defpife the authority of Go d 
and man ; bare-facedly and contemptuously violate 
precepts which pertain to religious 4nd civil life ; and 
daringly offend in defpite of divine and human threats, 
and certajn confequent punifhments of foul and body 
for ever. Thefe, walking in an even way of Irreli- 
gion.and unrighieoufnefs, being wholly governed and 
guided by a corrupt nature, a fpirit of enmity to God, 
muft, 'till renewed in their mind, and principled with 
and led by the fpirit of truth, do fuch things as God 
has prohibited on pain of eternal difpleafure ; for it {s 
not fubjed to the law of God, neither indeed can be, 
it being an indifputable, an univerfally received truth, 
that contraries cannot agree. So long then as men re- 
tain tl:e carnal mind, which is contrar;/ to God, fo 
long it is impofliUe for them morally to pleafe him, 

. inafmuch 
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inafmucfa as the moral image and law of God are cU* 
redly of^ibd by their immoral heart and life, 

5, And feeiBf; that one, or manyiins habitaally 
committed^ fuffioiently denominate perfons imj^enl- 
tent, it alfo evidences their alliance to Satan ; for he 
that finncth i%*cf the d€vif^ ; is his fon, fervant, and 
heir. (Which infers a famenefs betwixt Satan and 
iinners of mankind in refped of principle and pra<:lice.) 
And ^ a farther inftance^ and corroborating evidence 
ef their condition , they are reprefented under the ap- 
pellation of thgfirvants of fin\\; the infeparablc efFecl 
and attendant df which is, that as two mafiers cannot 
be ferved at once, they arc pronounced, by the Apof- 
tle, free from rigkieoufneftf — in heart and life. TTicif 
heart* being deceitful and defperately wicked, every 
ifllie of it is the reverfe of God's righteous law. They 
are complete in unrighteoufnefs, having not the leaft 
mixture of the contrary : The thoughts, words, and, 
ways ; the facrifice, prayers, and whole ferricc of a 
fmner being an abeminatiom to the Lord. Now thcfe 
voluntary evil%, render the committers of them obje^s 
of GooVdifpleafure, for he ** is angry with the wic- 
" ked every day§, * and*" his wrath is revealed from 
" heavJlln againft all ungodlinefs and unrighteoufnefs 
'* of menj." Therefore, the lives of fuch perfons 
anfwcr no other end, are fpent to no better purpofe, 
than to fit themfclves for everlafting lire. 

6. Yea, though the condiiion of penitent finrxrs 
diifers not a litde from that of the impenitent, yet 
they, may be confidered as no't only ftanding juftly 

charged 
♦ I. John iij. 8* || John Tiii, 34. f Rom. vi. io, 
J Ffal. vii, II. J Rom, i. xS. 
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charged ^vjth ^U the fias GQmmitted.in a ibte of Im- 
peniipncy, (for jrepjjntencc makes no atonement for, 
por takf$,3lw^,<JBe:gulkof paA fins) but as ftiil fiaful 
in aU il^at ibey/dgi, Inafmilch as wlule they remain 
viAforgiv^ifc <h,eir perfoiw, defikd with the guilt of 
paft fin* aiHc not . acceptable to Go.©, fo neither theif 
pcrformajjces? ifpr, how fliould the eficd be more 
agreeable than the caufe, the thing done than the 
doer? Certainly as the one is, fo is the other alfo ; 
it beiiig jtbe -condition of » perfon ihat denominates 
the ^bing .dooc;by.hi» good or «irit . And as the Ai^ 
mighty .ngudifeds his difjdeaftu;^ erf the-finner in a 
guilty con£^ienK^^ or condemnation far what is paft ; 
which; as^.it is. an indieaMon of his -wrath, fo it por- 
tead« the • ruin . of. ^e. fiijn^r. ,whil^ Ji« 'fjont^a^es tbi« 
•iroui^ftdHCcdi il.bein{; spref^e of, tte^ifll perdition; 
with whicl) . condition*- fcrvices acceptable to Goo 
canttotccttfift».:Awi.- .*..- 
■"- - . ^ ' jii • • ' ' . . • ! ! ' 
7. This h agrecabje to tlie experience of all truly 
awak/9n^finners, who fe^l and know that their works 
ipring. BPti.frpm a liyely faitfi, (which is ^ fure^truft 
and cpftfi<;fei>ce.tta)l.|fafir;ipaft iaiqjuitics pr|5 forgiven,., 
and they recojpcij^ri; to th^iavpurof Gqi>y fobtjing 
criminals, and condemned in their C09rqifi)ces«> they 
cannot fay, (notwithftanding their defire of pleating 
Urn) that any thi%gx|l)«y do. is as behoves a creature 
to fei;vciitsj Cicf!^^^>f^ /jM'4;^idvi& to /' love God with all 
"the heart, n|incj,iifoul,^and ftrengih, andourncigh- 
'* boul- as ovrfflf j'{ the ^fie ftaudard.and feftby wJiich 
all adioiis are :to b? mpj^iij-^ji, and judged of both in' 
lefpeffl of quality ^n4 d^^gree^ othecwife we ihould 
be a law both to die LoRP-^nd our/'elves, by fubje<3:- 
ing Ijis law to our performances : Which is contrary 

.'. M- - ' to 
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to the natuie agdldefiguof ah'vic, and ftts^fide thie 
V^faole ufe thereof* fibt> the wmks of apeniteat^ of 
an imjuftifiedperfon, afee iiot odly fiioit Xif 'God's law>^ 
but» in greiit Avtaifure^ if* not Inttceiyt a^e-' cdnipftry 
tfacreto $ it being cMain^thtft no {>erllbii tas^to^.G^TB^ 
More juftifio2ti<m, before Gofo's lov^ ih th(e it^g^e-t 
nefs of fins, is^ihed abroai ift the iieort l>f ^e fib lY. 
Gaoax.. - ' :: ■ • '••' * ^ 'i^ •» -i 1 - :. 

. 8« That^ gHikyf per^Do fcaf»Ob«>> €aiHtoC;birdeu^ 
iKied; bui>iiru chlitll]f' wM ^f€Ut^^tf^Jit^ka$h,iormeH^i 
and fo dijflirs^ lroi» dm which is iefl^htial^to^e rota*' 
tion fubflllfaig bttfHil: 'the LoRi> aMi his iervanta« 
For, if ^ecfbar«>f^r^eretfee> ihe bufiuefs 6f whidk '» 
topreferve frdm thiikgs otIfonfiVe and esdte -to <&ii- 
gence in diitjr^ hold a place in' the pettiieeil^ chaft 
which has. torment) holds » muck'larger^ and^ofieA 
makes the guilty perfon confiderG^D adan-irieeoi^ 
cileable enemy, with whom there is no mercy. This 
is the ftate of a criminal, who dreads the execution of 
the fentenee already pafled upon him, and 49- which 
be fubmit9> knowing himielf • {fuilty of all i^atcoo^ 
icience andthe law'of Goto ieoofe him ofy- and tfe- 
ferving of all the punifhrnetH "v^hleh d» -juitice-of 
O.ODcaninflia; • ,..fj - 

' r ' * * 

9, Btft though a guilty p^ffdn' fears Go»/ yet be 
fcnfibly perceives that "' thela# Wol'l^ietl)' wfath*," a$ 
well for things prefent as' for things paft ; though, < 
perha'ps, hot in th^ fame degree.^ *'Th^law applied to' 
his cafe and-confcience, W6rketh a- fcnfe of Goj/b» 
wrath for preftnt fins, viz. want' of conformity to thd 
law of loYp, and^the imacceptaHcncfs of all things^ 

♦ Rom, if: JSi 
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dOite ^ of a. ftatd of pjorfonal acceptanOe. But Jl 
woxketh OP fenfc of his lovft, for ir oatinoc prodac« 
oontrary ^ffcdis in the faihe fubfe^» at the fame time', 
and in the iaine cafew As flich, if love which is '< the 
" end of the commandmentt/'-'iuid the '' fulftllinjgof 
" of the law J;"' or, if " righteoufnefs, peace, and 
'< jay in the HotV GftostJ," (whichi as graces, 
are the principal productive of a right periPormanCe.^ 
9iid> as the eifed of thofe graces reduced to pra^ioe> 
9re the cOnftituent parts of the fervice of Goo : And 
which, in both cafes, ^re tlie infeperable eileds of 
juftiScation and the divine fpirit which always ac- 
companies it, and of nqdimg which precedes juftifi- 
cation) be , not, H they have no place an perfons nol 
^* fprinfckd from an cvU ccmfcienoeH," then it i% €er« 
tain the unjufti£ed ibrve not God; and, as a <xmfe« 
queaoe, fin agfainft him: For dicre is no nmUuni, na 
ftate which does not denominate them either die far- 
iraaisof God, or the'fervams of;iin. But dxMigb 
there b no medium in ihis oafe, yet there isa differ^ 
•Me b^tiirkt impenifteat and pcaiient faners. The 
i^E^nilQit walk.il darkaeffii, ^wHlingly, and wMi« 
Mt remorfe* The penitent^ cimfciovs of aheir ftafte; 
9j» captivattd fay &e ^^laiir of fin wlioh u'ih thq&V* 
«Dd which is theigrief ami barlh«iaifitfc(eiFfo^ hrA 
as the iftate of dieir minds difier, .fodoes aheir depdrK 
ment alfo. The firft fort generafiy fin in an outward,, 
vifible, audacious way; in cuiiing, fwearing, lyings 
in fabbath breeldng, whoreing, drunkennefs; in pick* 
iog, dealing, andJover-reaching; |a quarcling, -fight- 
ing, iScc But die fccond beafe from all outward evib, 
aBd praaiflc die contrary thing. Their fins chiefly 
. . N 2 confift 

1 1* Tijn. i. 9. J Row. )un, 10. § Rom. xiv, 17. 
• - llHab. x« 32, *iRom. vii. 25. 
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tfonfit in the want of thatfaith which juftlfies, and* in 
the abfcnce of thofe afFedions and tempers which 
eoniiitute the chriftian, and gi^c a poltrer to comply 
with the divine law, in loving and delighting in the 
Lo&o and his ferVice. 

ID. But notwithftanding this difference in the de- 
grees of fin, fubfifting betwixt the penitent and im- 
penitent, yet tliere bein^ no propel medium between 
the fervants of God and die fervants of fin, there muft 
be fome matter of diftindlion, fomc mark or criterion 
by which the one. is di^i^enced from the other; 
which criterion refpedls firfl, tlie relation we ftand 
in.iQ God asliis fervante; land fecondiy, the ^ility 
requifite.for a right di&harge of that fervice. HoW 
the delation We ft^nd in ta God as his fervants, i^ 
Ihat.of fons by adbpti<ui, which include^ juftificatlon,' 
and cixifequently faith by which we are- juftifiedy as 
the cfFcdi cannot be before the caufe. That our ad<^- 
tion ihrough Ch R i ST, is the ground of .our relation 
to God as his fervants, is evident, 'in that it is the 
only real denominating difference betwixt one per- 
£cxk and. another. All xnen by nature are the fons of 
Sat^, children of wrath, and. ^ fuch cannot pleafe 
God* .By adoption we are admitted into the favour 
and family.of God., and fo commence his children ; 
. and whioh, as it is the firft perfcnal token of recon • 
ciliation ^ with, it, is. the iirf^ ground of acceptable 
fovice to God. And the favour of God, being the 
fkft ground of acceptaUe . fervice, that by which it is 
performed, is the fpirit of adoption renewing the 
heart in holinefs; which is the one only fufficicnt 
ability for rendering toGoD/^ a living, holy, acccpt- 
'* able fervice," 



tt. ll^fice ilie))> as jfl men have firnied; and as 
Acre is no lu^h deliverance ^^m% fin before juftilica*^ 
tion a» readers aperibn either, fafe-or haf^y; and aar 
aQ who ccmtimid in4m> in ihe pradtce, or guiit of 
it» or both^ are ckpcvfed to )ldae ^nger of perilbing 
everlaAingly : pAiumowr, as in, ifals ; ftate tl^re is. 
both a relative and real incapacity for pleafing God, 
bein^ aswdl^outof hjs* favour as Tfirithout his im^e, 
fo to be jifftiiisd i6 a matter ^fohitely ;neceffary for 
tlMmen to ^^^rietooe ; /tflvaiion item ^ and hdl^ 
^ck^piable fe^^ke' foGo4>>in*eir^and b^ven« and 
iiappin^ feiboth'wotkls depending On it,; 

* II. I. And as jufilfigaition -conftfts in the forgivenefs 
4f(ani, of whatever ^iins have been xjonuaiued to thC 
«fhle of its^cottiinetfcing widi the (inner; and the im- 
^M^ate appai^dt neoeflity of it4ppeaping4n a g^IUy 
ipalnRit reaiembrant^e cif former oiences; falvation 
^from (in ^ifcovei^ icielf ify a deliverance ^fioin tk«it. 
^goilty fanfarioa of mmd, by -a contrary feafation,L %- 
'^J1i^d by,, or included in peace with Goo- This is ^ 
videntffom the natMt>e <>£ both ftates: For, feeing that 
a'guH^ ^bnfcien^e is an^UidicaDion of Goo's.difplea^ 
fure ; {confcicnce in man beingOo p's umpire, arbitrary 
"between, and manifei^ing the mind of the Moft High) 
peace of confcience is a proof of his- favour, of 
dicing reconciled to and having peace with him, for- 
afjnuch as it eon'ftitutes the mind eafy/ freeing it from 
all fenfe of Gor's wrnth touching former ofl'ericcs,, 
and from the fear of death, the conie<iuence of ihofcj 
offences.. 

2. Now this peace is giyen* iii a moment,, arjd its. 

fuddenucfe as well, ns fedfanj;b!enefs, mckes it con- 

3S. i f{:i;:uou^ 
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^icuous to the partaker and poflcffpr of it. Ahd this, 
so doubt, the LoRDdoes for thebctter uoderftandiog 
of this excdicnt benefit. » The. deliverance bciag in- 
ftantaneous, 'tis. more. ea% adv^ted to, it being al- 
noft impoflible to be infenfibk of £o fudden a change 
from guilt to peace, and from bondage lo liberty* 

, 3. This is that peace which paffetb all underftand^ 
•ing, the delight and folace of die foul, andthelnfe- 
parable effied of jttftification. None are juftified who 
have it not; all are juftified nrho pofkh it. If any 
who are juftified know it not, 'tis either through igno- 
rance of the nature of juftification, or not cardUly 
attending to what paileth in the foi^, and not to any 
^ant of evidence refulring from juftification. For, as 
without fin, juftification is not neceflary ; ib where fia 
is, it will not be forgiven, without ibme previous 
knowledgeof it in remembrance and remorfe of mind; 
which remorfe is very ienfible and diftrefilingr As 
fuch, whenfocver this is removed, efpecially by par- 
don, (for it may be loft without ifiuing in forgivcnefs) 
it is not only inftantaneoi^, (for pardon of paft fin is 
9)0t progrefiive) but fenfible, very fenfible to the foul. 
It taftes and f(?es how gpod the Lord is, and rejoices, 
greatly rejoices in the change paifed upon it, and in 
Gov its Saviour. 

Ill* I. And as peace with God is die effecl of 
pardon, fo faith is the condition on which it is receiv- 
ed* Faith hi Gob through Christ; who was deli- 
veied for our oflfences, and raifed again for our juftifi- 
cation, is that by which we are juftified. Even as it is 
written, *' Abraham believed God, and it was ac- 
*' counted to him for righteouibeis." And it was not 

written 
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written for his fake alone to Vhom it was imputed^ 
^' but for us alfo to whom it ihall be imputed, if wc 
''believe on him whoraifed up Jksus our Lord frooi 
*'thedcadV 

2. Now Faiths has refpeA both to God and his 
word touching the juftification of a (inner. And firil; 
to his word^ the teftimony of God concerning his Son 
Jesus Christ, whom he fent '' to be the Saviour 
*' of the world || ;". and who, in purfuance of whidi^ 
was bom, lired, died,, rofe, and afcended, to procure 
for, and confer falvation upon the children of men. 
And in confequence of tlie fatisfa^ion made by the 
fufFerings of Christ for the fins of mankind, God 
Las promifed a free and full pardon of the fins which 
arepaft; for he faith, ''I will be merciful to their 
*' unrighteoufnefs, and their fins, and ^heir iniquities 
*^ will I remember no moref." And this being the 
teftimony of God, it Is to be believed as the word of 
him who cannot lie, and which is unto, and may be 
appropiated by all who feel and know the neceffity of 
pardon ; for it is the word left upon record for the in- 
ftrutlion and encouragement of guilty finners, that 
they may have hope in believing to fee the goodnefs 
of God» But the promife implying only a dcclara^ 
tion of what God intends to do to thofe who believe, 
nothing is to be expelled from it, but from the pro- 
mi fer. Wherefore faith muft not terminate fo the 
word, but extend unto God alfo. 

3- 
• Rom, iv. 24. 

f Faith, as it refpeft* Juftifica Jon, implies belief, and 

tfuft OFTcliance; (n»rKf VAs-ivuf, or Fides, Fiducift).a belief 

of what Cht'i^ iias Aid and fud^red, and dependence on him 

for a reception oi what he has purchafed and promifed^ 

J I. John i?. 15. tHcb. viU^ u* 
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* ' 3^ ** VTith (he heart man believeiii unto T^ghteouf- 
'♦''ncftlj." By the heart hfignifledtheunderftanaing 
'and will. The underftindbg Jtrd^efe of the nature; 
truth aod neceffity of the promifc, and affents thereto 
as eight; as lit to be believed, anc} as fuiting the fin- 
uer'sca/e.^ The will chufeth the thing promiied; 
which, as it is wifli Gob, he muft t^e depended on, 
by .which Ihe wiH is tuinecl towards tint, and refti 
upon him for the fulfilling of the pr()rtiffe 'And hcr« 
•the finner is to abide, believing, aiking,''ahd licking 
tin pardon coxnmenceth in tHi. heart, tHi being juft- 
'ified by faith, helias peace wi^Ji Gotf throtigh Ch r i st 
Jesus; and proves, experimentdly proves, *♦* That 
" to him who worketh not, but Mieveth On hhn who 
" juftifieth tlie ungodly., his" faith is counted for wght- 
'* eoufnefs*;" is inftead ot, "tmd does that fpr him 
which pail perfect righteoufnefs would have done: 
.Frees him from comknutiation,, and gives p^ace vvitfx 
Go p. 

4. Now by this effe^ of believing, the nature, 
mode, and degree of juff ifying faith are determined : 

-For as juftification is an iafeperable cfFedl of faith. To 
it is the criterion of it ; .it is that which diftin^uifceth 
true from falfe, as well as fufficient from infufScient 
faith. All faith which brings not pardon and peace, 
is falfe or defeftive.- Faifc Unih is believing contrary 
to the dodrine of faith contained in the fcripture.. 
Defedive faith is believing lefs than the fcripturcs 
teach in that cafe, j>i believing the fcripturcs only. 

'For, how. ^ighl and neoeffary foever it is, to believe 
ti^e woFd, it is not fufficient tofalvai-ion. Theprp- 
^ife is not the Saviour, -it contains not Ueflbgs, and 

■ . 'fa. 
j) Rom. «. iQ. *Roin.iv.5>. 



(HS) 

fomuftnotbe fiibfthuteci in the plwe cf Christ> 
It being but the %n or cxpreflion of the thing ligni- 
fiedi ia belkviog, it is only. the objecl of tl>e under- 
ftanding, and requires hut a proper degree of credence 
and affent,. in which, it terminates. And the will, 
M'hich is the power or faculty by which we cbufe of 
refufe, having no reference to the prprnjie, otherwifq 
than as it chufeth or refufcth the thing pjomifed; 
which is falvdtjipni ^o that, .and not the pi»«iw{/<r/ is 
the objed of our choice or eledive faculty. 

f . Faith in tlie promife of forgivenefs, if it goes no 
farther,; Icfaves the. guilty foul in tbq fame condition, 
as a btlief of promifed .food does 'A hungry man, ivhea 
he cats not of it. And, a hungry perfon not^being fa- 
tiified and preferved . from d^a^ by the pBcttiife'of 
food, without eating of, it ; ncijth/sr can a.finner be fat 
tibfied and favecj. from hell, but by a participation of 
the thing promifed. But a belief of the word> of all 
that is iignified by it, may be, without receiving the 
knowl^gq of falvafioii thro^igh the remliHon of fips, 
which is ttieeffe^ off^ith. . Yetnotwithftaading» the 
promife b profitable, it giyes underfla^iding of, and 
encouragenv^nt^ j relative ^. a reception of the thing 
promifi^. It alfo. preferves from, defpair; and, if 
preceded Ly, and accompanied vi^ith repentance, in- 
fluences the will and excitea to a dependence on God : 
For, as John the Bi»ptift, who was not Christ, but 
was fent to bear witnefs of Christ,, pointed men to 
Christ; fo does the promife* It faith it is nc^ la 
>De, it is in God, it is God that juflifies ; and cauf* 
eth the foul in its motion to afcend, and reft upon 
God who is inward, and at no great diftance, which 
is the motion and a£l of the will in cbuiing, defiring, 

and 



ond'^arneMy '^mtcnding for falvatlon:* -Aiftdt may, 
with propriety, be termed faith in 60 d,'^ the pre- 
ceding adl of the mind is faith in the word. And 
th;s double ad of the foul, agrees not Only with its 
two fiSK;ult-ies,v mind and will, but alfo correfponds 
mrith the proper bbjedls of faith, viz. rfie promife and 
the promifer: And fufficiently demOnf^rates believ« 
ing to be a rational, gradual bufinefs ; beginning with 
the promife, which, being external, is more eaffly 
underftood and confided in. From thence, afcend- 
ingtoGob, and refling upon him for the fulfilling 
of it in the .pardon of fm : Which when received, 
gives peace with, and the peace of Gop; tfarou{(h 
our Lo&D Jesus Christ. 

I (ball now take notice of the fourth and lalt part jof 
the fubjed, whkh is a furdier effeA of faith, Sec. 

IV, r. ** By whom alfo we hare accefs by feiA 
** into "this grace wherein wc ftand, and rejoice in 
** hope of the glory of Gop," "It being through the 
ftcri^ce and fnterceflion of- Ch^i^t that finners are 
juftificd; it is alfo byHm that they arc Introduced 
iofoa ftateef grace or favour with God. For, -fin 
being ofFenfive to God, and meritive of his difplea- 
fure, the forgivenefs of fin removes that difpleafure 
by fubverting the caufe of it. Which benefit obtain- 
mg through fatth, and no medium exifting ba^ixt 
Go d'-s favour and Mrrath; itihfers, that the faith which 
jttftffies, Inirodtsces into his ifavour. Moreover, be- 
lieving initiating into a ftate of favour; it is alfo' by 
faith that it is continucdnm But the aft of faith by 
which favour commences, is not the fame through 
whic* it continues, Subfequent or/ulure afts of faith 
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•oJy, ban perpetuate tha^ whicji the firft ad bqgnis* 
Ami forafumch a^ jaftifying la|tb has refped to Goo 
Vhi 'hi$) word» fQ n^ttft fubfequentfai^ti likemie, Tia« 
wpf^st i^. u>]|bQ jl:)(diewed in ^jprPwUe^ 9Ai4^k>n«, aii4 
comdaandH ' lai^ 4)h)toftfe$^.fpr^)QOur^jg^8ii^^4 ii| 
)ls caiHioas, as a prefervaiive from. evil; «id inii^ 
cooiindnds, as ^ jDROtm to dilige««e. ifttduty.: For 
fetith VfMkftkfy.hvi^ Stmyar t6:whichi tbejwill mu^ 
c^tbtie «ntcaringlanditrtffting;in GoD^and earaeftly 
fidlciynglilsjileffingd^ Ulpinltiwie of.j^cj; />VJ^ij^ 
prqcec^-wjH inMiUjriiff/Bft. in t'ae, ^<mtin^%ncj^ pf 
wi,«videacfr;af igracctlir'ttjgli paidoniuftj ,pe>«Ci, apj 
the.teftimoniy.of a godd icbftfoicnco. . < 

2. Now the favour of God being the infeparaUe 
^ediof fofigiytn^s ; rtjoictng in hapc of his glory, 
iffue&frowifciidtpetrfs-dn, and ijclofely co^a^ded with 
the diriw;ft{«:0ur. ' The. glory ef Go p • is h«avei^, PU 
the fc*ppy fiftjc of a« .fijid and body hfr^afer, . It is 
that kiogdcma lyWch, tbe Almighty prepared for, and 
has promifiwl/ to all- who .CQs»nenc;e ahd coptipue hk 
dsildren tkrougfcfaith in Christ Ji^s^s.:^ For_<*if 
*' children, then heirs,.lfeits,of fiop and joii>c-h^if» 
" with Christ." And thefe, viz. pardon, the fa- 
vour of Gi>Dt> aSid ^otiCequi^nt ftencfip ;en*itlwg ^o, 
^dqitalilyiiig.for^eaveii, wJae^c&arifeth ^pxfi^-y 
atioa of iii £o whik 4hey ar< retainedi the ho{)e,Q4 
glory rcmainis. . Aiid the expeftation of it beipg exj- 
ceecUng delightful, and glory Itfcif inexprefllibjly abovis 
an things to be defked, bj aUiwhp axe intifled thereto^, 
they rejoice, exceedingly rejoice iniezpQ(flai;i|t)A of 
its being revealed. J liey rejoice in hopi? of that.h^ppy 
period* -wfcea ftri{)pedb£; Ac robes of- mwdJtyj jfhei 
fpirit will return to God who gave it, to be numbered' 
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with tEbblelFedy with the fpirits of jul^ men made per- 
ft&:, and to bafk* in the beams of love and the fruition 
of 'Go D for ever. And .though the refii^rcc>ion be a 
diftant pf4vilege> yet to thb nimble at^ of fdith^ leap- 
ing the ihojt fpan of life,- and the intermediate fpao^ 
betwixt d^th^ and the great day^ a glorious profpe^ 
appears, a foene of .wondex^ prefent themfelves in a 
difplay^of divine wifdom, power, and goodaefs, in 
eolle£ling and reviving the fcaneMd ^toms of corrupt- 
M bodies, >and forming • thJBtti t6 a blaffedlilqi^neis of 
Christ's glorified huniiatiity ; i when Ae long fis^r 
ration of foul and body ihall come to ii:>periDd| in a 
happy conjunction -of Uiem in bli&ful dimes and ne* 
ver-cnding joys. 

• 3. Thus the hope of the believer refolts from the 
knowledge of falvatiooi a fenfe of Qoi/s favour, 
and flie proihife of eternnl life through' Cif&4ST Je- 
§us ; and is maintained by^ continuing ^nd inctdafing 
in the favour ^nd knowledge of GO0 $ aad wilt cer- 
tainly iffue in glory everlafting, to all who are fai*- 
fal to the ehd. So much for eitplication. It remains^ 
tomakefomeufeof the whole.. . ^ . 

* t. Now this is the- fatvati<Mi Which die Saviour 
cdme from heaven to procure for, pfedie^ to, and 
Confer upon the children of men. It h the bond of 
reconciliation and cementing union betwixt God and , 
immortal fouls. It makes peace, being the fruit of 
the blood of the crofs^ i For this he died, and/or this 
he revi^^ed ; •^^ War h^' wai deltvensd for Qur\c|ifences, 
" and raifed again for ou^ ju:ftificati(in^." And.diis 
bcricfit he deffgnW for die whbie o| Jiumaa IfcincJ ■; fpr 

' ' ''-'■'. 1. .. i. . .. 7 •• he. 
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he was a propitiatory faciificc for the fins of the 
whole world. A meriting Saviour to all men, and an 
aSlual Saviour of all that believe and obey. 

2. And as in'confequcnce of this, the Almightv 
willeth not the death of a finner, what pity it is, that 
all men are not of the fame mind* How happy 
would the world be, if all experienced this falvation ! 
It is good that a man is at peace >»ith his prince, be- 
caufe ths lAraih of a King is terriilg. But how much 
better to be at peace with the great God, who to fin - 
ners is a confuming fire, O what would the damned 
give for peace [ How would they exult had they but 
the moft diftant profpe^of this! But how light do 
moft fmners- fet by it! O the inexcufable madnefs of 
men, in depriving themfelves of fo great a bejiefitJ 
How will it aggravate their mifery, that Christ 
died for them, and they would not feek his falvationf 
Is it not enough that men have finned againftGoD 
without bringing the blood of his Son, ' by negleclin^ 
it, in condemnation upon their own beads? W\^i 
might he fay, '«he that believeth notfhall bedamned(|." 
Surely none deferve damnation fo much as they, who 
will not believe for that which coft Chr 1st his pre- 
cious life to procure ! . 

3. And, it bting the moft unreafonable procedure 
that any creature can be guilty of, to " neglcd fo 
'' great falvation*;" it is alfo the moft ungrateful. 
Small favours, when there isjio motive for conferring 
them, bit the benevolent difpofition of the donor, de- 
mand otir fincere thanks. How much more the death 
©f'CiTRisT, which bought our peace, and all other 

O bleflings? 

ilMark, xvf. 16, ♦ Htb. ii. 3. 



( ISO ) 

bleilings? The higheft drains of adoration, uttered 
by the united hearts and voices of4hen and angels, 
would not equal, in point of gratitude^ the kindnefs 
exhibited to mankind, in giving his life a ranfomfor 
them. How ungrateful then thofe mortals, or rathef 
monfters, who will not accept of fo rich a benefit as 
the forgivenefs of fins, on fo eafy terms as Ch&isx 
propounds it to them ! Did he require them to quit 
all they. hold dear in the world; their habitations, 
friends, money, and life itfelf to partake of it, they 
Hjll had but a fbadow of, not a fufficient reafon for a 
refufaL But now what doth the Lord require of 
them, but that they repent and believe, in order to be 
'forgiven ? And can any thing be fo eafy as this, cf- 
pecialiy when he affifts them by his grace, in what he 
requires ; for he is ** exalted to be a Prince and a Savi- 
'^ our to give repentance, as well as remijjion of Jin$X*' 
• 
4. But let us review the whole, in reference to thofa 
to whom it belongs. And as it is undoubtedly true, 
^hat all have finned, and come fhort of the glory of 
God; fo while they continue thus circumflanced, the 
Jaw of God lies againfl them; it expofes their fin, 
ihews their danger, declares them deferving of, and 
fentences them to eternal death. And it is no r^fpec- 
ter of perfons, it exempts hone from cenfure who at^ 
qontrary to it, being impartial in refpe<fl of fms, ex- 
tending to all forts and degrees thereof. I| marks the 
firft rifings, and reaches to the utmoft bound of. every 
fpecies of evil. It takes cognizance of, and treats all 
who fuffer fin in their hearts as adual offenders. It 
pronounces the covetous tdoliton, the haters of man- 
kind mwrisren, the luftful lookers on aduUcrers. In 

(bort^ 
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fliort, ^n of every kind being a tranfgreflion of the 
law; the wages of.it is dtkth, is condemnaiion here^ 
and damnation hereafter* 

5. Who then can bear the awful dedaration, can 
lift up his guilty head, when God fa^s, *' The foul 
" that fins (hall die." And, " Curfed is every one 
" who continueth not in all things whidi are written 
«' in the book of die law to (\o them ! " But who ha& 
done the Whole law ? Not one ; for all have finned. 
W hat then will finners do ? How will they fland be- 
fore the great 60 d when he judges the world in rlght- 
eou&efs, and gives to every one according to his 
works ? Alas ! What can they do, for the law by 
which they muft be judged requires complete con- 
formity to it in heart and life, at all times, in all 
places, and toudiing all things; and, for one failure^ 
condemtts to (feath everlafting. This is the langaa|^ 
€>iit, and it varies not ; like its author it is imchange- 
able and without ihadow of turnings Wherefore^ 
wherever it finds fin unforgiven, it finds matter to 
-work upon. Nor will it ceafe to condemn; fbr 
though heaven and earth fbail pafs away, yet the law 
abided) for ever. So the finner remaining unforgiven, 
the fentence pafifed upon him continues; being al« 
r£:ady condemned, if mercy interpofe not, all is eter- 
nally loft. For, " As I live, faith the Los.d, every 
'' knee fhall bow to me, and every tongue ihall con- 
«« fcfs to God*." And, " the wicked (ball be turn- 
•* ed into hell^." At death,- their fouls fliall dcCo^nd 
to the devil, and at the laft day dieir bodies (ball be 
raifed from the grave to go into everlafting fire. A. 
dreadful fentence this i Yet juft; for Christ wilL 
O 2 defcend. 

* Roro. adv. ir. fPfin. ix. 17« 
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deicend " in flaming fire, taking vengeance on aM 
'' who know not God, and obey not the gofpelf." 

6. In oppofition to this, what can impenitent fin- 
ners do? They cannot make void the fentence, nor 
efcape Jhe puHiihment. They muft bear their judg- 
ment. ,'Tis* true, they generally repofe confidence in 
God's mercy, hoping he will not punifh them as 
tbeir iins . deferve, and as he has threatened to do* 
But that it is to make the Almigjity a liar. He hath 
laid, ** Except ye repent ye fliall perilhi" anjl his 
aruili cannot fail. He is a jiift^GoD, hating ini- 
quity, and will not clear the guilty. Sooner flwll the 
earth be removed out of its place, than a finncr dy- 
ii-^Z in his fin, not be damned. 

7. Butfome, to evade thi9, and arm againft terrors^ 
plead not guilty; or if guilty, not wholly fo, deferv- 
ing as well to be faved as loft, having done as much 
good as evil. . But this is falfe in fa^; there is an 
impoffibility in the cafe. That would, be to hdve 
fcrved two mafters at once; which, we are told, can- 
not be. Beiides, finners are reprefented jas having no 
righteoufnefs; for, faith the Apoftle, "when ye 

. " were the Tervants of fin, ye were free from right- 
'^ eoufncfs." 1 grant they may do many things ma- 

• terially good; but not morally orreligiouily fo. Thoy 
may feed the poor, cloath the naked, relieve the dif- 
treifcd ; may hear fermons, fay prayers, give thajik^v 
receive facraments, &c. But all thefe, -and whatever 
elfe they do, is unacceptable to God ^«hilc they con- 
tinue in fin, the whole of. a fmner being an abomina- 
tion to him. For, as God and his government are 

holy, 
tU. Thcf. i.f. 
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hdj, fo a KcHy dlfpGffidon of heart, is abfolutely necef- 
fary, as a qualification for a right dlfpharge of that 
fcrvice. But fiimers are unholy,, their hearts are full 
of fin ; and that being the principle of their adlions^. 
Ihey pra^icc like themfelves, all that they do is evil.. 
Let no (inner then boaft of his good works, foraf- 
iJiucK ashe has'none. Let hiiii not build upon them,. 
for they are but fand, and will let him (ink into helL 

8. Art thou then nothing but fin? If fo, wliat 
wilt thou do? Or ratlier, what may the Lord do ^ 
Why truly, he may ftrike thee dead, and fend thee 
-to the devil I And how wilt ihou help tliyftlf ? 
Poor foul I Thou art in Ifhe gsll of biitcniefs, and 
bond of iniquity. Death and deflru<fl ion await ihce. 
There is but a. flep. betwixt Ace and the pit. Can ft* 
thou reft upon the brink of hell ? Y>o not dream pf 
fafety there, devils are near? Lol A troop comes to 
pluck thee thither I For they are the meflcngers of 
GrOD to tliee for evil, the executors of hia wrath. 
And remember, God deftroyed the world of the an- 
godly by a flood \ and rained fire and brim (tone npcn, 
Modern end Gomorrah. The earth alfo opened her 
mouth and fwallowed up %orah and his company:. 
and tkreerand'tiitenty t/toufand Jews fell in one day. 
Atid art thou more fafe than ihcy? 1 doubt not. 
TRey were but finners, and fo art liiou. Yea, perhaps, 
^ou art an old fmner ; i{ fo, howlong wiUdiou be 
out o€hcll<? 'Till to-morrow? What may a day l?ring* 
toiih } Confidcr, it was once faid, *' Thou fool, t^is. 
** nigh^ (hall thy foul be required of thee." '' 

^. What tlien is to be done? Sintier, thine h a \n\ 
-i^kj if dAOU coatJiiueft thus. As t}ie Lqrd Ijives, 



who cannot lic^ thus dying, thou art danuied.* Think 
not of e reaping in thy fins. But, if thou art deter- 
mined to keep theni> prepare for the worft. Fortify 
thy ftlf againft a guilty confcience, the wrath of Go r^ 
fire and brimdone, Ac tyranny of devils, and eternal 
torments. Expeft no mercy in hell, nor mitigation o£ 
mifery ; for there tlu worm dieth not, and the fire is 
not quenched. And muft the fire feed upon thee for 
ever ? Alas ! How much more caufe haft thou to curfe 
thy day,, than either Job or* Jeremiah had I They la- 
boured but under a temporary evil ; but thou art under 
a fentence of eternal ruin. And art thou content to 
dwell with devils for ever ? Be fure that it will be fc^ 
if thou dieft in thy fins. Do not think that the threat- 
enings of God are bugbears to frighten children with( 
tliey are the eifeds of law and juftice again* fin;; 
and fooner will the Lord ceafo to be, than lie ; his 
truth, like himfelf, endureth far ever.. 

to. But before the fentence take phce, before thou 
art damned, confider whether it is not better to repent* 
It is faid, " When, the wicked man mmeth away 
'^ from his wickednefs, he Ihall fave Ws foul alive.? 
Art thou willing to repent ? If thou art,, who can tcU 
low foon thy fentence may. be reverfed. Set about.iu 
Leave off thy fins, and forfake thy frnful companions. 
To-day ;. left to-morrow find thee other work. Left> 
death interpofing, thou art numbered with the danrned. 
Rent thy heart,, and let' tears be a fign of thy forroww 
Better wc^p now than, hereafter. Spare none of thy 
fins, howevcF profitable or pleafant. If they he as thy 
right hand, or eye, they muft be cut oflf, or plucked out*. 
If thou fpareft them, they will not fpare thee. Oae 
in retained^ may kecjg thee from pardon^, and fend 

thee. 



Ace to heil. Had Judas forfaken covetoufneis as well 
fis other crimes, he had doubtlefs efcaped both a halter 
and hell. I re^iember an old woman, who went to. a 
juftice for an order to have relief from her parifh/ 
coThplaining that ihe had nothing to live on, who, 
gaining her requeft, was foon after feized with fick- 
nefs, (which rendered that fort of relief upneceffary) 
in which ihe fcU under great horror of mind for what 
ffae had done ; for,, as the truth, of her complaint was. 
fiifpcded, (he. was oppofed and put upon her oath. 
However, belig poffcifed of a con/ider;ibl£ fum of 
money, and her confcienceiawaking^ ihe roared day 
and night in racking defpair. In that deplorable con- 
dition, ihe took fdme of her money; and faid to a 
perfon (landing by, *'Hcre, take thi* qur fed. mpaey^ 
♦* for it has i^ined me for evexK* She wiih€;d fo.r 
death, and. was for deftroying herfelf, as hear terrors 
were infupportable. And after fpending a, few days 
in the utmoft diftrefs, expired in the fame condition. 
Partial reformation will not do;, it muft be. univerfal, 
OT, as well none at all. It is the fame thing whether - 
a man be drowned in the middle of the fea,, or neax 
the fhore.. So it is in.cffeft the fame, \vhether a man 
die in many iins, or few ; or, if he dies in one, h^ 
is undone, and he can but he fo,,dying.in many. Re- 
pent then imcercly^ univerf^lly, and perfeveringlj^ 
that iniquity prove not.thy cverlafting ruin.. 

1 1. But art. thou confcious of fin?, Does the guilt of 
it lie heavy on thy heart ? If thou haft no (tin(t of it, 
tkou art afleep in Satan's cradle ;, he.has put out thine 
eyes, hardened thy heart, and rendered thee paft feelr 
ing. Awake, left thou drink al the Lord's hand the 
flUp of his fury ; h& he tcai; thcc in pieces, and there 
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be none to deliver. Know, that the Lord is jealous 
of his honour, and, if robbed of his right, wtll re*- 
quite it. Confider, he may foon caff - thee before his 
bar, and witnefe agairift thee as » tranfgreflbr of his 
law ; and fay, ^ Depart thou worker of iniquity into. 
** everlafting fire, prepared for rhe devil and. his an- 
*' gels." If he begin, he will foon make an end! In 
the twinkling of an eye, he may deliver thee to the 
tormenters! Is it a time then to be unconcerned, when 
fo much depends on it? "Surdy, if ever, it is time to 
ftir when the next hout may be thy laft ! Did you 
know what the damned endure, you would flee from, 
fin as from the face of a ferpcnt ; and yet they were 
once as fafe as yoti are. O what would they give lo be 
upon their trial again ! How have fome, at rhe ap- 
proach of death, lamented their cafe, 'through dii^refs 
of foul ! Others have roared too horrible to be heard i- 
And truly mine own heart has felt more of this, than 
imagination can paint, or tongue declare. A thou- 
•fand tongues cannot tell the torments of a guilty con- 
fcience. It made poor Judas run fwiftly into the arms 
of death and helt. And many poor wretches after 
felling Christ for profit, or ptefure, or honour,, 
have died by their ownhands'; running from, one hell 
to another. Surely tiien it is time to awake out of 
ileep, for now is your damnation nearer than when 
you firft f nned. To be er^fy in fin, is like fleeping oit 
the top of a maft, when tbe-next blaft of wind may 
fend the fleeper t6 the bottom of the Tea. Dcpltfrable- 
IS the caTe of thofe wl>o fleep on the brink of the pit. 
Jn death's vtncertairty their danger lies. Death miy- 
Jbe a^ the door, re^.dy to enter in. Some judgmcn*. 
perhaps hangs over thy head. Thimdcr, or lightening^ 
or ear.tli(juakc» ©x f eftilencc,. or other d^itfuctive thing 



uny be on its way, to bring thee to thy fenfcs by fend- 
ing thee to hell. But if no judgment hurry thee out 
of the world, old age, or infirmities will efFe<flually 
do it. Yea, ^nd by nature's law, what may be, may 
be now. By nature's law men die; by the fame law 
they may die now. And art thou in thy fins, and in- 
fcnfiblc of diy danger? O fearful eftate ! A blind man 
.walking among pits, or on precipices, is in perfect 
faftty compared to thee. True, his mortal life is in. 
danger ; but thy eternal life is at ftake. His lois, can 
be but ihe difcharge of a debt due to nature ; but thine, 
. the lofs of heaven and the gaining of hell. 

12. Wouldft thou know thy condition? See thy 
pi(fture in a rebel againft his prbce,^ purfued by men 
commiffioned to flay him. And how foon may the 

. Lord fay concerning thee, cut hitn down? Yea, his wrath 
is revealed, his threatening is gone fortli; he hath 
whet his fword and bent his bow, and with thefe in- 

. ftruments of death, thy life may be as one in the grave, 
and thy foul coniigned to hell, in a moment. But let 
the Lord be glorified. Yea, he will be glorified, 
whether thou art faved or loft. But let him be glori- 
fiecl in that which is moft agreeable toTiim, in thy 
falvation ; not in thy deftrudion, for he has no plea- 
fure in the deaili of a finner. Art thou willing to be 
faved at die expence of all other things? Sit down 
and count tlie coft. Are thy fins, friends, good name, 
profits, pleafures, and life itfelf too much to give ? 
What are ihey compared with thy foul ? There is no 
comparifon. Better lofe all than that. The lofs of 
thy foul is all. Ten thoufand worlds fo bought would 
would be too dear. Well, ait tliou determined to fell 
all for Christ? Wilt thou facrifice thy fins? If 

thou 
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thou w3t be faved, let thefe go. Shake thyielf from 
tlie duil of devilifli works. St^nd difengaged from the 
works of- darknefs, and there will be hope. Repent 
and reform, and thou art in the way with the Lord. 

1 3. But will repentance and reformation fave thee ? 
No, verily. Eepentance is not remiffion, nor re- 
fonnation regeneration. If thou repcnteft of and rc- 
formeft from all thy lins, ihou art but ftill in the ftate 
of a criminal ; for repentance and reformation make 
no atonement for what is paft. Thou art in fimil»r 
circumftances with a perfon who has contra^led a debt 
which he cannot difcharge ; and though he adds no- 
thing to It, yet the old debt ftanding againft him, he 
lies at the mercy of his creditor. In like manner, if 
thou finncft- no more, that will not free thee from the 
guilt of thy former fins. And if ihey never be for- 
given, thou muft fuffer fi)r them, and that will be Ae 
vengeance of eternal fire. It will certainly be for; 
becaufe ibere is^no medium betwixt being fevcd frbm, 
and fuffei^ing for fin. But repentance for and reform- 
^on from fo; do flot fave^ They neither atone for, 
«or take it away. At moft they are but (and neither 
are they thai) tte difchirge of prefcnt duty, 'and 
have no influence on paft life In fupplying its deficien- 
cies, or pacifying God. Seeing then that reformation 
.'leaves the foul in the guilt of fin, and in danger of 
fdfering for it, it indicates its infufiklency, and the 
neceffity of another thing. More muft be done before 
a confcious finnQt can be cleared in the eourt ai his 
own confbicnce* And as it is not the merit of any 
thing of his own, whether paft or pivsfent, that can 
avail in this cafe, it remains to have re^ourfe to an- 
other j cv«n toGop, Who ''juftifijs tbc,cmgodly/' 



But, what ihall a iinner bring to pacify God and turn 
away his wrath, to render him propitious and obtain 
a pardon ? Poor foul 1 Thou muft now renounce felf- 
dependence more than ever. Foreign help mu& be 
thy whole fupport, Jesus Christ alone can deliver 
thee. Help is laid on him. He is the way to the 
F^i^r. He bore thy fins, and now intercedes for 
thee. He faves to the uttermoft tliem who come unto 
God by^him. Go in his name, fay to die Father, I 
sm a iinner, and deferve hell for what I have done, i 
have nothing to plead but thy Son's pailion ; it was 
for me, he died in my ftcad. O Lord God Almighty, 
have mercy upon me for his fake alone. Do this in 
faith ; believe that he will have mercy on thee, and 
wreftle till thou prevaileft. 

14. Now is the neceffity of, the'timc for, and ufeof 
faith. Remember, juftification is by faith. And 
faith follows repentance. Thou believcft there is one 
God; and, Satan-like trembleft. Thou doeft well. 
But believe the promife of forgivenefs ; believe that 
God pardons iniquity, tranfgre(fion,.and fin. With- 
out wavering credit hii word. Thife do notwiihftand- 
ing thy fins ; for the promife is to finners. And let 
not the number and nature of thy crimes, how many 
and malignant foever they be, hinder. The promife 
is to repenting believing finners without exception. 
Catch this rope, left thou fhould fmk into defpair and 
hell ! Confidcr, unbelief may damn. Truft what God 
hath faid ; I will, faith he, **be merciful to their un- 
" righteoufneffi." And let this cord lead thee to God. 
He is near that juftifies. Wilh thy heart truft in him. 
Turn thy will towards him. He is the center of thy. 
foul. He is on every fide J yea, at the door of thy 

heart. 
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heart. Open to him, and fay. Lord deliver my foul*^ 
Chufe his falvation. This is the work of thy will. 
Claim the promifed benefit. And ftay thy foul upoa 
God for lu Jacob-like wreftle, and fay, thou ftialt 
not go, 'till thou.bleffeft me. Thus abide, till thou 
fceft the goodnefs of Go d, even the falvation of thy 
foul. , . * . ..^• 

15. To concliKie. Asa finful ftate abounds with 
criminality, and a confcioufnefs of it creating un- 
fpcakable wiifery; (for a wounded fpirit who can 
bear!) and being an anticipation and fpecimen of e- 
ternal torments; and many things concurring to take 
away life, every unjuftified perfon is expofed to im- 
minent danger, the danger of dying in fin and fuffcr- 
ing eternally for it. But as the Almighty willeth not 
the iieath of a iiftner; and giving grace to, and^ 
comnxanding all men every where to repent, fo while' 
the day of grace, the time of probation endures, all 
»iay turn to Go d, by breaking off their fins and bring- 
ing forth fruit meet . for repentance. Moreover, he 
requires all men, according to their difpenfation of 
revealed truth, and internal evidence or difcoveries of 
himfclf and will, to believe; which i.11 n>ay do 
through the fpirit and merit of Christ; For; he- 
who died for all to be the way^ to the Father, .does 
in fome degree, enlighten and enliven all, that ihey 
may fee the way and have power to walk in it : As 
fuch, the deftrudlion of all the deftroyed, as touching 
the caufe thereof, muft be refolved into difobedienqc 
and damning unbelief. And thougli Ch R i sT is not 
pjeadied tb all by the' letter as a Saviour; yet his. 
fpirit inftrudls all in things pertaining to God. And 
having died for all men, the benefits of his death will. 

be • 
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be conferred upon- aH, \*'ho ufe gcace. and the means 
afforded for religious infirodioA and improevmeKti 
according to dio williof Gc d. And fiirther ; As thofe 
who have Cjcrist preached a& well'by thd outward 
difpenfation of ilie Afvord, as by*the illumination and 
excitation of the:fpirit,; afe prcvHcged- above otbcrs*;. 
if they rejed, or siegle£l fo- gceat faivation, theii 
fbperioF privileges will aggravate tboeir^ crimes^ - and 
incieaie theip condemnatton^ii . 

i6« ForafmJUch then* as life and death ace in the 
hands of the Lord, how much is it to be deOred; thar 
men would be mfe.and confidertheir latter end, and 
turn to him who fmiteth them. For, how ffaort lived 
AEemoft, and how uncertain the life which continues 
for fa (hort a time 1 How fuddenly are many taken 
away ; ajad^ aocordii^ td appearance, altogether un- 
prepared 1 Alts /or fouJs who depart in their fftis, the 
flames kindle upon them, ai^' confcience perpetually 
torments them ! Thus, in the twinkling of an eye, 
they are numbered with the damned. Miferable 
wretches ! A time was when the Almighty ftrove with 
their rebellious tearts, "but they would not fubmit; or, 
if they did, it was but for a time, ,for they brought not 
forth fruit to perf^^tion. 

Laftly, Let this be^ a camion toothers, left they 
- alfo fail in the bufmef* which *is of greater concern- 
ment than gaining a world. Let it be fuppofed then, 
that fome are fenfible of their danger, that ihey fee 
their undone condition without an intereft in Ch R i sT. 
Such-, it muft be confeffed, appear in alight, which 
to themfelves, is truly alarming; they are black with 
guilt and a corrupt nature. Yea, God is angry with 
P them. 
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AciH, for tfaey feel his wrath in an accufing confcicnce. 
But their cafe is not worfe for tiiat; yea, it is the 
very condition which they ihould be iri, in order to 
be forgiven, they arc fuch as he waits to be gracious 
unto.. He has brought them into this ftate to do them 
good. They are humbled that they may be exalted ; 
burthcncd that they may find reft; guilty that they 
may be acquitted. Let them now (having broken of 
their fins by repentance), depend on the death of 
Ch R I s T for forgiveneft. And let them truft and not 
be afraid, for he is near that juftificth. In a moment, 
in the twinkling of an eye, hb mercy may take place, 
Qtid they are juftificd freely from all things, from 
which they could not be juftified by the law of Mofes, 
and have peace with Go 9, through our. Lord Je^ v s 
Christ. " And in that day they Ihall fay. Lord 
^' we ihall praifp thee, for though thou waft angry 
«< with us, thine anger h turned away, and now thou 
f ^ Gomforteft our foulsj." 

§Ifai. zii. u 
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THE 

SPIRIT and its FRUITS. 



A 

DISCOURSE 

ON 

GalatianSx Chap. v. Ver. 23^ ^ 
Againft fuch there is no Imij . 

3S(MiMM*)3(N difcourfing from thefe words, I fhall firft 

IT I attempt feme account of the things againtt 
^^ j^ which there is no law ; and fecondly, poiat 

^'""^/SC out how there is no law againft thcnu 

I. And firft of the tilings againft which there is na 
la*v. Thefe are fpeciHed in the preceding ¥erle« 
^» But the fruit of the fpirit is love, joy, pdace, long- 
** fuffcring, genilenefs, goodntfs, faiA, mcekneft, 
" temperance." 

Pa W 
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(f .) X. And- firft, ©f .the fptrit. Now the fpfrit, sti^ 
* it r^fpecls the prefent ftate.of msin, has a double ac- 
ceptation, in the fcriptures, it often fignifies that 
. wrhich Ae Almighty vouchfafes to mankind, that agent * 
by which he helpeth* their infirmities, dclivercth them ^ 

from evil, and formeth them to a lilcenefs with him- 
felf ; and is then eminently ftiled the Holy Gho ST, 
or the fpirit^f Gon* Conibnant to which, while 
Peter was fpeaking, «' the Holy Ghost fell on all . 
*' them who heard the word§." It alfo fignifies the ,,^ 
immediate effect of that fpirit, viz. A divine princi- 
ple or new nature. The latter is that which the Apof- 
tle here intends. But the fpirit in this fenfc, always 
fuppofes it in the other alfo ; as a new nature !» 
wn»ight.in n[Aft by ftl^'e H<)X Y Gli o ^t-" I 

2. That a new nature is here fignified by the fpirit, 

,11 evident from its contrary, mentioned in the ipdi ^ - 
yerfe, "Now the works of the flefh (faith the Apof- 
tlc)> are manifeft, wlricb «re adultery) *fomtcaft09, 
♦5 uncleannefs, lafcivioufnefs, idolatory, witchcraft, 
** hatred, variance, emulations, wsatli^ ft^^ife, fediti- 
'/ ons, herefies, envyings, nwrddrs, drunkieflnefs, re- ! 

*' velings." And though fome of thefe are the worksL 
of t|ie tlcft, #«iitiigttifies thel>Qdy; yeteUuers, viz. j 

*hV'ped, Avf»riij ^c. ;tye fpiritualcvik, «3d pertain to 
4he iT;ind. And -it is no injury to-icuth, to refolve-^ifil 
evi/^^mmi^ed by the .body, ipto the mind, as'their 
firft and principle caufe : For, as the body cannot atl 

-withd^ ^he laind, foit ge^rally aclp accowJitjg to ; 

. the quUity or difpoi^tion of iti As fuch^ the enoFsii- • \ 

tks* coB)fnitted aj[a)nft.Goo, ourfelve^, and m^n- \ 

\)i\xxd, ^pc ^he works .of the <;arnal nmd, however the ' 

body 
I h,6t$ X. 44. . f.Kom* iiv. i6. 



body may be concerned as aH inilrumeiH^ in the exe* 
cution of them. The flcih then/' fignifyin^ the cor- 
rupt principle, and the body ailing in ppncert with ff>, .^ 
by the fpint is meant the new ftate of the mind^: and. 
its con fequent idlings in and by the body, as weftaad 
related to 60 d, and one another*. ' 

;• And forafmuch as the i7tH verfe reprefents &eOt 
and fpirit ading in the fame fovil» and living for 
thenuiftery ; the 19th verfe is defcrlptiveof a perfon 
wholly In the flefli, wither any the leaft mixture •£' 
of grace; and, by parity of reafon, the 2 2d veric 
exhibits a ftate wholly fptritiial or free from evil, 
^hich in its initiation, progrefs, and confumatioo^ 
may be thus defined : It is that transforming, quick*^ 
nihg, work of God's fpirit ; which begins^ carries^ 
- on,, and completes Goo!s im^ in iis». 

4. It begins in a fight or convlclion of the faHfen - 
ftate, efpecially of outw^ird fiu. And generally .in 
aonvincing of fin, the fpirit. ufeth the law as the^ouiw 
terpart of the finner'» conduct, applying' the violated^ 
precept to hi& underfianding, feting his fins in array 
hpioTC him, caufing diem to pafs through or over hi» 
mind, and*giving as keen and 'dear a fenfe of them as 
thougli. b«i- newly committed c A neceiFary eflfed at 
which is, the cootcicnce bei^g awakened, and the. 
Imfulnc# 3^ fin .clearly dcfcernedj the <;onfctous fin*- 
ner is pcc^unced- guihy, and fentenced to elbtnil^ 
dcathi AnCfe'*'^^"^^*^^^^^*''^^^^''^^**^!* andbiint 
with fo con vinctng and powerful evidence, that the. 
cOnvi^ is left without ejtcuie, and obliged to acquis 
efce in it as right, as what he-defcrves for what he hath 
49ni^« ' An^ having na works or niKerit of his owa tch 
Pi '> Bfeuidi 



plead.to rsomctfe him to Gov, hfa only refuge is a 
calcified Saviour, on wKoxh by the help of the con- 
/yinciag fpirit, lac is cabled to believe; when convic- 
tion ifluos in convelAon# the fpirit of bondage.m that 
of adoptiop*. 

5. And being reftored to the favour of God through 
. remiiioiioffins, which aocompanies ilie fpirit of a- 
- doption, and^ in fomexiegree renew^ed.in his ima^; 

the Holy Spirit, ever mindful of bis charge, (his of- 
fice being to fandiiy) faik.not todifcover *e re- 
mams of >an unrenewed nature, and exciie defires 
and endeavours after more of the «iind of Christ 

JESUS. * 

6. Wherefore, as in the j^eoeding oondition^ while 
the foul was conflifliaf with a guiky confcience> the 
chief point of enquiry was, what it (hodd do to be 
{^"fed from it: And being delivered in that tefpeft, 
its prefent concern Ut how to recover that purity and 
perfe6lioD, it noMC as ckarly fees the want of, as bo- 
fore it defcerned the neceility of divine acceptance. 
IJence a new war commences in the fi>ul^ nature and 
grace ftrongly oppofe each other, coi^lending for 
their refpedive rights and privileges. Nature, as the 
agent of Satan and prior pbfTeffor of the foul, reluc* 
tandy relinquiftieth its charge, gOeth .not eafily out. 
And grace, as adpr for Chjiist, who, by the price 
he,hasj)aid for the redemption of finners, has purcha- 
fed the right of poffeffion.. Thefe qualities, though 
incompatable in their kind, and obftructive of each 
other in their cbqrle, are notwithllanding the refident 
difppliti'ons of the foul, in the firft liage of chriftiaa- 
ity. And inhering in the fame i\jbjt&, and a<fling in 

oppoiitioa 
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oppofition to each other; fo, though die foul is at 
peace with God, touching what as paft, it is far from 
being at peaoe with itfelf, refpedling what h prefent : 
<rFor the ffcfli luftcth agaioft the fpirit^ and.thfe fpl- 
^' rit again the fleflxf-" 

7. Now obedkdce to the one of thefe different dif' 
pofitionSj . is difobedience to ^e other ; and according 
as tbe.oqe or the other is obeyed, it is proportionably 
cncouragod and encreafed: For they who walk in 

■ the fpirit, do not fidfiU the defires of th ftejh ; as. On • 
the contrary, he who ** fows to the fkih ihall of 
** theileib reap corruption*." Agreeable towhidi, 
(faith tlie Apoflle) ** if ye live after the flelh^ye 
'' ikall die ; but if ye through the fpirit do nuM'ti* 

.«'fy the deeds of the body, ye ihall livej." 

8. Death then being the fruit of difobMicnce, and 
life the con.fequence of the contrary prafllce ; it in- 
fers, that after the life of grace commences in the 
foul) its continuance and increafe depend on a right 
ufe of it : And that, notwithftandmg the,freenefs of 
grace, iherc is no reafon to expccl. a continuance, 
much lefs an increafe of it, in a way of difobedience; 
whetlier it be by d©ing things forbidden> or by omit- 
ing' any part of that duty, which the Ahnighty has 
made the means of grace and fpiritual improvement* 
Therefore fpiritual profit depending on a proper ufe 
oi grace ; proporticnabU to the ufe ©f it, will the in- 
creafe be. If this is not granted, there is neither fenfe 
in, nor ufe of, exhortations to diligence in duty ; to 

Jtrive, to rutt, to fight ; to watch, to pray "without ceaf" 
ittg, to work out our falvation ; to give all diligence^ 
• and 

t G*J« V. 17. * Gal. vi. 8. J Rom. Tiii. 13. 



• mid be faithful unto death, i^c. Neither, without 
ttls, can life itfelf be coniidered as a ftate of proba- 
tion in reference to religion ; to regain the loft image 
of Goj9, to glorify him qn earth, and be- rendcmi. 
meei for the heavenly inheritance* 

9. £ut. If fome exceptions be made lo the rule (^ 
proportioning the increafe. of grace to the ufe of it, 
if. ever the Lord dc^viates from tbil rule by profpering 
an unfaithful perfon ; yet it may with thegreateft cer- 
• tainty be called his general rule: And perhaps k will 
be difficult, if not impoffible, toprodupeoneinftance 
of con&ierable improvement, whicii had not fome 
dependence on preceding faidifulnefs to .previous blef* 
- fii)gs« , Yea, this k fo clearly revealed^ and is fo con* 
gruous to the nature of the thing, that there can he no 
difficulty in aifenting to this propoiitioa, viz. ** Tha^. 
" on a right ufe of grace in ferving God according 
^ to prefent ability, and in acting from it in order tt> 
'* its- iiicreafe, depends future profficiency in fpiritual 
^ things ; and accoiding to the degree of faithfdnefs 
** in the ufe of grace, the increafe is proportioned/*' 
,As a confirmation, of this, the fcriptures fi&rt> that: 
the faithful increafed thc|rtaknts; .asd teftify,. that, 
the unfaithfuldid notfo., Moreovjer,. they add> that: 
<^ to^eTQcry. one who- hath (hall.be given, and he ihtU. 
.'^ 6ave abundance; butfroin^him that hath not ihatt*, 
*f le taken away,, even that which he hath||/' Which . 
•evidences, diat e<»ery one wlio is. faithful in the ufe of 
Kttle, or that which he hath, fb all receive more^ and 
ihat the unfaichfMl ihall be deprivedjof. that. which they 
have, 

I Mac. xx», 29^ 
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to. Seetng^benthatfahfafulnef* to grace isthehthfe 
. on which profperity turns, it infers, that if tiie method 
•prefcrib«d by our Lord for a fupply of fpiritual .wants 
be complied with, fiiccefs is fure. And being eafy of 
accqfs, comportipg with the meaneft capacity, and 
within the compafs of every one's power, where there 
is any, the leait degree of grace ; therefore according 
to the ufc or abufe of it, will «be conditions of men 
be. If it te obeyed, bleflings will be given ; if not, 
they will be withheld. The prefcription is this: 
•' Which of you (faith jKsirs) fliall have a friend, 
'* and iball go* unto him at midnight, and fay unto 
'"him; Friend, lend me thite loaves : And he from 
'* within Ihall anfwer and fay. Trouble me not ; the 
•' door is fliut, and my children arc with me in bed, 1 
'" cannot rife and ^ive thee. 1 fay unto you, though 
•^be will not rife ^nd give hi oi btcaufe he i{ his 
** friend ; yet becaufe of his importunity he will rhCc 
^' aad give him as many as he necdeth*/* Here, 
!wbere frkiadiblpi the .general inducement to do good, 
>fails; importunity, urj^ii)g the petition, prevails. 
This prevalent method our Lord transfets lo, and re< 
commends, as it concerns the foul, by adding., ^* And 
*' I fay unto you, aflc, and it (hall be given you; feck, 
•' and ye fball find ; kn6ck, and ii ihall be opened." 
The fuccefcfulnefs of >vhich mfi^iiod he afcertains, by 
••fayjng, -** For every one that afketh, receiveth ; and 
*' ht that fecketh, findeth ; and to Jiim tlut knocketh, 
^* itihall beopcned." And as Jt is hnpoffible for Go© 
to lie, fo if his love io mankind, through Christ, 
-M'erc no greater^ no more to be depended on thin that 
■of a common friend ; which, in refpedlof doing good» 
was not proof againft the^l^^^^^s of its being mid- 

nighr^ 
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ljigjjt,^lie dooi: (hut, and his childfen with him in 
bed ; yet if he be importuned, if his bleffing be foli- 
cited by earneft prayer, he will give all that is n'ecef- 
fary to be received, no want fhall remain unfuj^plicd : 
For he fiUeth the hungry with good things, 

1 1. The nature of which berefit is explained, and 
the methcd of receiving it illuftrated by verfe the thir- 
teenth, where it is faid, " If a fon (hall afk bread of 
*' any of you who is a father, will he give a ftone? 
*' If ye then being evil know how to give gcod gifts 
** to your children ; how much mere fhall your hea- 
" venfy Father give ihe Holy Spirit to them that aik 
'* him.** This fimilitude, which contains the fenfc of 
a contrail, docs honour to its author, and indicates the 
frecnefs and fulnefs of the bleflings which are to be re- 
ceived. If ye who are malm, evil, to whom, to do 
good (hould feem a ftrange thing, hnow, i. t. have 
the underftanding and inclination to give profitable 
and pleaf^ot things to your children r how much more, 
fhall God who is bonitas, goodneis itfelf, and whaffi 
nature and property is to do good, gi?e good thingSi 
€11 good things 10 them that ajk him^. 

12. Forafmuch then as this incon^arable account of 
the Almighty, exhibits in a dear light, how williRg 
he is to enrich his creatures with heavenly things ; if 
the command be obeyed, if he be fought in the man- 
ner and meafure iignified hy thefc fayings, the bJelT?ng 

^ is fure ; the combined efbrts of earth 2>nd hell cannot 
fruftrate the defign ; the Holy Spirit, the root of re* 
generat'on, will be imbibed in fuch fort, as to eradt* 
c^lc every irreligious thing. 

- ' *3' 
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I3« And this prefcript exhibiting the necefSty of 
earneft^ urgent, repeated applications to God for pro* 
mifed benefits ; the nature of regeneration, or the re* 
'newal o/ the foul in righteoufnefs and true holinefs, 
alfo requires that the mind be retain'd in that fervice 
and in things which have influence in the fuccefs of 
p^yer. The natural motions of the mind towards ex* 
ternal things muft be. retrained, and the rifing of 
^rong tempers inftantly fubdued, and the outward oc- 
caBons of eviji, things which work upon and attraA . 
the affeAions, tnd ftir up and irriute the tempers de- 
clined, (for a^permiilion, much more an indulgence 
of thefe» retard, if not totally hinder, the foul's pro* 
grefs in holinefs) as facilitators of this bleifed bufinefs ; 
and the mind continue ezercifed in drawing near to, 
and wreftling with God, for ftrength and comfort for 
its fupport and encouragement in recovering moral 
reftitude and a meetnefs for glory. 

14. Which procedure* agreeing with our Lord's 
command, and the nature of regeneration, fo likewife 
with the condition of man as a free agent, and in-a 
itate of imperfection* For, the ioul having an adtive 
and ftlf-determining property; and imperfed believ* 
ers poifeflmg'contrary affedions, (good and evil, 'or 
a degree of bod\) which have their refpcctive objecls, 
purfuits, and fatisfa^ions : As fuch, while the foul is 
ihj» evenly poized, hangs in equilibrlo, its motion and 
tendency is determined by the exertion of the felf*de- 
termining power^ in favour of one or other of the ob- 
jects which folictt its attention and aifcttion: Which 
doOrine evidently iifues in this concluilon, 'viz. That 
fpirituul prof per ity depends on a proper and diligent 
exertion of man's free, active^ moral nat^e in things 

religious J 
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rdigH3&s; and'thatihe principal impediment to that 
profperity. is ina^Vivily and idlencfs.' To prevent 
which, or cut off alloceaixMiof its fatal Mfe^'s ; to re- 
train evil motions^nd weaken their Spring, aad faci- 
litate the work, of grace> reiiftanoe muft be made to 
the evil, and in favour of tlic good motion, prqpor- 
tionable to the ftrength of the evil principle ; whiA 
refiftance mufl be reiterated or kept hi aOilcm, fo long 
as the oppoiitiofa continues: Which Will be more or 
lefs, till alLevil be def^royed in the fouK , 

15. If then the Uw of truth, which is in part in- 
feribed on every believer's heart, be obej-ed in the 
di(^e8 and deiires arifing from it$ if <ithe fully com* 
plied with, as thereby the motions of the <:arnd'mind 
will be retrained, and the animal fenfea and appjc- 
titcs obliged to obfcpve due decorum, the- work of 
grace will proceed ; fuch will die daily to the -life of' 
corrupt nature, and grow up into Christ in all 
things, into a blelfed conformity to his holy, happy 
niind : For the irradiating rays of his fpirit will ex- 
pel the remains of nature's darknefs, by transforming 
the foul into the image of him who is light itfelf, and 
fcrs mollifying and refining influence remove all hard- 
nefe'of Keart and contrariety to God, and principle it 
W4th purity and perfect orv correfpondent to the image 
and win of Go d : When, having expelled all that is 
contrary tohimfelf, grace will reign in the foul with* 
out oppofition and interrption from within, 

16. In which condition, as the quality of the foal 
is one', its tendency is one «lfo. Being«creatcd anew, 
it is Cc pable of obeyiiig the Lord in all thingy : And 
to- fuch his comriiuncb arc not grievous ; for the fotil 

haviflg 



having recOfCred ?lfe liaiive freedom, that wherein the 
^rft man was formed, it a6ts without reftrainl; holi* 
nefs is the ipfhrg ^hich determines its motion towards 
that which is good. But 

i7.'Notwithftanding9 as fret agency, and'jgnorancey 
in many things, conlift with the higheft degree of 
moral reditude, it is poffible to err in judgment^ and« 
in confequence of it, to make a wrong choice. More* 
over, evil fpirits having acctfs to the mind, and fug • 
gefting things contrary to its intcreft, it may, by that 
means, be rendered erroncotisl And the foul refiding 
In Ae body, and being influcfnced by earthly things, 
-thitKigh the outward fenfes, may be prejudiced in its 
*peace and purity thereby. The appetites likewife, 
which have for their objcft and end the things of life, 
'by reafon of the connexion fubfiftingt)ctwixt them and 
the rational fpirit, renders a deviation from duty ^nd 
detrimental effc^s, poffible: For though purfuits of, 
and fetisfartions arifing f r. m temporal things^ confift 
with the highctt degree of love to Goet; yet as regard 
to them may become irregtJar and immoderate, (q 
proportionably as animal affe^ion. prevails, religious 
effo^ion, love to Gq9 and goodqcfs,* wiH dedine, 
Hence then it being neccflary to keep the body under, 
by rcftrarning the animal apperite and fcnfe, and to 
rcfiittemptatrons rcfultingfrom Satan and other things; 
ft h alfb needful to live in the perpetual cxercifc q| 
grace, in the ufe of inftituted ordinaoces, and to regu- 
late die whole condud according to the rule'of God^ 
Mrord. 

• i8. However, though In this ffate of purrty and 

perfection, it is poffible to deviate from the right way 

.-CL' * (for 



(forfeaogds and Adam did) ; yd being capacitated 
fer fuch fervice as the Almighty pipe&s fvaifk fouls 
rational, holy» and lousortat, it brings fordi the 
fioil of love» joy, peace, &c. 

(IL) I* Now mymmnp Lm', 19 the firft fhii/of die 
i^it, of ^'iritual nature renewed by the Holy 
Gkost. Tliey who are initiated into die favour and 
. iunSy of God, efpeciatty ail who are renewed after 
file image of him who Created them, are fumiihed 
mtfa that divine difpoiition. Love is the natural, in- 
4qparable tSe& of holinefs imprinted on the f pirits of 
kfae completely regenerate ; from which iflues an in* 
ceflant aicending of the foul unto, and perpetual coo^ 
munion with him whom the pure in heart always fee, 
Snaftnuch as the fplrit of man needs no motive (ihougb 
It has many) butlikenefs ip God, to make it unite . 
vifith him. From a correfpondence^ in quality, arileth 
reciprocal affeAion, loving and being beloved. Hence, 
liolinefr of heart being that wherein the divine image 
•hiefly coniifis, fupreme love to God, the fountam of 
true felicity, is diarafteriftic of that blsdfed condition* 

a. Which love is the fpring of practical obediencei 
vAe fource of vvords and works pleaiing to God ; it is, 
an its effeds, the difcharge of that duty which is in- 
cumbencon all mankind, being the end of the tommemd* 
me$n, according to which God is to be ferved: For, 
•< this is the love of God, diat we k^p his comqumdr 
^ ments*/' This, (keeping his commaQdments) is 
the delineation, practical afe, left, Viterion, and proof 
•f love to God. Love (or a lover of God) has re- 
fyeSt 10 God as a fpiritual holy being, as ita auAor 
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and cnd> widi whom it oomplies, and to whom It fo^ 
crifioes itfelf in aU Mnp, making him the objed of 
all its defigns and endeavours, exciting its poffcfTor to 
a pradice correfpondent to every divine precept. Andl 
forafmuch a$ the holy principle productive of d)is love 
is perfcciy it is a pradice comporting as well with the 
extent, as with the nature of the command : Peifeft 
love producing complete conformity to whatfoever 
God requires; efpecially when the organs and inibi^ 
ments by which love exerts itfelf in outward a£b, are 
properly adapted to anfwer its de%n. And when 
im).>edfments intervene, and prevent the exertions d 
love; yet if the affedion reurd ins entire, though ic 
terminate in itfelf, ihort of any ad of the body, *t^ 
acceptable, being aU that its poflTeffor is tim capable 
off and from whom, in that cafe, nothing more is re- 
qtfired. And hence, though no effeA can rife above 
ilB caufe, yet the caufe (a pure heart) bebg fufficieni 
10 produce an that God requires; it inlien^thitlove» 
the ftrft fruit of the fpirit, runs paraBel with^ is ia 
heart and life a Ml compliance with ^e iirft and great 
oommand of loving the Lord with all die heart, HaiBit^ 
Wiind, and ftrength. But love terminates not la God i 
k has inferior objefts, having refpefttto the iiidividniiV 
of mankind ; for> Ac fecond oommand k, 

3. " Thou (halt love thy neighbour as Ayfelff*"* 
Which, being of a fimUar nature wiili the iirft, and 
love aftf ng impartially, it gives to all their due ; like 
ka author, who is loving to ftny man, it feeks the 
good of aU. Being a fruit of mt image of God rar 
Aorad to the foul, k expeb all oontraAed narrow 
fllfitteefi of fptrk, k unfolds and cidaxges the afto* 
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tio9S« and gives an unbounded beaevoIcQCe for mafei- 
kind. .Proceeding from Go d» it cipaciutes tol^ve 
like him; That ''breadth, Icngnh, depths and height 
*' of love in Christ Jtsus*/' (hrOii^h the nuod of. 
Christ in men, is in miniature in them: The f^me 
caufe produces xhe fame effect in both ; being prtnci<- 
pled with, they uualk n dyamii iulcvs^, as Christ 
alfo hath iyeiwifftn IfcAK i'^vea us, and in confequenee 
thereof, gave himf&lf for us an offering and a facri* 
fice to God for a fwcei fmclling favour. They walk 
in the love " which worketh no evil tobisnetghbour||,*' 
and excites all to good; they embrace every child of 
man with a fmcere, cordial, diiinterefted affeclion, 
with a love that is ipiritual and holy ; of j^bich, as all 
mtn are fpiritual and capai/le of holinefs^ they am 
proper c^eds. Therefore, loving all pea as iounor* 
tal and oandidaies for holinefs, or heaveiu \t is. an i- 
'mitatieai of, is fimilar in fjenie witb^ ihe lavo of ibc 
Lord Jssvs Cmrisx* 

4. And At diftinguiihiag charadleriftic of dus \owe 
being its fpiritoallity and purity, it is not infiuenoed 
by eaithly coi^erations. Ricbe$, or poverty, or 
ifhatevet dfeitbatis nominal an4 temporary, jwci^ 
nothing with the love which enyiffh ^ot, sinik m^thotH, 
partiality and hypccrijy. But, notwithflandir^g this 
_ general affe^ion for mankind, founded on yniverfal 
Ikature, and a £nulaxity of circumftances fubfiiUnflf 
amongft tbemj yet tbe^e beipg a particular, viz. the 
^iviiif nattire^ai4wMip^Ai><^^ peculiar to it, irgivoi 
tj^p4f>^ different aflWion* The fpii!it fwhitih abounds 
wkit^ttniverfal benevcAenoe, han «:parlidukr regard for. 
fuck, as GQrj:e|^H)lid Winb itfeU in! qi^aUty : The itf^aiM 
c . they 

♦ Ephe. iii. U. JEpfce,T*s.; || Rom. xiiL ro. 
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fkey appmaeh to that degree of purity of wliicfi h h 
poffelTedy the dofer i» its attachment to them ; and 
ivhere any are wholly renewed ia love, there b a one* 
MfsiHrhkh 15 Hlultraied by the comieAion fobfiitiiig 
betwixt the Father and the Son :^ •• That they ail may 
*' be one, (faith Che i st) as thou. Father, art in me, 
•« and I in thecf:" Which oneoefa with thcmfelves, 
conftitutes them one with Goix; for he adds, '' Vktt 
** they may alfo be one in us." Thefe holy fouls, 
according to their particular genuf, give a preference . 
to each other above aH others of an inferior ^der. 
' Love delights in its liAenefs, in the fouls which abound 
in the fruits of rightcoufnefs, the graces of the fpirit* 
Among fuch kindred fpirits,, complacency and fwect 
ddight do reign* 

f . Notwithftanding, love freely fpends Ft ffres for 
the good of thofe with whom no Aich endearing in- 
ducement is found-: it pities the miferable, and com* 
miferates the cafe of the- forrowful, but is moft con« 
cerned for thofis who flight its care. It weeps over 
theat and wiibes diey were wife ; and when contempt 
is turned into contumely, (if there be yel hope 4f 
gaining fouls fo far gone) it only ferves to increafe 
the flaoK •£ divine ai&^ion,, exciting d^fires and^en^ 
deavours proportionable to the danger to which tbe^ '^ 
are cxpofed :- ** For bdieving all things, and hoping. 
'^ all thingi,. it cadureili ali thin|^«. Lout nevec 
^failcthV 

(m.) r. And' niiile ihis ctlemal fire camitiues tt>' 

ttatrn,, it is accompanied with a joy which<b un^'peak'^ 

«ble andfuU of glory. Joy, \$ diat ftr4fte> chearfal^ 

Q3 ' pteafan^ 



pleafimt Aite of miiidi whkh Xm$ from ft holy, 
.faealih&d» pno^erous fod.. It is the . quintefftnce or 
fptrk df aU grioes, and if contribiitcd to, and incr<faf- 
cd by whfttfbever its poffeflbr is profited in time, and 
cmidcd to in etornity. 

t. A i^irit freed from evil, and principled with po* 
fity, with die whole naind of CiritiST Jesvs, is a- 
bimdandy provided with matter of exceeding great 
joy : A fukiefs or perfection of purity being a treafuce 
tranicendantly glorious, and more valuable than what- 
foever {certains to, and terminates in this life. It is 
durable riches and righteoufnefs, the moft excdlenc 

- benefit which any creature of human kind can be en- 
trufted widi. And this fource of joyremainuig unim- 
paired, is fufficient to induce a compliance with the 
Apottle's injun^ion to ** rejoice evermore|)." For, a 

!mind at unity with itfelf, and correfponding in qua- 
lity widi the objed of its adoration, is a ftate not dif- 

.ferent froni, and little inferior to, the beatific enjoy- 

.ment: In which, as perpetual harmony and happinefs 
obtain, uninterrupted from within, often rapturous joy 

.is found. 

3. Moreover, though the joyarifing from the chrif- 
lian coniiitution, the holy fiate of mind is great; and 
•will continue fo long as that confiitotion continuei, 
yet it is increafed by a multiplicity of miniftering 
caufes, the firft and not the leaft of which.is,-. die be- 
ing allied to, an<M||firing the Lord for their God* 
This is an high anj^90urable relation, and yetfuch 
honour h^ve all the faints ; for they " are all the 
^'«hikUenof Goo byfaidiin Christ JzsvsU" 

And 
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And iiol bdng more hooBurable^ ifian profitable knd 
pleafant, Acy *'joy (Kav^ifu^Mf rejoice, or glory) 
.** in God, through our Lor p )ksus Christ, by 
" whom they have received the atonement*/* 

' 4. And Go D is not afliamed to be called their Oo b, 
Ibr he hath prepared for iheii a glorious city, which 
hath no need of the fun, nor of the moon to ihine m 
it : *' For the glory of God doth lighten it, and the 
*' Lamb is the light thereof. And the nations of them 
*« who arc favcd ih dl walk in the light of it||." This 
is that rieft which remains for the people of God: 

.Who* by the fpirit, having a title to, and a qualifica* 
tion for, an earneft of, and thereby a full aflurance 
(if they <x>ntinue in his love) of inheriting it for ever; 
it is caufe, abiindant caufe, of joy and rejoicing : As 
fuch, the divinely conHituted chriilian, by adverting 
to, and contemplating the heaven prepared for him, 
which by the Holy Ghost he abounds in hope of, 
icjoices with a joy unfpeakable and full of glory. ^ 

5. Yea, notwithftaiiding, that for the reward of 
vell*doing, the future ftat^ is chiefly defigned ; yet in 
the prefent probationary condition, fatisfadion arifing 
-from a fenfe of fervice well done; the exertion of the 
.graces and gifts of the fpirit, for the glory of God and 
the good of mankind, is contibutary to, and perfedlive 
of the chriftian's joy. •« Our rejoicing is this, the 
^< teftimony of our confcience, that in Simplicity and 
^^ godly fincerity, not with ^^ly wifdom, but by the 
** grace of QoD^ we have had our converfation in 
^thcworidf/* 

6. 
f K99U T« Ji« I Rev. »i* S3* «4* V LCoi, i. a. 
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6» And to complete.' the reafons of rdigkxis ^j 
Ac vaciety of fufierings ; oontemptY reproach, abd 
whatever elfe is idltded by Satan and his fervants^ 
is productive of the higheft degree attatnaUe on ilM 
fide eternity. " Bleifed are ye (faith the Saviour) 
«* when men fliall revile you/ aiidp^feeute'y6U» ^aad 
<*fay all manner of eVil againft you falfly fe 
*' my fake : Rejoice and be exceeding glad : For gteat 
^' is your rewaid in heaven, for foperfecuted they.tfeie 
•' prophets wt^ch ^ere before you J.** Thus from the 
fpirit iifues the dirlAian's joy, which is iacreafed by 
jalliance to the Lord, by expectations of future feli- 
city, and every pr9du(flion of its divine origin, and 
by confequent fuflerings from contrary diings*. 

(IV.) I. The attendant of tlys. joy, and next in of- 
der of thefe fruits,, is Pjaccm Peace is %ni6cant of 
that reft and eafe, which arife as^ well from the puritjT 
of the fold as from a fenfe of reconciliation. By pre- 
fent ^erfonal juftiiication, {xace with, and thepeiauae 
of God, are vouch fafed and manifefted to the minid; 
and, by famftification'^ orthe deftruAicm: of ail turbu- 
lent tempers,, peaceablenefs becomes^ commenfurate 
^with the whole ioid.:. Which ftate is analogus to, and 
is ilUiftratedby the Almighty,, whofe bblinefs is toiiiat- 
felf the fource and cenler of reft. Similar lo which, 
a god-like nature in man,: producer ai\ eafy pe^oeabl^ 
diipofiUon of heart. Such froqi themfelveii,. from their 
fpiiitual part, know war no .more. As there is no . 
contrary principle, there is no contradiction, no coi^ 
left ;. aU i^ baiimQAy and bappinefs, the peace of Qo3 
j^eepeth,. yea» '* ruleth theii: beans and nciioda throiigh 
«* Christ JksmV 

iMat. IV jJfU* ♦Phil.tv.. y.. 
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Zi And purity confUcutlng man ^ knajge of.kk. 
Maker in a holy^harmoiiy.. of heart, i| is a priaciipl^ 
pccxludivc of a piadice porreipomkat to the pracUcei 
of CuaiST, in niaking and gromotii^g peace apfMngk 
otbcr people ; which, as it is protitdikJeta thoreJi>y and 
tp whom ii is done, denominates tljie doer§ pf u happy: 
*^ Bldfcd are thepeace-spakersjfor \k^y ihall b^ called' 
« J tke children of Go d J." A foul at pe^cc witlj Qj^p. 
and itfelff ha$ no pleafure in promoting w<a or. con** 
tention amongii ctl>ers« It delights not in necdk£;» 
K ufclefs oppofuions to any. it is contrary to its effenc^, 
I and ading to raife, uphold, or Increafe that which is 

QOt conducive to the haj)pinefs of all with whqpijtbas 
tp do. . It follows peace with all men, as a goqd con* 
fpience, the glory of God, and the profit of others: 
will permit. And if it gives pain, it is that: others 
may proik. Like a faichliil phyfician it probes the 
. wound, that it may heaL Hcpce vylien . the. wfin o£ 
> peace reprove, it is that finners may repent, and nol( 
perifli. if to apprize of danger, tliey interrogate then^ 
with, " How can you efcapc the damnation of hell|l?"- 
And if, in cafe o( obftinacy, they predid, that, con- 
tia«ing in iin, damnation m\i£t be their dooiiii ; .'ci> a 
iervice they owe to thenfelyes, . and a provocative U> 
others, to abandon thofe practices in which th^e i^^ 
no peace, and to Simulate them to feck sikI fidd 
that peace whicn paiTeth all und/erltanding, Fbr, tho' 
lovers of peace inexpreflibly prize the privUege<ef liv- 
ing peaceably with all mqi, yet the forfeiture of ](beir 
own peace is a price too great to be paid for a connin 
vano^ at fin, ef^ctally when the ^ner, going {UnrA» 
proved, may periih for ever. So to preferve invi(Hi 
Ut9 the peace and purity of their own miods^ ^ wcUi 

. « i Mat. V. 9. II Mat. «xiii» 33. 



(i8i) 

as to coDtiibiile toward the conreHioii of others^ ihey 
miUtaie againft evil ; for wii)i that foe they dan neU 
theroiajke peace nor truce. And if in this fenfe they 
give uneafineis to any> they are fi^)ported by the Sa- 
viour's example, who came not to give peace, but at 
th6 expen<:e of departing from fin* Therefore, being 
under obligation to endeavour the redudlion of fin and 
lianers, and to promote the falvation of all widiin 
their fphere of adion ; a difcharge of that duty mi^ 
niRtfB to their quiet, in the tcftlmony of a good ton- 
fcience* 

3. But however well difpofcd they be, and however 
eonduciye the pradlice of fuch is to propagate peace 
in the world, they meet with wrong and unreafonable 
returns; for many, notwithftanding, prepare for war* 
Hence perfecutions, and outrages of various kinds are 
committed, by perf<»8 of turbulent tempers ; whidi 
render the fruit of. long-fuifering indifpenfably necef* 
oeflary for every member of the dmrch-aaflk^nt to 
pc^efs. 

^ 

> {V.y u Long^itffcrihg in man. Is limilar to diat 
^tlence which the Almighty manifefts in bearing 
widi the rebellious part of mankind* It is the patience 
of every heaven-bom foul, of all who are partakcrsof 
the divine nature: Which is exhibited iirft, in 60 
refignation with which they fuftain the lofs of what" 
loever belongs to this life. If for the fake of religioD« 
Mends withdraw their affection and favours ; and if 
for a fimHar reafon, focial ties become as a thread ia 
the flame: Such, knowing in whom they have be* 
Ikvedff withy 01 without reluctance can redgn all io6 
4|)^peart of great price^ d^ falvation of tbcic fovli : 

For 
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^or the fplrit of holineft, whkh is Ae root of divine 
refignatipn^ affords a Aip^ort aad fatisfaQion which nuMe 
than pompenfates for every lofs of a temporal kind. 
Yea, whatever cxmoems the body, when fet la com- 
petition with die well-being of the ibul, is fuffered the 
«lofs of, and counted as dung and drofi in comparifon 
of Ch&ist Jksvs» 

!• And this grace is not lefi confpicuons in bearing 
reproaches, and affliAions of every kind, in the chrif- 
ttan caufe i which, added to the lofs of fublimary 
thbgs, is die depth, the abyfs of that calamity confe- 
quent on commencing a tnie follower of Christ. 
And as it is true, "-That all who will live godly in 
'« Christ Jesus muftfttfferperfecutionf;" foit is 
•eruin, that however contrary this is to the eafe and 
well-bemg of the body, jt is fupportable by grace; 
yea, it is congruous to grace ** to glory in tribu- 
'* lationt," and to '' count it all joy when we fall 
*< into divers temptationsV or trials: For while tf/"- 
fliSioMis bmedtWouis, afflfAions are bkil]ngs,they are 
not only fuftainable, but cavie of joy and rejoicing, 
and gratitude to him who makcth all things work to- 
gedier for die good of all who love him in Christ 
Jssvi. 

3* Wherefore, the fph-it infpiring the foul wid^ 
lefignation and refolution in calamitous cafes, a con- 
tinuance in affli^fve circumf^ances is compatible with 
ifaat divine prbciple. It afKmilates the foul into its 
•wa nature, and gives Jt a permanency, which, if 
well ufed, is proof againft all the oppositions of earth 
and heO. It enables its poffcflbr to iiidure lorfes. 

crofles^ 
i Tim. iL lat t Rwh. s* $• S Jsn* i* ^ 
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-. <VI*) I. Yea, fo de^ difltngtiifljed from, and fo 
^dttWafy to corrtipt natWe hthc grace of'GoD, that 
the law of retgliation, reiKkring evil fbf cvik wbich 
is the delight of mat^Hind, and the inieperabie dSe^ 
of iinful fouls, is dire^y oppofed in the proceedings 
of grace : For it is not only perfeveringly patient of 
contiradifi^n, but is gentle in itsretums. But meek- 
ncfe being to the temper, wb&t gentlenefs » to the 
Ihe^convcrfatien-; and both centering- in, ?aAd titfepa- 
yably connefted in their HiBje^h, there is a propriety 
in placing them together, aiid confida-ing gentlene^ 
as the immediate iflue ei that meeknefs, which ^ is a 
property of the mind ofCHRisrJfsrus. * 

2; Neeknefs is thfe rc^rerfe of anger, efpeeiaHy that 
anger which is contrary to reafon and religion, ' An- 
ger is a fury which burneth like fire. It is as iire fliut 
up in the bowels of the earth, which bumetfa the place 
thereof; for it is not lefs prejudicial tothe perfonspof- 
feffing it, than to thofe it oppofes. It is incompati- 
ble with peace of mind, and impstient of' contradic- 
tion, »nd often cannot be fatisfied with lefs thandeatb» 
But mccknefs, the fruit of a divine temperature, is 
eafy in every circunbftance. It is pafllve in "ftiffering, 
and gentle in a6Hng. The n^;gcd revengeful tempers 
of fome, which ftoot arrows, even bitter words and 
deftruftfve deeds, however hurtful to thcmfthcs, and 
the name, property, and perfons of thofe they opptofe, 
tre b'ut tittle felt By a temper which is f(j>fr ?md yieM- 
iftg as the fu' rounding air* And, manifefting itfeff 
in gendchefs, ^d receiving oppofuions with an eafi- 
•• * ' . ntfs. 
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mk die rcverfe of refentmenc, it gives a foftaefi to 
the converfation and condudl of the fitfFerer^ which is 
peculiarly calculated to countera^' and correft that 
^ercenefs with which the words and deeds of many are 
deeply tinchired. And thus, militating agaxnft. the 
madnefs of. men> without offering violence to their 
underilanding and paflions, it^tends to turn away wraths 
and regulate rude and irreligious mortals* 

g. Hence, being an CKcellent prefervative agai^ft 
evil impreifions from others, it alfo renders forgive* 
ne(s of 6e moft aggravated offences, eafy and delight* 
ful. If offences be multiplied, if they be feventy times 
feven in a day ; meeknefs reigning, notwithftandisg 
dieir nature and number, mercifulnefs will prevail. 
And, when it is neceffary to pronounce the oJ^Tender 
forgiven, k is done with a foftnefs and fweetnefs of 
npreilion, correfpondent to the temper whence it pro- 
ceeds. 

4, Moreover meeknefs and gentlenefs are as wdl 
calculated for contijiuing as for creating Icindnefs a- 
mongft men. Society, whether Lcred or cjvil, wida* 
©uttheir perpetual influence, cannot long continue in 
quiet. So far as anger in temper, and tartQefb in ulk- 
ing take place, tlic harmony of the whole h interrupt- 
ed. But where meeknefji of mind, and gentlenefs of 
manners prevail, peace is prefcrvtd, and the happi- 
«efs of the whole perpetuated. Thus by the exercife 
of long-fuffering, meeknefs, and gentlenefs, in re- 
fpedl of offenders and others, not only the dirpofulon 
for communicating good remains unimpaired ; but the 
perfons who witnefs the gocxi cffefts of tlic prccding 
R grace:?. 
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1^^i»y ntt r«id«ed ncqpcnre of wliiktfiocvec refohi 
Amk, whidi is next fo be coi^cred. 

(VIL) I. &9odMsfi k a di^olitiai of Ui« fool hxim 
Henewed ftate, and is corre^^oiKkot to tint gopdoefs 
%rhichisefltotialn>doi>; and by wbl<^» inprinci^ 
pit and praQiee, both am diftii^uiftea from evil a* 
gents and aaions. As it dbiaias in meii^ itistt^re^ 
Tcrfe of their once evil ftate of mind, and induoeth a 
|)raaieettoi dtfetcnt from his> vrhoagood mmaall, 
«hd#h»fe vender mercSiesaffeoverall his works. Oood* 
tieftin the (Hfj^olMon, is the faunuin wJ^ence-gW. 
anions «<y»r. td feed the poor, doath tke JiaM* 
iMid rAlcft te needy p^ eif mankindy arethe j»f^ 
parable, diough but inferios effbas of ^al pctaeiple : 
For fuch as by long-fuffcrliig flicw kMre to thoir ene- 
mies, and by gcntknefe blefs diofe tbat curfe them, 
do good to them whohateaad perfisQOte them ( a«d fo 
eounterafl and melt down their cruiSty, by pouriog 
bumbg coals of kindnefs upon tbem* 

1. This difpQfition is not principally concsemed in 
a^cit5ng to'afts of a temporal kind, which a^etr^iff- 
#ory, and minifter only to the perifcabk part of man t 
feiit its more proper knd pleafant work is> ti^ affiift in 
ahat which pertains to eternity. Being fpiri^oal, it 
ciicttes te a care of th«t which b of the greaftftcon- 
#^nmenfc, the falvation of the foul* The^goodmao, 
far from cfifdainlftg to be his brother»^keeper, affumetf 
that oificc> and atts in thexapacky of one Who will* 
«th the falvation, the everlafting falvadon of -every 
ibul : As fuch, be communicates, freely communicales 
ceproofs, inih'tiifijtions, and whatever elfe may coodtioe 
Jtd coaVijice and coQver t the fiifvl children of men. 

Qftcy 
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Often umnittdfttl' of \^i& own a^aitf^«: ist^ttlfi ^ 

with fweet ccnftraint in q^eft pf bi$ »^jghbQiir's.fpir 
ritual pra^. Yea, hpw willingly would he impart t^ 
others the grace which j^ g&Toi him^ if poiTibk J ti^ 
infould-gladly become poor,. thatiK^y noigbt be ;:if:lv.| 
M'Oidd be reduced to Jthe oecdRty of being a penfioiter 
«t the foocftoot of merpy, for grace to fupply the yv3a}$ 
tsf what he would fbprofufely. confer on h'u feUov 
mortals/ that they insight be f^ved. Thus the divine 
goodnefs, the nature and property of which is to d» 
'good, kliidlts a hoiy emidatton in the breads of iti 
iiappy pOlMbn4 which iffues ia a .grateful conforrm^ 
^m, :iiKi dbldflfcd iottlatifin of the LanD Jisuft 
^mk^'iivi wfao^ *^.thQ«f|h Jtt wrn^Mh, yekfor o^ 
^ ftkis h&uiif» p^Qi^ tkm. w» dttou^. bis fqwM, 

' (VIIL) 1. Bothewiitt n^gi^ves tgomjmot tuft ' 
rkh abundant goodoeft .of Gotp on Ac fptftts of jaoOto 
inaprlnts fidelity aifo* Faith, as a fruit of the fpirif, 
ii a f^wier at inifMAg ia (?09 for ^H^ Akigt br ha» 

)|)Arabg« lOie aA ot Caiib> or.bjU^iriog^. kl)ie.flCr 
.feAofdiat power as ufed by ^ratioQalfiMiL Tht 
ppkit of Goo mfy can gite power to believe to a favr 
ing purpofe^ inafmuch as it Is by him alone Aat the 
■underftnling diicems fpiritual things, and the wlK 
irtsliveacd, and. ftccngdic&ed by his quidtening 
•powMii iaiiisnoe; wki^ is Ae power 91 ability fay 
^bicli^tt ftul appBchends^) for vhicb it is^* appoiif 
ivbmfedofCHRi^r Jssust;' . 

«• Sol fuib ia lis |idl latatudei and lakox 19 a pra^ 
R 2 tic4 
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tical ienfe, which is the fenfe of it h^r^, impUes fi* 
dcUiy'w faithfulnefs^ and refers both to God and 
siaakind. As it refers to God, it is to be fiulfcful as 
a ifteward, to whom talents are iatFofted; and,- asm 
iervaot, who is under obligation toperformjvbatfof- 
fYer he requires. It is to dedicate burfelves to him* as 
our rightful Lord axvi Matter, ia difcharging, how* 
ever dificult to be done, that which he has made our 
duty to do^ according to prefent ability. And becauft 
the ability by which this fetvice is performed, is not 
natural, nor given in its fulnefs at firft-; theiefoxe to 
be faithful in the meafure and manner thatought, tar 
r lents ipuft.be retained and improved to a {v^fkaee^, 
qualification for a fiiU difcharge of duty* AndTif at* 
ready improrai to!k fitneis ^srtheaven ; 4:h£&,i id heat 
Ibe joyftd found, '< Well done good a»d £aidiliiiiA>- 
<f ▼3iit||," that fylaeis muft be retained andufed to the 
idvanoemckit of God's glory, till ho caMs ftk an ^e» 
W^t of our .ftcwardfliip and fervke. : ' 

> ...... .'• .■ v; ....'■■ • ' 

5.-More6ver» it is ^f 'great iiiipo»tati€e'aifo( h4m 
ad in tpgard' tUl Ihankind, as i^ym\o' nAdtgtre an 
-account udta is<}i>. Faiihluineia to them; lb word 
and wbrkisdue, however unfeidiftil they«h9vfr<btot, 
«r may be to us again. The law of retaliatbn m 
wrCDg dealing, is no rule for the chraftiany tiorisit a 
fmit 6f ,thc fpiut. And as faith fufaiQfs in ti^il^ and 
ju^ice^i 4> l^ieewif^ inxxMQ9iniicatiafgtQ,oifaenift^tliift 
- «fe,pf iaiciKte, . nt promoting iheii; tsxafot^ ahd^fpiril^ 
«a} welfare, i&aflbhi£ti^9ffiBfabde.tkil^: ^Ifudb,' how- 
ever we may fuffer ia^pamcr pcc^Hy.^M jtnKm* iki 
the caufeof Goo for a faithful adherence tliereto, it 
muft be endured:! for • th^y 6&ly who areloiad filth* 

. »♦ ' . ^Mat*.«t^a3. ' *: - 



ioy/ fiwTib^ fiQriljr fev9<l^ 

jtewi Ihon Ae fpirM of tnidi. The ipirit of mm, mr- 
«f99wed^ Ningitfee sevecfe of Qk>^« ii«tlh«r'teOw» 

,fMinlfi8> ttkOtfhJiBlelf. JbeiAg feryd, oar jb^ hMB^j^ 
4Wi)Mve^.1»llis<pr^fe And from tbft fme foij^cfu 
^ f§fp«ift ^ njtn^j few ii«s, i«*jv4ti5!&, iod f^iy fip^ 
««$iC^^ta. Ritf f EOtti itee fpiwt'3 leftciQwy, fpring 
4piowMge, ittuft, ohedknse, and gr^tSiudetoQiOD^;; 
to mesctrah, jul^e^ dod Gon&jeouous caieAy tbeiir 

(IX.) u Whwefore, thefc things beiag gi«jl:jKDlil 
profitable to others. Temperance, with which the A- 
,fQ6h fpinoMe^ iMPiaccQifat, pdncj^^f ^fjpe^;the 
»»^m kmWj^ Te»ppc?iiKje is .th?^ (obri^gr of .^iifl 
.a»d b(%, wfclQh pi^fepves mi .cruaineaits thje wijolp: 
.i^jiani /^ it re^eSs the mindj it b a re^ar ufe q£ 
ibe jml^Wflifig>. ^iil> aod ai^A^»i$> mf^n^ fa- 
/Wfd.^.<livU. .Allies jk r«g^rf)s the body, 'tis a fy^ 
ber ufe of the things which pertaip to fhe ienfes ac^. 
appetites of itr prepared for its fupport and. delight. 

^» . Aod hojwevcr the rcgv»li»r mijiture of ingredients qf 

w.hidb fame bodies are compofed,. may conduce to a. 

j^ght ufe of things fenfible ; and,, that kind of temper- 

^M^ A^ to r^iiain thecxtrayaganccs of .oorfupt na- 

;«Mrei Qr,.tow fitf phHofophy, hypocrioy, or cUier 

cmfianijaQAxely hum3s,.]nay .contribute to cprrea: by 

.^•ftraint, (for rticy cannot dkH a real change) the 

wicHwliicfc of.|he one, and the fcafuality of «K.o^ier;; 

K3 m 
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ft is certain that that temperanco Which k ranked a« 
niongft religious things, can iCu^' from the divine 
fpirit only. And when the fptrit of man^ by the 
'f?in6lifying influence ottlse fpirit of Ood, is reft^red 
to primitive purity, there is a power to order adki 
guiddthe thoughts, defires, aiilB^ions, and tempers of 
^e heart, the whole inward man ; and fubje^ every 
■appetite and fe^e to ^e ndcs of reaibn and religion, 
in the ufe of diings which pertain to ^lem ; and g6- 
*vem every member, and conduct every motion of the 
body, fo as to comport with the command of doing 
^' all to the glory of God." Aad which, being an 
excellent preiervative of that order and harmony wbidh 
grace has reduced the whole man to, it k likewift 
beautifully ornamental of tHe chriftian profeffion and 
converfation, 

Againft thefe, love, jojj peace, iong*fnffering, 
gendenefs, goodnefs, faith, meeknefs> temperance 
-{ faith the Apoftle) there is no hrfv. But let us enquire 
how againft fuch there is no kw } And firlV> whether 
perfons thus circumftanced be tuider st law ; fbcoad, 
if they be, whatthat law is; and third, howthelaur 
s hot againft thein ? 

II. (i*) And firft, whether the fubjeds" of ^lefe 
Aings be under a liw > To which it may be briefly 
anfvvered, that a^ll perfons, and thefe in particda^'^ 
are. For, Gov being the creator and benefadocpf 
all, it is a duty incumbent on all to ferve him in what* 
foever he requires. But, the Lord^ right to rule and 
to be obeyed, refuhs Wot from the right 6f cieaticm 
; tmly , but from that of redemption alfo. Having en* 
lerM hito eofcnant with maplond tbiough his Son Je- 

_ ' 51/S 
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ST^s CkRisT, accepting the farcrifice of hh deatfi 
as fatisfa4'k>ry< for the (ioa .of the whole world; and 
•kavingpromtfed pardon, holinefs, and heaven, to all 
who repent, believe, and obey, which he alfoaffift- 
eththmnin, by that meafure of grace which Jbe has 
siadecoounoirta.all men, in order to their appre- 
bending every other benefit of the new covenant: 
-From whi^ Wis inferable, that as Gob the creator, 
mai as a covenant God, he juftly daimes our fervice. 

(24) I. But what u that law which all are under? 
lanfwer, it is the law of love and obedience: For, 
Aus fairii Ae Lord, *« Thou (halt love the Lord thy 
^ God with all thy heart» and foUl, and mind, ami 
** fireBg;th, and thy neighbour as thyfeif*."^ Which 
4o do, is to fulfil the law; for he that fo loveth, 
** hath fulfilled the lawf;" Love to Go d and man- 
kind being the fi^ftance of all tiie laws given fince 
the beginning of ^e world. 

2. Now diis love is perfonal and praftical. Thou, 
&01 another for thee, fiialt love the Lord thy God 
-Kith all thy heart, that is, with all thy will and fpirit- 
ual aiiedions : And which, when wholly renewed by 
the Holy Ghost, freely efpoufe the Lord as thefir 
chief good, as the objeft of. their delight,, and ihe 
-end of their defigns and endeavours. The renewed 
heart centers in God as the author of its being and 
^fountain of Ucffednefs. As all its fprings of happi* 
neft are in. God, through Christ, its now-nature 
and property islo love him above all things, and de- 
light itfclf in- f».ch e\ercifes is, are plcafing and grate- 
'|ti returns for his favours.. 

^'Luke, X. 27. f Rom. «iil. i^ 
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3* Tbe do^tos i>^ choice i^fth^ htptkm ijbU ftatt, 
is.n9tvui«%<3f Aick thiap ai lui? id^peqbkdOtGoB ; 

.a» i(t 1$ 4lie naftunl ps&jpMy.^ atfaply ^Aocifile db to 
clmie, (^bar/i^«i from fiitSi^xM^xUimM ffta a- 

^cy).M^ijt6polMbr. igui Mr f»c«^« «^id^ 

:Cprdii^4o.^ejrpi3in«ipk# «rx>ibe!rwiir-; Seegiifesa^ 
ceffity of pfiiHiple laatfofl: it« Mfeen|eii> ' imd 2^ ^4« 
cordii^ to Me n#ture« do^ »ot V9ply a ^ssfii&V^ 
their adling fo whopoiTefs k; fbrafmuch as that would 
ileilroy free agency^ ^onl mKd«;r im^ «maflpG(M]MbIe 
for his «oxKlu6t» aod kiape AO-pUtc^ ihtm^^^^^tpfh 
'niftwkcnt.. .HD\yfver, a« fi hply natore a^gc^^jfilf in- 
clines to holinefs^ but under the p<8pfRer %f4 ^kmf^S 
fn?e agency may be hiiidcxed in its (XMoafe^ yitiJilm- 
ing natural for fucK toLoyeGpp, and ihpir d^> iusii: 
,beft intereft fo^o do, and Jughlyeapo^qr^, jpfa^lsfe- 
fdutdly neceiTary in order to witedis reiF€i£oni$y itf 
future good, they fhould, as by their r^nev^ed' wiJt 
iiey may, chufe the will of Go d in every thing ; and 
their afiedions (the em^iQ^tipns.^ddiverfificatiQiv of 
,the will) muft fkadily j^urfue tb^t .fhoife in leatryiag 
it inio pceo^ioii : Which isiovt9g<^p afvit¥<ali the- 
heart, with the will aad i^irUnid ^S$^fm¥< Ait^ be 
.Bttift be loved . ; . 

nk . . / 

4, *^ With all the foul'' alfo. The foul, as ^iftiiif' 
guilhed from the heartj mayinchide the entue-ai^^ 
fyfiiem, the fcvcral parts and poM^rs of Ae body.:. 
But b a more reftraiaed ^nd proper ftnfe, Jt 6g^i^> 
the wlioile apparatus o£ animal. Ijife and inotkm ; ^ 
parts and powers eoncerned lathe ciroulation.q|f th^: 
blood, (in which are placed the bodily appetites) thp 
^a&\:cs and animal fpirit^ communicated thereby «* Andr 
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tMe giving life aad jnotion to tiie body, are 4ht iiff^ ^ 
mediate caufe of vhafoever is done by it. But being 
wttliout imderftandiog, they a^ not of themfelves, but 
are governed by a iuperior principle^ the heart. T6<^ 
this the inferior powers are fubj^fl. Whaitever th* 
M'Ul and affcdtons chufe and cemmand to be done, 
the foul Is obliged to perform;: As fuch« the heart hy 
which the foul in influenced* and under and according 
to which it afts, being renewed in love^ in righteouf- 
ncfs and true holinefs, renders it in the words and 
works produced by it, through th«^ ihOrumentalit^ of 
the body, fubfervient to the honour of Go d. Such, 
*' whethcar they cat or drink, or whatfoever they dp, 
.*' may do ail tailie glory of GqD§;" Thus the fa^i 
iUbfervea its Maker's praife, by loving him in decA 
and iu tmtk And as he is to be luved with all .th^ 
Joul, folikewife 

f* . . - ' . '* 

S. " With all Ae mind." The mind is the faculQr 
which apfMpehends, judges, and rc^fons. By appre^ 
hending real or imaginary objects, it receives ideas ; 
,4md|by jodgbgfc^) aiul reafoning upon them, dlfcems 
jthelr jaatui^ and ufe, , But the mind which h the in^ 
tclHgent, is alfo the leading faculty. It dilates to 
and governs all the reft. |t guides the will and affeo- 
tions, (as iliey under it fuper intend the inferior pow- ^ 
erSy^e foul.) It h likewife tlie.redpitot.of fuperna- ^^ 
^or^l.iaftrudion $ H lies open to add receives aifiiance 
from G|ao» by impitlSon^, voice, dreams, vifionft, &C. 
. Hence >tbe,niind gufding the innervman, the whole 
.fpyit and foul ; when all its darknefs 1§ expdled by 
the Holy Spirit, it is illuminate, and like.the radieat . 
tm, lightens the whole bemifphere of tbe heart, and 

; leads 

(L Cor«x. 3^ 
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1csads.it te God, find whatfoererir agreeable to bim; 
And love to -Go d implying regard for, delight in, atid 
earneil unremitted endeavours to pleafc him'! So the 
4nind incelfiMitly lalxuring to lead the whole marf ki,. 
things facved and civirto glorify Gt)i>, ffaews its love 
10 Mm I it olEer^» itfeii, xand ail its dependants a fticri- 
iice i30> and praflically prizes him above aH other j 
things. To which ; to the heart, ioidj and mind. Is J 
added ! 

\ 

6, «' WiA all the flrength ';" with all fee ftrength ' \ 

9i the heaft, foul, and mmd ; the fiAl exertfon tf the , 
.wbcfc man. Love muft be ciitire ; it muft be perfeft 
jili.qu9ltty, quai)tity» and continuant^. This is Aieiia- 
tae of the lirft comttiand, and thus Ood is tty be lo?^ 
«i. The mliid in dilating to Ae wiH ittut eyc^lm 
in every thing; and the will InvariaHyfcBw At ttth- 
derftanding ; and the foul execute whatfoever the will 
^diufes to be done. Thus maynnan glorify Goi^ ia 
^Mrtodyandrpirit, which are Oop's. But* 

7. The leeond genera! part of the Uw h, •'tlftm 
4^ ihali love thy neighbour as thyfelf/' The setnre cf 
Ait command is fimilar with thefirft* differing otiljr 
jn.lhe objee^ of it, Love» which is fitft due to otn^^ 
Selves, and which is the rule and meafiire of h^ve to 
•^eis, jMvikctpatly ocmfilb In feotiing an IntetM Im 
.Cii&isT; in the forgivenefs of fin, « reception of Ihb 
Holy Spirit, aiNlthat ^nsfsof blefiings which by his 
pallioa and imeroeffion he has oMide poffibk «o be re- 
cecved, and in tinproving them 4o the prnfe of Go9> 
the prefent and future wett-being of the ibu!« ai^A« 
advanuge of all with whom we have to do. SuttUe 
boc^ bebg part pf the human compofitlon, and the 

depute* 
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deputed temple and fervant of the mind^ and a^taknt ^ 
with which man is oitnsfted« and for die ufeofmrhich 
he is jiccountable lo God, it is oecelfaiy diat k ihare 
ia hb afiedion : As fuch, it. muft be watdwd over 
and pcefenred from lt\jurieSj and fupplied Mrhk what-* 
foever may tend 19 its )iealth and exettioa as the adt^ 
ing inftrument of the mind. 

& Love to our neighbour (which is every man,) 
nas parallel with love to oiirfelves. And, £r£t, wd 
muft coofulti pray 'for» ancl eadeavour by reproofs^ 
iaftisu6tion9» e^tomple^ and every other method cd 
{>riWiote their fpiritual and eternal weUare^ Secondly^ 
care for, and contribute toward the picfervation actid 
profperi^ of their bodies, and temporal affairs. And 
thefe, love to God and mankind, including all ctr« 
ciimftances, is the law which all men are under. 

(3.) I. But how agabft fuch is there lio lav ? The 
fpirit, which is the-ioot of this fruit, is equal to thar 
kolinefs, of which the law is a tranfcript. For, if 
Ck&ist in his humanity, was the iimilitude of God 
in a contracted form ; and if the mind of Chrish 
through the renewing of the Holy Ghost obtains iir 
kien, then, where there is a fulnefs of that, it dtfFers 
no more from the holinefs of Go if, than Christ's 
iioly humanity did: Which in&rs, that as the root of 
this fruit i& adequate to that whence the law proceeds, 
the Came equality is in the produdlions of them. The 
law is holy, >uft, and good, as it proceeds from a ho« 
ly* j»ft* and good God. The fruit of -the fpiritin 
tfaofe delivered from adual and original fin, bears the 
fame ilamp of perfedion, defccibed by, or expreiied 
tQi the law« 
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' 2, The law requires love to God, ourfelves, and 
mankind. The firft fruit of the fpirit is anfwerable 
thereto. The icripture (which is the law in a larger 
fenfe) commands to rejoice evermore, and that the 
peace of God rule in our hearts and lives* The fruit 
of the fpirit. in thefe refpedls alfo, fully comport with 
the divine requlrment. Long-fufiering, meeknefs 
and gentlenefs ; goodnefs, faith ^ and temperance^ are 
In principle and pradice sl complesit compliance with 
the exaftors of them. In a word, the law of the 
fpirit as written on the heart by the Ht)iy Ghost, 
anfwers in quality to that written in the fcriptures of 
truth. To every command in the bil)Ie, rofpe&isg 
God, ourfelves, and others, there Is an equivalent in 
die grace and fruit of the fpirit: As m water^.face 
anfwereth to face, fodo thefe to each other, 

-■- . ""I . 

3. Ard as they agree in quality, ft in quantity 

alfo. The law is no more above than c99itrary to them: 
Though divine in its original, and pure in it^ pre« 
cepts, it is not infinite. Being defigned for creatures 
of a limited capacity, it extends no farther. It does 
not require impofliblftties or^Jthings too great to be 
done. It runs parallel with man's capacity, and nei- 
ther exceeds in purity, nor extent. Hence the quali- 
fied chriftians, the pure in heart, living up to their 
divine attainments, love God with all their heart, 
foul, mind, and ftrcngth, and their neigbboucs as 
themfclves : and, as a confcquence, have a con- 
fcience.vpid of offence refpeding God, and regard- 
ing joankind. Thus, againft fuch there is no law. 

4. And ho^^ excellent a ft ate is this ! A creature 
redeemed from all fin, purified, and made zealous @f 

good 



•good >voiks ; furuiihed widi every temper 4iid, sSco 
tioa correfpondcntto Chuist Jbsus; andi^ intfie 
ufe of them, adting in all things according to ^e dh- 
vine law. This is the holineis and happinefs whiish 
the Sod of Gqp came into .the> world to procure for* 
and which he ^nds his fpirit to efFeft in the hearts of 
the children of men. And certain it 1$, tiiat all other 
means are ineffedual, that there is no cure for a finful 
foul, but the fpirit of holineis. And this fpirit is as 
free .as air, blows every where, or upon fouls; con* 
vinceth all of fin and death, and, if obeyed, wouM 
ton vert and'^hange all into the ia^gf of Q9P9 vtrh^ph 
is true Holineis. 

5. How much miftaken tl?en are thcfj: mortals who 
fancy ihemlclves f^fiicicn^ly qualiiied rt^ferveGojl 
and dtijoy his kingdom, w iil^out .the fpiiirs gracious 
Influence ? Such , know not what manner of /plHt they 
are of. They fee not the de»ith which catte into the 
world by \he firil offence, the lofs of inward holinefs, 
which is death to the foul, and the forerunner of ever- 
laiting damnation. They percei^ve ^ot that the car- 
nal mind is enmity to^Qop, .tb4t it i3 not. fMbj^ft to 
his law, nor cfn be ; and that; in this condition, tliey 
cannpt pleafe God.. Th^ walk in darknefs, and 
kuow not whither they are going* ThoHgh hell is 
before them, they fee not their danger. MiAakea 
fouls! What will they do in the hour of death* and 
day of judgment! 

6. Forafmucb, tben, asnom^n can fee the king* 

dom, in grace here, pr in glory hereafter, but by the 

fpirit of God, be being, the regenerator, thereftorerof 

fe^fii fouls to ibelr primitive purity: Let ail inquire 

S how 
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fcowjfar they have profited herein: Let every indivi- 
dual ocax&lne U'hdther his confcience is a wakened, and 
lais danger appears imminent; and that there Is but a 
4ep betwixt him and deftrudion. Or wbedier fin fits 
e'afy, and is no yoke of opprcflfon; but rather matter 
of mirth and caufeof rejoicing? Sin is fwect to fuch 
as know not its malignity ; but bitter in the end. U 
is the foft>idden frtitt, and the fatisfad^ion of Saun 
and gf aceLefs folds, being the element of both ; but the 
cndisdeftriiAion! 

• '7. How wretched then is the ftate'offtiners? Their 
^enccvis «U iincleant ^every fatuity of thd foul is fm« 
ful. The underftanding is dark, and the wHl is dead; 
Hence they are eafy in dangerous circumftances, har^ 
ing no ItiMSwfedge of, norcare fbr the foul, ' How 
lew knowte nature and ftatcP of their heart? ,How 
many are as much infatuated as the man, who, being 
a&ed how^ matters ftood with his foul? Ailfwered^ 
*' Soul, foul !'* To which was replied, Don*t you know 
irhatyour foul is? **Yes," faid the man, «'It is a 
*' bone in the back that lives longer than the itft of 
*' the body/ This, though pitturefque of a ftupid 
llate, is, 1 fear, but too fair a pichire of the majority 
of men. Their definitions of a foul, I doubt; w6uld 
not diiifer nouch from this; or, if dififerent, Vould 
not contain much more fenfe and elegance. For, fo 
fimk are the fons of men into the fpirit and wifdom of 
thb world, that fpiritual things in general feem to be 
litde underftood; and, the fpirit of^OD in particu- 
lar, though the confeiTed principle efficient of religiorr 
in the primitive days, is now, by mof^, utterly ex- 
cluded from adding any part in that bufinefk. Many 
ieem not to know whcdicr there be any H9 i.y Gho st 
' " ■ : • '^ tQ 
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to help the mfirmities of the mind. Yea^ a profeflion 
oi it, ia thefe degenerate days, is decried* find cpwSr. 
dercd as juft caufe of rcpioaci. B^t. not k> |be Apoftlc. 
Be made a poifeflion of this fpirh* the criterion ofa 
chrillian. Witnefs his own words : . " Now if any 
*' man have not the fpirit of Christ^ he is none of 
*' his." And to die fame caufe he afcribes the cvi* . 
clqncc of our fqpihip: For, " the fpirit itfelf beareth' 
" witnefs with our fpirit, that we are the children of 
*' Go D." Indeed the text is declarative of fomeihin^ 
fupematur<J« being oppofed to the fleihj which is na- 
tural* How dark then are they who deny or decry the 
fpirit's efGcieacy in forming a holy difpofitioQ, and 
aip^fting ^a, religious dfities ! And, when his work i^ 
iqiiputed to Sata&t or >ifant.,of fenfe> or what h is npt^ 
(jnrbich yet is cpmmonly dope) how near ic it ther 
bl^fphemy ag^inft the Holy Ghost ! An evil above 
all Ot()er& to be avoided ! And, by refining or negled- 
igg his j;racious motions, deftroy thenifelves in defplte 
of wb|atGoo does to fave them* Theie ufe their fbuls^ 
a^ madm/en their bodies. They rejeft the cure^ aa4 
afe j[u()ly kft laa remedilefs conditio^. 

. p. Bu)t bec^ufe a radical cure o^corfuptiop ; y£ ig-*. 
nor^nce and enmity to Go d cannot be efledled but by 
the fpirit of God ; let iinners hearken to and obey that 
blefTed monitor. Let them attend to his dilates and 
awful. declarations, as the meffenger of God for their 
good. And when fin is detected, and fits uneafy oi^. 
th? foul, let the coxiviftion have (ree Jcourfe ; pficr no 
oppofition to a work fo wortj^bf Gob, and fcr^d** 
ful for men« Yea, forcibly 'concur with it> by mift- 
Ing whatever militates againil it, and by yieldin{f fuch 
obedience as that ftate admits of ^ which, if perfifted 
S z in. 
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in/ will Mue in a good underftanding of the fpiritual 
itate, and a rcMefs anient defire of, and endeavour 
after, a more precious benefit, viz. pardon, peace, and 
heavenly joys: On the commtncing of which, for- 
fow for fin, will be happily fuccccded widi joy, by 
deliverance from it. 

' 9« And let thofe who deal in the externals of re« 
ligion ; the ceremonies and outward fervices of it, in« 
qulfitively inquire, whether their profeflion and prac *' 
tjce be the effcdl of die Ho ly Gho st,^ working -theijr 
heart to a liking of, and delight in religious things'?' 
Or whether it refdt from education, or cuilonii or be* 
taken up to ferve a purpofe in gaining a name, or' 
ofteem amongft men, or to merit die' favour of Qoa'; ' 
and his kingdom; or for any other reason, wherein ' 
^nfcienoe as a motive to, and for a breach of duty, is ' 
imconcemed. If religious prances flow "bot front * 
principle; the knowledge and fear and love of Goo,' 
^ey are but the form without the power, &d ferve 
rather to deceive than fave. Being a latbour which has 
^e appearance of religion, it is taken for die fvt* 
ftance; and, generally by perfons cbiiverfant in it,, is' 
«8 much confided in, as thouj;h it was Christ in 
tdiem- the hope of ^ory. Such, being righteous la 
their own eyes, have no need, as they fuppofe, o^ 
any righleoufnefs but their own. Thefe.are they who 
joftify themfehres, but were never *• ju^fied by the 
*'fpirit of God*;*' and know no more ofacoept-' 
ance with God, through his Son, than as though 
it had no being. And having a deceitful lieart, 
(though they know it not) they are fclf-deceivcd, the 
d^ufion is in and from themfelves; '' For thinking 

"themfelveil 
* I. Cor. vi, II, ' ' " 
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*' tiiemfelves to be fomething, when they are nothing, 
•* they deceive themfclvest-" 

10. The- Saviour fays, *' without mc ye can do 
'•nothing:** but thefe, who have not Christ, 
profefs to do all things. Or if they fail in point of 
performance, they attribute it not to want of ability, ♦ 
betng.con€dent of ^e goodnefs of their heart. That 
is taken for granted, though if they weitt afked how 
tkey ckmc by it, poflliUy could give no better account, 
tbaa th?t tbey were born with it; not knowing that a* 
good heart is the gift of God, and not of nature. 
The feripture afcribes a holy ilate of mind to Ch R i sT 
ag^lhe meritorious, and to the Hoiy Ghost as the 
efficient caufeof it; but felf-righteous perfons are ig- 
Qbrterof thefe things. They were never yet fo ap- ' 
pr't/tenfivety loft as to want a Saviour i nor fo unholy 
as t6 need a fanetifier. Though all have finned> and^, 
without fliedding of blood diere is no rcmiffion ; (only 
theUood of Jesus Christ deanfes from all fin) 
yet thefe feem determmed to run the riifc,"to venture 
all on their own tighteoufnefs. They will ^ot re- ^ 
nouncethat, and depend wholly on his merit. It is. 
too humbling to their pride to commence beggars. 
They will rather with the Pharifee commend, than 
with the Publican accufc themfclves. Such, diffent 
from him, who fays, " there is falvation in none'* 
but Christ; and, in efFcd, give him the lie, by 
fetting up themfelves as Saviours. 

11. If thefe could be induced to take their meafiires 
of religion from the unerring ftandard, *' The fpirit 
«^ and Its fruits," it is probable their delufion . would 

' S 5 be"; 
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be detefled. They would then fee, that mere outfide 
performances, without a new nature, is like fewing a 
piece of new doth on an old garment. ';What e^i- 
/dence then has the Pharifce of having the (|>irit? Hat 
lie been convinced of the fm of his h^^t^ndJifl?}. If 
not, he his wanting in the firft work of it. Hat be 
feen the infufficiency of his works to jufttfy ban bc# 
fore God i* If this knowledge never had a {^aceinhis 
heart, 'tis a fure proof of bis not having the fpirit. 
Has he known the want of . a Saviour, of pardaoa 
through his name, of grace to renetv his heart, an<i. .t» 
help in time of need. Where thefe wants ncjycr^apr; 
pcared, 'tis too plain to be denied, or even d^fpmed^ 
the holy fpirit has no pl^ce. And, if in .t^e p«eer 
fent time he has no evidence of acceptance wii^ Q3P# 
of being his adopted child, and.of. h^iytng a titltf^O' 
heaven, it is as clear as the fun, that be is not bora of 
the fpirit; and, confequently is no chriftiap, , n^.fef-* 
vant of God, no heir of glory. The formalift then 
has the na^ne^but not the nacirre of ^ chriflian;..aB4 
fcems wholly infcnfible of whatconftitutes a chriftiarw 
Iniiead of coming tp God, by his foni, (for Chjjlisx 
is the way) he depends wholly on his own doings ; • 
not knowing, that all the good works in tlic worl<^- 
(if he had them) without a renewed heart, cou\d not. 
fave him from hell. To thefe, the gofpel way of fal- 
vfttion, is yet a miftery. Jesus Christ, redemp-.' 
lidn through his blood, the gift of the Hoi,Y 
Ghost, &c. are things incompatible with the con-' 
djtion of.thofc who know not their wiokednrfs and 
wants. In a word, felf-fufficiency fets Uicm above, 
the merit and fpirit of a Saviour. So having embarks . 
cd on their own bottom, they jnuft defend themfclves, 
as weU as they cani againfi tlie ftprms of Gods wrath 

due 
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due to all out of Christ ; but to all fuch he is a 
oonfuming fire. But wifdom, the inftnSlor of the 
fo6ii(k, fays, know thyfelf; know thy infufficiency, 
and the want of a Saviour* Renounce thy ovvn right- 
coufnefs, and be found in that which is of God by 
faith. Get cfeanfed by Ch R i sx's blood, and renew- 
ed by his fpirit, and abound in the fruits of it, and 
no law fhail lie againtt thee. 

11, Let fuch as have been awakened, afk, whether 
the knowledge of iin iffued in the knowledge of the 
forgivcnefs of it ? If a guilty confcience ends in any 
Aiftg but tliis, it ends where it began, in darknefs and 
d«ath ; and the lafl end of that man is worfe that the 
€f^* Thcfc render abortive a good beginning, and 
deftroy diemfelves by difobedience. Miferable fouls ! 

13. And let thofe who have been faved from their 
guilty fears, examme whether their proficiency in the 
grace of God, runs parallel with the tinieof their b«* 
ing in ChK i st ? Whether babes in Cm r i st are ad« 
tranced to the ftate of young men, in whom every in- 
ward evil is reduced, and the graces of the fpirit pro* 
portionably increafed; which gives a power to com- 
I mand the thoughts and various workings of the heart, 

i widely different from what is in tlie Itate of fpiritual 

' infancy ? Happy fouls who are thus renewed in the 

fpirit of their mind, and are flrong through the Lord 
and the power of his might ! 

114. But greater things remain to be received* Let 
it then be inquired whether the foul be wholly fandli* 
fied, whether the root of rebellious nature be intirely 
eradicated, and the fpotlefs image of J £ s u s Cm r i s t^ 

univcifal 



unwerfal holinefsj be wroughj^ into the conftitutlon of 
the foul ? BkiTed are the pure in heart j for they fliall 
ieeCj^D. 

1 5:, If any be thus purci th^ let a fcrutiny pais 
touching the fruit of the fpirit in affedion, temper, 
word, and work. Whether they be obedient in all | 
things in the meafurc and manner that they may? For, 
let it be obferved, that fandification exempts not from 
the danger of coming fhort in point of performance, 
and in confequence tliereof^ of falling into condemna- 
tion. Angels land Adaqi fell^ and Jesus Christ 
was tempted ; and who knows whether his fafety did 
not depend oniifing the means prefcribed by biipfelfji 
for the fafety of others in fimilai' cafes, viz. watc^ing^ 
and prayer, aad univerfal obedience ? Happy are the 
fouls who abound in good works,/ who do the wiU of 
fheir heaveni^y Father on earth, as angels do in heaven! 
Their reward is fure, for they lay up treafur^ above, 
where moths cannot corrupt, and where thieves can- 
^t break through and fteal.^ Thefe, continuing 
'^t&ful until death, will be finally faved. ; And may 
" " falvation of us alii throu^ our toid 

JjflBBHbusT. . Amen« 
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